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TOM TAT

Gan day, mot s6 nha nhan hoc theo truong phai tin Boas (neo-Boasian anthropologists) mé ta
Boas nhu mot nha nhan hoc v&i cam nhan sau sic vé lich st, vé ca nhan va cha thé. Nghién
ctru sau thuc hanh dan toc hoc ciia Boas chir khong tap trung vao nhitng tuyén bd 1y thuyét va
khai quat cua ong, trudc hét, toi thdy 6ng 1a mot nha dan toc hoc quan tim dén nguyén tir
luan (trai ngugc voi chinh thé luan), va mot sy hoi tu sdu sic gitra nghién clru cac vén dé tiéu
tiét nay va lich str tu nhién theo kiéu Linnaean. Theo dién giai ctia Foucault Jacob vé lich sir
tu nhién, diéu nay c6 nghia la nghién ctru hién tugng van hoa xi hoi thong qua nhitng biéu
hién bén ngoai, va lam mét di tinh lich st, thAm chi ca nhiing nén van hoa don 1é, tir nghién
ctru dan toc hoc ctia Boas. Xem xét phan chung cé thé tir mot Boas theo thuyét chinh thé luan
(nghién ctru ciia ong vé phong cach, ¥ nghia, “tinh than ctia mot dan toc”, vin ban, nhing
giai thich thir cdp, va tam 1y), toi van tim thdy nha lich sir tw nhién dé, va van 1a nguoi chi
tiét. TAt ca nhitng khia canh nay trong thuc hanh ciia dng hién ra nhu nhimng biéu hién bé mat
cla tri thire (épistéme) co s& ndy, cung cdp mot khung didn giai duy nhat khién nguoi ta co
thé hop nhét phan 16n nhitng nghién cru dan tdc hoc ctia dng. Nhin chung, thé gidi quan nay
dé lai rat it, hodc 12 khong d¢é lai khoang trong nao cho cac c4 nhan va chi thé cua ho.

Trong nhitng nim gan day, Boas tai xuat hién nhu mot ngudén cam hing cho rat nhiéu
cac nha nhan hoc.! Trong qua trinh d6, mot s6 nha nhan hoc coi 6ng nhuw mot nha nhan hoc
v6i cam nhan sau sac vé lich s (Bunzl 2004; Lewis 2001; Orta 2004), vé ca nhan (Lewis
2001; Orta 2004) va vé chu thé (agency) (Lewis 2001), tham chi con du doan mot s6 khia
canh cta hau hién dai (Lewis 2001).? Liéu day c6 phai 1a cach hiéu dang tin ciy vé Boas, hay
day 1a mot sang kién moi dé phu hop v6i hoan canh méi? Toi c6 xu hudng nghiéng vé quan



Thoang qua, ¢6 vé nhu rat d& dang dé tim ra mot Boas-nha sir hoc, nhung s& kho hon
dé tim ra mot Boas véi nhitng cam nhan su sic vé ca nhan va chu thé. Cach dién giai nhu thé
nay vé Boas gay kho hiéu néu nhu nguoi ta bo qua khong nhac dén, va cac tac gia thuc su da
bo qua, rang cach dién giai d6 chu yéu bit ngudn tir nhitng cudn sach cta 6ng danh cho cong
chang rong rai (The mind of primitive man [Tw duy cua nguoi nguyén thuy] va Anthropology
and Modern Life [Nhdn hoc va doi song hién dai]), ciing nhu nhiing tuyén bd triru tuong
hon, va tham chi mang tinh khai quat ctua ong. Rét tha vi, néu cht trong hon vao thyc hanh
dan toc hoc ctia Boas va dong thoi luu y dén mot sd nhitng tuyén b 1y thuyét cia ong, ngudi
ta s€ c6 dugc mot quan diém hoan toan khac.

O phan dau bai viét nay, t6i s& chi ra rang chi trich ciia Boas vé thuyét tién hoa, co 18
hon bat ¢t yéu t6 nao khac, di dan téi quan diém theo thuyét co ban luan (elementaristic)
(Stocking 19825[1968]: 207) hay theo thuyét nguyén tir (atomistic) ctia ong vé van hoa (theo
cach dung cua toi, tir “thuyét nguyén tir” ¢ y nghia trai nguoc véi tir “chinh thé luan”). Dua
vao dién giai ctia Foucault va Jacob vé lich sir tu nhién thé ky XVIII nhu mét img dung trong
viéc phan loai céc hién tugng trén co s& dac tinh bén ngoai cia ching (Foucault 1966; Jacob
1970), t6i lap ludn rang quan diém theo nguyén tir ludn ctia Boas vé vin hoa hoan toan khép
véi quan diém lich st tu nhién trong thyc hanh dan toc hoc cua ong; ca nguyén tur luan va
quan diém lich sir ty nhién déu hiéu vé hién twong van hoa xi hoi thong qua nhiing biéu hién
bén ngoai cua ching.

Phin dau cua bai bao chi hoan toan ban ludn vé mot Boas theo thuyét nguyén ti,
trong khi phan tht hai ciia bai bao xem xét mot Boas theo thuyét chinh thé luan, mot Boas
“yuot qua bé ngoai” bang cach nhan biét vai trd ctia “tinh than ctia mot dan toc” (‘genius of a
people’) trong viéc hinh thanh vin hoa; mot Boas quan tim dén phong cach, nghé thut va y
nghia, quan tim dén vin ban nhu mot canh cong di vao thé gidi tu tuong cua nhitng nguoi
ban dia va tao ra mot nganh nhan hoc tim 1y. Chung t6i cho rang Boas nay thoat ra khoi lich
st tu nhién.

O diém nay, dién giai ctia Foucault-Jacob vé lich st ty nhién chi ra tiém ning tim toi
ctia n6. Toi dd xem xét moi khia canh trong nhiing khia canh chinh thé luan nay, va trong mdi
truong hop, toi déu thdy Boas tmg xir gibng nhu mot nha sir hoc ty nhién theo phai Linnaean
dang xem xét nhitng san pham vin héa dugc thé hién cu thé. Thong qua su chimg minh nay,
mot sb giai thich lai co thé 1a doc dao (d6 co thé 1a nhitng giai thich lién quan dén ¥ nghia,
hay mang tinh tinh thdn dan téco [Volksgeist] nhimg giai thich lai khac chi don gian tom tat
nhitng quan diém di duoc nhidu ngudi biét (vi du nhu phan viét vé van ban). Tuy nhién, tir
quan diém cuta t6i, dii m&i hay khong, nhimng giai thich nay chi don thuan mang tinh “chu y
dén tiéu tiét” (punctual) néu khong dugc hiéu trong sy sang tao co ban cta bai viét: 16i kién
tric bao quat toan bo clia bai viét.



Thuc su, vuot ra ngodi nhiing suy xét lai mang tinh c4 nhan, dién giai mang tinh lich
str ty nhién nay giup ngudi ta c6 thé khép ndi nhitng chiéu hudng tach roi trong nhan hoc cia
Boas cho dén nay, va hoa nhap thuc hanh dan toc hoc ctia 6ng thanh mot khuon kho dién giai
duy nhét. Tom lai, phan 16n nhimg mat da dang trong nghién ctru dan toc hoc cia éng gio day
hién ra nhu nhitng biéu hién bé mit cua tri thite [épistémé ] co s& va mang tinh t6 chic nay.
Nhiing két luan rd rang tiép theo la: & cép dd thuc hanh dan tdc hoc, t6i khong tim dugce bat
cu thuyét chinh thé luan nao, va toi 1ap ludn réng nguyén tir ludn-va-lich st ty nhién cia Boas
da tach 6ng khoi cam nhan trung thuc vé lich sir, vé& c4 nhan va chu thé.

Cudc chién chong lai thuyét tién héa va mot sé hé qua ciia cudc chién
Xem nhe phat minh, thuyét nguyén tir bat ngudn tir d6

Ngay tir nim 1886, Boas d3 bat dau cong viéc nghién ciru & ving bo bién Tay Bic
Théi Binh Duong va tim cach dé tai tao lai lich st cac nén van hoa cua khu vuc nay
(1974b[1888]). Vi chuyén mon ban dau la Vat 1y, roi tiép tuc hoc vé Dia 1y, ong str dung
nhitng k¥ thuat ciia phuong phap Dia 1y-Lich st Dirc trong cong viée ¢ khu vuc bd bién Tay
Bic. Cu thé, ong tai dung lich sir cac nén van hoa khong c6 chir viét hay tai liéu khao ¢d hoc
tir su phan b dia 1y cua cac dic diém vin hoa, 1an theo “sy lan truyén lich st va giao tiép
lich str thong qua nhing nghién ctru vé phan bé dia Iy (1974g[1906]: 187; ciing xem Bunzl
1996: 53; Kluckhohn & Prufer 1959).

Céac nha sir hoc nhdn manh anh huong cua dia 1y lich sur, cung voi viéc Boas tham gia
vao nganh bao tang (museography) va “nhan hoc vé nguyén thuy  (“salvage anthropology”)
dé giai thich vé dic diém chu yéu trong thuc hanh dan toc hoc cua 6ng. Cu thé, dé 1a nhiing
nghién ciu vé su phan bd dua trén quan diém roi rac, hay bi tdch nho vé van hoa, quan diém
ndi bat trong thyc hanh dan toc hoc ctia 6ng mai toi tdn cudi nhitng nam 1910, theo Benedict
(1943: 28-9), néu nhu khong néi rang d6 1a quan diém hoan toan thong tri (Darnell 1997: 47;
Voget 1975: 318; White 1963: 61).

Du vay, nhitng giai thich kinh dién vé thuyét nguyén tir lun ctia Boas van dé lai
nhirng cau hoi bé ngo. Vi duy, mbi quan tdm sém va va manh liét cia Boas ddi voi than thoai
va vin hoa dan gian (3 rang dd c6 tir ndm 1886), co vé mau thudn véi thuyét nguyén tir luan
manh mé nay. Mot mét, nhitng nha dia 1y-lich st Dtrc tai dung lich sir thong qua su phan bd
dia ly thuong bo qua than thoai va van héa dan gian; mat khac, cadc nha nhan hoc Btc nghiém
tic quan tdm dén than thoai va vin hoa déan gian, cu thé 13 “cdc nha tam Iy hoc din gian”
(Vélkerpsychologe), nhimg nguoi ciing anh huong dén Boas, lai khong thyuc su quan tim dén
nhiing tai dung lich sir. Theo quan diém cua t6i, viéc Boas chon than thoai ngay khi ong méi
bat dau nghién ving bd bién Tay Biéc, ciing nhuwr nhitng khdi qudt héa ban dau ciia éng vé
ban chdt cia than thoai, bong gid toi mot cong viée phai 1am rét riéng biét. Tir nam 1886 cho
t61 cudi doi minh, d6 ¢ vé 1a sy chdng ddi ngay cang rd rang ctia ong ddi véi phuwong phap
va ludn diém cua thuyét tién hoa (Voget 1975: 323) va, vuot khoi nhing diéu trén, 6ng con
chéng lai su phan biét chung toc ham ¥ trong phuong phap va luan diém d6. Do do, toi 1ap
luan réng viéc Boas lua chon than thoai 1am diém khoi diu xuét phat tr cam hing vé mat
phuong phap luan va mang tinh ludn chién.



Trén thuc té, Tylor va nhimg ngudi theo thuyét tién hoéa khac di tuyén bd rang kho
long c6 thé giai thich nhiing hién twong vin héa xa hdi phirc tap, vi du nhu than thoai va
truyén dan gian 13 nhitng phat minh doc 1ap néu chung dugc tim thiy & nhitng khu vuc khac
nhau. Boas bay to su déng tinh br:ing viéc viét vé than thoai & nhirng khu vuc dan cu lan cén:
“C6 vé kho tin 1a cting mot san pham phtrc tap d6 lai c6 hai nguén gdc trong mot khu vuc han
hep” (1974¢[1899]: 97; cling xem Harris 1968: 260; Voget 1975: 324, 331). Ong nhan xét
rang, néu nhu vy, chung han phai 1a két qua cta su luu truyén tir ving no dén ving kia.

C6 vé nhu Boas cho rang, phan 16n nhing nguoi theo thuyét tién hoa giai thich vé cac
diém twong dong giira “cac hién tuong dan toc hoc™ tur gbc d6 nhitng phat minh doc laflp4. Va
hé qua 13, su ndi bat ma ong gan cho su truyén ba trd nén quan trong trong viéc ong phan dbi
nhirng 1y thuyét tién hoa, va do d6, than thoai va van hoa dan gian cung cip 1y 18 1y tudng
chéng lai luan diém tién hoa ctia nhimg sang tao doc 1ap. N6 ciing ciing ¢b manh mé& thuyét
nguyén tir ciia 6ng, hay “quan diém rdi rac cia ong vé van hoa” (Stocking 19825[1968]:
213).

Boas tiép tuc khai quat hoa ban chét cua than thoai. Tham chi ¢ nhiing dan tdc sng
can k&, co ban cung chia sé nhiing tri thirc chii yéu, ong ciing quan sat thiy rang than thoai
ctia ho c6 nhimng di ban khac nhau, bi mat di va duoc bo sung thém céc yéu td trong qua trinh
“dich chuyén™; khi d6, 6ng dua ra két luan rang, mic du phuc tap, than thoai cho thiy do
khong phai 1a hién tugng téng thé c6 hé théng chit ch&: “Than thoai cia cic b toc khac nhau
nhu chiing ta gio' day tim thiy ching khong phai 1a nhimg sy hinh thanh c6 hé thong chit ché,
ma chiing di dan dan phét trién va thu dugc hinh thirc hién thoi qua viéc tiép nhan va phat
trién cac yéu to ngoai lai” (1974e[1899]: 96), mét két ludn éng rit ra vao khodng nam 1891
(19406[1891]). Tai sao 6ng lai két ludn som nhu thé rang than thoai khong phai dugc hinh
thanh mot cach co6 hé théng chat ch&? C6 thé doan chung do “nhiing sy hinh thanh c6 h¢
thong chit ch&” s& phai xuit hién ¢ dia phuong thong qua sy sang tao; tuy nhién, nhu nhiing
“hién tuong dugc bdi dan” (accreted phenomena), ching han di phat trién thong qua su luu
truyen.

Nhitng két luan nay vé than thoai dan Boas t6i chd phat trién mot trong nhitng ky
thuat manh nhét cua ong trong viéc phé phan thuyét tién hoa. Pidu 6ng da dat dwoc mot cach
thuyét phuc dén thé véi than thoai, ong lai lién tuc thanh cong v6i nhitng hién twong phirc tap
tuong tu, vi du nhu nghi 18, nghé thuit, san phém van hgc, tin ngudng tétem gido va nhiing
hién tugng khac nita. Trong mdi trudng hop, 6ng déu chi ra rang ngudi ta co thé tach cac hién
twong phirc tap nhét thanh cac yéu té ma phan bd dia 1y ctia nhing yéu td nay khong bi tring
nhau. T viéc khong c6 pham vi anh huéng nay, hay tir viéc “phén tach” nhitng ving phan bd
ctia cac dic tinh da dang, 6ng suy ludn rang chung khong thé duoc hop nhat thanh mot hé
thong chit ché, va vay, ching di dugc bdi dap dan. Toi goi ddy 1a phuong phap “phén tach™;
phuong phap nay da dan dat thanh cong téi chd giam vi thé cta sy phat minh va nang cao vi
thé clia sy truyén ba. Spier (1931) da rat tai tinh minh hoa phuong phéap nay khi 4p dung n6
vao than thoai, va mot bai viét ciia Boas (19404d[1903]) vé nghé thuat cling minh hoa diéu nay
rat r0.

Phwong phap phan tich ciia Boas



Trong cubn sach “The Decorative Art of the North American Indians” [Nghé thudt
trang tri cia ngwoi Da do Bac My] (1940d [1903]), Boas di st dung hét stc hiéu qua ky
thuat phan tach nay. Nhing tac gia truéc (nhitng ngudi theo thuyét tién hoa) cho ring nghé
thuat so khai tién hoa tir nhitng thé hién mang tinh hién thuc hudng téi nhitng hinh thirc hinh
hoc da dugc quy ude hoa; do do, nhirng thé hién mang tinh hién thuc, s€ con lai nhu nhiing
giai thich (hodc y nghia) cudi cung ciia cac cach trang tri hinh hoc. Nhitng ngudi khac tin
rang ky thuat va vat liéu tac dong dén su tién hoa cta cach trang tri. Nhin chung, nhimng nha
van truge kia vé nghé thuat so khai c6 xu hudng lién két cac hién tuong nghé thuat trong mot
chiéu huéng nhan qua nao dé, tiép tuc gia dinh rang su tién hoa nay phai xay ra mot cach doc
lap ¢ nhitng bd tdc khac nhau, théng qua nhitng phat minh doc 1ap. Boas khong bi thuyét
phuc bai diéu bd nay.

Trudce ti€n, ong tach ro1 “phong cach trang tri dugc st dung trong nhitng hién vat nghi
1€ va phong céach trang tri duoc sir dung trong nhiing vat dung hang ngay” (19404 [1903]:
547). Phong cach dau “thyc té hon nhiéu so voi phong cach cua nhiing vat dung hang ngay”,
vy nén “ly do quy wdc héa dong co khong thé chi 1a 1y do ky thuat” (19404 [1903]: 547).
Diéu nay ciing khoi diy nhimg nghi ngd nghiém trong vé su tién hoa tir nhitng hinh thirc
mang tinh hién thuc dén nhitng hinh thrc hinh hoc ma ngudi ta dua ra: “Néu phong cach
nghé thuat hoan toan mang tinh ban dia trong mot bo tdc cu thé, va duoc phat trién hodc tir
viéc quy udc nhitng cach trang tri mang tinh hi¢n thyc hay tu viéc xem xét ky ludng nhiing
dong co ky thuat, chung ta phai nghi ring s& tim thiy mot phong cach khac biét va nhimg
dong co khac biét ¢ mdi bd toc” (19404 [1903]: 553-4). Noi cach khac, néu nhting khia canh
da dang ctia nghé thuat — k¥ thuat, cach trang tri va y nghia — duoc gin lai voi nhau, ching ta
han phai tim thay nhimg bién thé van héa co tinh hé thong, cho thay nhimg sy sang tao tich
biét. Nhung thyc té 1a chung ta khong tim théy.

St dung nghé thuat ctia mot sé nhitng ngudi Da d6 Bic My, Boas chimg minh truong
hop cta minh théng qua viéc nghién ctru cach trang tri. Ong tap trung vao cach trang tri gidy
moccasin [mét loai giay ciia nguoi Da dé] “phtic tap dén mirc chic chin cach trang tri d6 chi
c6 thé xuit phat tir mot noi” (19404 [1903]: 555). Du vay, khi nghién ctru nhitng dién giai
ctia ngudi Da do vé cach trang tri ctia ho, 6ng kham pha ra nhiing 16i giai thich khac nhau rat
dang ké, va dua ra cau hoi: néu nhu nhimng cach trang tri phirc tap khong thé duoc tao ra mot
cach doc lap, vay nhiing céach trang tri don gian hon c6 thé duoc tao ra mot cach doc 1ap hay
khong? O déy, “nhimng cach trang tri don gian hon” néi dén “nhing yéu té céu thanh” cua
nhitng cach trang tri phtrc tap hon (19404[1903]: 556); Boas tong két nhiing giai thich cua
ngudi “ban dja” vé chung va lai thdy khong c6 su gan két dé giira cach trang tri va y nghia.

Sau khi di tim thiy “phong cach dién giai” & mot sd bo toc, Boas tiép tuc chi ra rang
su phan bd cta nhitng phong cach dién giai khong tring lip v6i bat ky phong cach nghé thuat
nao, va cudi ciing, 6ng ching minh rang “sy phan bé k¥ thuat khong théng nhit v6i sy phan
bd cac dong co” (19404[1903]: 560). Thuc té rang cac hop phan/yéu té nghé thuat — k¥ thuat,
cach trang tri, su dién giai, va phong cach dién giai — tit ca déu duogc tach ra, dua 6ng dén chd
tuyén bd lai mot cach chic chan hon hai luan diém nén tang cua 6ng. Ludn diém thir nhat,
mot hién tugng phirc tap nhu nghé thuét cua mot bd toc khong phai 1a mot sy hinh thanh hiru
co ma 1a mot hién tuong duoc boi dip dan, két qua cua sy truyén ba cac ki thuat, phong cach



va sy dién giai. Luan diém tht hai, vi gidn v6i mot phong cach cu thé khong c¢6 mét sy dién
giai cu thé nao, tir d6 suy ra rang nhimng su dién giai “chac han phat trién sau khi nguoi ta da
phat minh ra cach trang tri hay dwa cach trang tri d6 vao; rang cach trang tri dimg ¢ hang thir
nhat, y tuong dimg ¢ hang thir hai, va y tuong khong lién quan gi dén qua trinh phat trién lich
sir cta chinh cach trang tri” (19404[1903]: 555); ddy 1a mot bién thé cua 1y thuyét cua Boas
vé viéc 1y giai thir cdp (secondary explanation) diéu ma ong lip lai va khai quat hoa trong
doan cudi cung (19404[1903]: 563; doc thém vé giai thich lai & bén dudi). Do o, trong mot
phan tich duy nhit vé su tach biét, Boas di thanh cong trong viéc 1am tan v& nhiing trat tu
tién hoa bat ré tir nhimg két ndi sai 1am, ching minh rang nhitng hién tugng phtrc tap nhu
nghé thuét ¢ thé dugc bdi dap dan.

Cac moi nguy van héa va cam hirng tir lich sir tu nhién

Do c6 su tach biét (dissociation) chi ra sy 10i rac (fragmentation), thuyét nguyén tir
cua Boas dugc cung ¢ . Va d&n luot minh, thuyét nguyén tu lai tao nén cai ma Orta (2004)
goi 1 tim nhin “entropi” (“entropic” vision) vé van hoa — vin hoa dugc hiéu nhu sy tap hop
ngdu nhién cac yéu t6 van hoa. Néu cac yéu td dich chuyén, va sy phan b dia 1y cia ching
hiém khi tring hop, khi d6 ching sé& bi tach rdi, mang tinh tu tri cao, dich chuyén theo nhiing
chiéu huéng khong du doan duoc, tap hop lai véi nhimg dic tinh khac dén tir nhitng chan troi
van hoda khac trong mot bd tdc cu thé; su két hop cta ching khong mang tinh hé théng va tao
nén nhitng méi nguy [hazard] van hoa (vé mit Iy thuyét duoc hop nhat lai boi tinh than cua
mot dan toc, nhu chung ta s& thiy). Viét vé nhiing yéu t6 chu yéu trong phuong phap cua
Boas va stir dung nghién ctru ciia Boas vé than thoai Tsimshia (1916) lam vi du, Leslie Spier
phan anh vé vai tro ma 1y thuyét ctia Boas vé viéc giai thich lai trong nhan hoc cta Boas, va
o6ng da sang sudt dwa ra két luan:’

Nguyén tic vé nhing dién giai lai 14 mot ham ¥ c6 anh huong sau rong. Qua do,
ngudi ta c6 thé hiéu tai sao phan 16n cac nha nhan hoc lai nhin nhdn méi nén vin héa
nhw mét khoi nhitng dac diém khong tach biét, két néi véi nhau qua mot loat nhitng
ngau nhién lich sit, nhitng yéu t6 khong két noi véi nhau vé mdt chire ndng, nhung
duoc tin 1a két ndi v6i nhau thong qua nhitng chu nhan ciia nén vin héa dé do cach ho
dién giai vé cac dic tinh. (Spier 1931: 455, nhan manh bang in nghiéng cua tac gia).

Pay 1a mot phan ciia phuong trinh. Thuyét nguyén tir ndy ciing con lién quan chit ch@
véi quan diém lich st tu nhién cua thé gidi van hoa. Nhiéu nha binh luin, manh mé& nhat 1a
Lesser va Kroeber, di nhdn manh mdi quan tdm vinh cuu cua Boas dbi véi lich st tu nhién,
va cach né tac dong dén nhan hoc ciia ong (Boas 19404[1887]; Harris 1968: 286-7; Kroeber
1959; Lesser 1981; ciing xem Kluckhohn & Prufer 1959: 39; Smith 1959; Stocking 1992:
123; Voget 1975: 323, 328). T6i dua ra tuyén bd vé mot diéu co ban hon nhiéu. Lich st tu
nhién ma t6i ndi dén khong chi don gian 1a cai con lai tir nhitng nim thiéu thoi va nhitng nim
hoc dai hoc ctia Boas, mot thién hudéng don gian ddi véi nhitng gop nhat va “toan bd lich str
cua mot su kién duy nhéat”, diéu sé t6 diém thém cho nhan hoc cta ong. T6i nhin nhén lich str
tu nhién do khong phai nhu mét tdc dong lich sir truc tiép, ma nhu mot sy hdi tu: toi thira
nhan rang Boas hiéu thé gidi vin hoa theo cach ma nhimg nha sir hoc tu nhién thé ky XVIII
theo kiéu Linnaean hiéu vé thé gi6i tu nhién. Toi dong tinh rang 46 1a tri thire [épistémé] nén
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tang, co ban va lan tran khap ctua Boas, mét ##i thirc hop voi quan dieém nguyén tir ludn cua
ong ve van hoa; trén thuc te, toi nhin nhén ching nhu hai mat cua mét dong tien.

Foucault va Jacob tao nén ngudn cam himg cho su két ndi giira nguyén tir luan va lich
str ty nhién, véi nhitng dién giai hao himg cua ho vé lich sir ty nhién thé ky XVIII (Foucault
1966; Jacob 1970); dbi véi ca hai, sinh hoc chi ndi 1én vao thé ky XIX véi khai niém td chuc,
ngu y viéc cac co quan bén trong ciua dong vat c6 mdi lién hé theo cdch nhin qua. Ho so
sanh sinh hoc, v6i khai niém then chdt cua nd vé su to chirc (“sur tuwong quan cua Cuvier vé
cac phén” [bén trong]) voi lich st ty nhién cua thé ky trude. Theo ho, lich sir ty nhién nay
hoan toan thiéu bat ctr khai niém nao vé doi séng va to chirc, hai khai niém gan lién véi nhau
vé mit nhan thirc luan; cac nha st hoc ty nhién ctia thé ky XVIII chi nhan thie vé co thé sdng
tap hop thanh loai dugc phan chia trén co sé dic tinh bén ngodi cua chung, hay céu tric co
thé nhin thdy (& day “ciu trac” khong ham ¥ su td chirc ma chi don gian 1a sé luong, hinh
dang, va su sdp xép tuong dbi nhimg phan co thé nhin thiy; Foucault 1966: 147; ciing xem
Foucault 1966: 144, 149, 156; Jacob 1970: 37, 42, 54 {t.).

Nhiing sy hoi tu la rat dang kinh ngac. Bt ké mot sb tuyén bd ly thuyét trdi nguoc,
thuyét nguyén tir ctia Boas va nghién ctru vé phan bd ham y rang nguoi ta cin so sanh nhiing
thé hién bén ngodi cta hién tuong vin hoa-xa hoi dé chi ra nhitng diém tuong dong hay khac
biét. Hon thé nita, lich sir tw nhién kiéu Linnaean thiéu bat ctr khai niém nao vé su to chirc;
tuong tu nhu vay, mot quan diém entropi v& van hoa bao hiéu diéu trai nguoc cua td chuc, su
hop nhét, hay h¢ théng; mét thue thé o td chire, hay c6 hé théng 12 mot thue thé ma cac phén
cua no lién quan dén nhau, mot thue thé mang tinh phu thudc qua lai vé mit chirc nang, mot
diéu gi d6 ngoai lai dbi voi nhan hoc tach roi cua Boas, nhu Spier nhan xét. O muc do do,
thuyét nguyén tir luan ctia Boas va lich sir ty nhién cta thé ky XVIII 1a mot phan cta tri thikc
d6. Do d6, t6i s& 1ap luan rang ddc diém chinh, néu nhu khong phai toan bo dic diém cia
thuc hanh nhan hoc cua Boas, du chung mang tinh nguyén tur luan hay dugc coi la mang tinh
chinh thé luan, & mic do déng ké, bat ngudn tir sy hoi tu tri thic (epistemic convergence)

nay.°

Lich sir tw nhién ciia vin héa va nhirng h€ qua cta né
Sw thiéu hut tinh lich su ciia van hoa

Ngudi ta ¢ thé dé cap dén cach hiéu ctua Boas vé lich sir thong qua ban tom tit mot
trong nhimg bai bao clia 6ng, cu thé 1a “The Mythology of the Bella Coola Indians” [Thdn
thogi ciia nhitng nguoi Da d6 Bella Coola] (1974d[1898]). Trong bai viét nay, 6ng cb ging
giai thich nét dic trung trong than thoai ctia nguoi Bella Coola (chi yéu 14 ban sic dia
phuong manh mé& va ban chét hé thong cua chiing). Ong so bd vach ra mot sb nhimg dic tinh
da dang bén ngoai ctia nhimg than thoai nay (su ndi giao trong lang, kiéu dinh cu, tim quan
trong ctia hinh diu riéng, va van van), so sanh v&i nhitng dic tinh ctia cac ving lan can phia
Nam va phia Bic, cu thé 14 nhimg ngudi Coast Salish va Bella Bella (Bella Bella 1a ngudi
Kwakiutl). Ong gia dinh rang ngudi Coast Salish ¢6 mot “hinh thirc t6 chirc x4 hoi don gian
hon” so véi nguoi Bella Bella bdi vi ho khong c6 duge nhiing khu lang c6 cac thi tdc dan
chéo nhau. Sau khi xem xét sy phan bd cac dic tinh, ong suy luan ring ngudi Bella Coola co



ngudn gbc tir nguoi Coast Salish, va ho di cu vé phia Bac dén dong song Bella Coola. Tiép
d6, ong nhan xét rang nguoi Bella Coola cling ¢6 chung mot loat cac dic diém vé6i nhimng
ngudi hang x6m Bella Bella ¢ phia bic, nhung 6ng khong ban luan vé nhitng ngudn goc da
dang c6 thé cta nhitng dic tinh nay. Vi dy, ong khong dit ra kha ning rang nhing dic tinh
d6, hay it nhat mot s trong s nhitng dic tinh d6, chic hin c6 ngudn goc tir nhitng nguoi
Bella Coola va sau d6 dugc nhitng nguoi Bella Bella vay muogn; 6ng thuc su gia dinh réng su
truyén ba chi xay ra tir mot hudng, tir nhitng ngudi Bella Bella téi nhitg ngudi Bella Coola.
Tai sao lai nhu vay? Chi ¢ thé phong doan, nhung bang ching hién ¢ cho thiy, chic chin
ong da dua ra két luan nay tir thuc té rang 6ng nghi nguoi Bella Bella ¢6 mot to chtrc x3 hoi
phuc tap hon.

Thuc té, nhiing co ché ma Boas vién dan dé giai thich vé su truyén ba dem dén su
dién giai nhu sau: ong giai thich vé sy truyén ba tir nhimg ngudi Bella Bella dén nguoi Bella
Coola qua thyc té rang nguoi Bella Coola cam thay mot sy thap kém hon khi déi mat voi
ngudi Bella Bella bai vi ho khong c6 hinh du gia dinh riéng. Mong mudn bt chudc nhiing
nguoi lang giéng phuong Béc, ngudi Bella Coola tim cach co dugc nhimg hinh dau hiéu do
d6 bang cach cudi nhitng ngudi dan ba Bella Bella (6ng khong nhéc dén nhing nguoi phu nir
Bella Coola liy chong nguoi Bella Bella). Bén canh hon nhan khac ching toc, ddi véi Boas,
nhitng diém twong dong trong cac nén van hoa, va tham chi ca cai ma 6ng goi 1a “16i phan b
song song” (“parallelism of distribution” - sy phan bd hai hoic ba dic tinh déi lic trung
nhau), gy ra nhitng mdi lién hé tam 1y, va ong giai thich vé diéu nay chi yéu & goc do sy bat
chudc.

Trong chirng muc cdm nhén cua t61, 1dp luan nay dai dién cho nhiing tai dung lich su
da dang cua Boas, ma moi tai dung do déu dua trén nghién ctru vé su phan bd (xem thém
White 1963). Ong 1ap so d6 nhiing hién tugng da dang, va nhitng mdi lién hé lich sir ma ong
suy luan ra gifta cac yéu td van hoa & nhitng nén vin héa lang giéng thudng chi ra sy truyén
béa. Do su truyén ba khong c6 nhitng giai thich can ké tai sao moi ngudi vay muon, trir Iy do
bt chudc, nguoi ta c¢6 thé 1ap luan rang “lich st” cia chuong trinh “lich st van hoa” cia
Boas it nhiéu dong nghia véi “di chuyén trong khong gian”. Vi di chuyén trong khong gian
can co thoi gian, no thé hién thanh lich s, Tuy nhién, diéu trai nguoc la viéc khong gian hoa
thoi gian nay c¢6 vé nhu loai ra ¥ nghia thyc cua lich sir.®

Pay la diéu dang ngac nhién & mot nha nhan hoc 1 rang va dat khoat tuyén bd cha
nghia lich st (historicism) ctia minh suét tir dau dén cudi sy nghiép (1940¢[1896]: 276; xem
thém 1940/[1932]: 250; 1940m[1936]: 305), va la nguoi duge sinh vién cua minh cling nhu
phan 16n cac nha binh luan hoan nghénh 14 theo chii nghia lich sir mét cach co ban. Nhung,
nhu Spier nhén xét,

Can phai n6i 16 rang khi néi “mang tinh lich st Boas chi dinh néi rang mdi dic tinh
vin hoa va hinh thai can phai c6 mét hinh thuc trude do riéng biét. Piéu nay khong
kéo theo nhu ciu phai dwa ra mot hinh anh dung véi thoi gian c6 anh hudng sau
rong... N6 du dé dap tmg muc dich ctia 6ng 13 nhin thang vao buic tranh “trudc va sau”
& mot dia diém va thoi gian nhat dinh (1959: 147; xem thém Voget 1975: 328).

Ban than Boas cling vi€t rang, “nguoi ta sé thay rang nhan hoc khéc vai lich sur, va
giong v6i nhitng nganh khoa hoc trr nhién trong nd luc ctia nd dé bat chap nhiing gia tri chii
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quan cua nhimg diéu di xay ra trong lich sir; rang nd cb gang xem xét nhimg diéu d6 mot
cach khach quan, don gian nhu mot chudi cac sy kién, bat ké tac dong cua chung lén tién
trinh van minh hoa” (19744[1907]: 270).

Diéu nay c6 phai 1a lich sir khong? Néu dua vao tuyén bd cua Boas thi diéu d6 kho
1ong 1a lich sir, nhung chiing ta can phai thira nhan rang Boas d tai dung lai lich sir ctia cac
x3 hoi khong c6 tai lidu viét, truée khi ngudi ta tim ra bang ching khao cb. Tuy nhién, ca cac
nha dia 1y lich sit Buc 1am vi¢c khi khong co6 tu liéu viét tay, va ngudi anh huong dén Boas
nhiéu nhat — dic biét 1a Ritter va Fischer, theo Kluckhohn va Prufer (1959: 13-19) — ciing
nghién ciru con nguodi thong qua nhitng cau hoi vé “su di cu, ...chiém déng, thudc dia hoa, ...
giao thong, van chuyén” (Ritter, trong Kluckhohn & Prufer 1959: 14), va vé nhitng mdi quan
hé nhan qua da dang (nghién ctru ciia Fischer vé cdy cha 1a trong Kluckhohn & Prufer 1959:
18). Boas thi khong lam nhu vay.

Néu chiing ta bo qua Ritter va Fischer, liéu nhiéu nhing tai dung lich st cia Boas c6
thé duoc coi 1a “lich st”? Téi tin réng chung chi mang tinh lich st mot cach hoi hot. Bt ké
cach hiéu vé lich sir ctia tac gia c6 thé riéng biét nhu thé nao, bat ké tac gia co thé mong
mubn minh “khach quan” dén thé nao, lidu ching ta c6 thé goi cac cong trinh 1a “mang tinh
lich st néu nhu khong c6 nhiing tac nhan lich sir, qua trinh lich sir, va tham chi nhiing trinh
tu nhan qua t6i thiéu? Cubi cung thi, day thuc su 1a mot dang lich sit ma Boas viét, d6 1a “su
kién” lich str chu yéu lam tuong déng vO1 su vay muon ma khong cé tinh chién luoc, dé cap
dén yéu t6 ca nhan con ngudi, ma nhimg “nguyén nhan” cta chung mang tinh tim 1y (ngoai
trir nhitng cudc hén nhan ngoai dong toc) va chi yéu bao gom thién hudng tam 1y dbi véi
viéc bat chude (léy tr tam 1y tap thé cua de Tarde). Tham chi vao thoi diém Boas viét, va
tham chi khi nguoi ta khong cé bét ct hinh thire tu liéu van ban hay tu liéu khao ¢ nao, van
kho chép nhan rang khong co lya chon nao, ngoai theo thuyét tién hoa dbi véi lich sir cua
Boas. Va sau d6 khong thé udc doan duge nhimng qua trinh lich sir dang thuyét phuc hon, mot
s6 tap hop tdi thiéu nhiing trinh tu nhan qua va nhitng dong co ca nhan da dang ngoai su bat
chude. Vi nhiéu 1y do khac nhau, 6ng chic han khéng mubn lam nhu vay, nhung d6 khong
phai 1a mdt muc dich khong thé dat duoc.

La mot ngudi trung thanh voi thuyét cua Boas, Spier nim rat rd vé thuc hanh cua
Boas. Ong nhén thay rang “lich st ctia Boas phai dbi dau véi suw phdn logi “truéc va sau”
d6i v6i nhitng thyc té khach quan c6 thé dinh luong, phai rit ra nhitng suy luan vé mdi lién
quan tir nhitng phan bd khong thay ddi trong khong gian. Néi cach khéc, tham chi ddi vai
Spier va nhitng ngudi duong thoi khac, thuyét lich sir ctia Boas thiéu bét ctr chiéu sau thyc sy
nao (xem Kroeber 1946: 8; 1952 [1936]; Radin 1933: 17).

Thyec tai mong manh cua cdc nén van hoa

Theo 1y thuyét, cac yéu t6 vin hoa tap hop lai trong mot “dia diém xa hoi” cu thé
(trong mot bd toc hay mdt “dan toc”) cho théy mot nén van hoéa don 1é; Boas nhan théy su ton
tai ciia chung va 6ng thuc su viét vé nhitng nén vin héa don 1¢. Tuy nhién, 6ng khong quan
tam dén viéc don gian thng ké nhimng yéu t& van hoa ctia mot bd toc ma quan tam dén viée

tai dung lich sir ciia n6 thong qua nhitng nghién ciru vé sy phan b6. Nghién ciru vé sy phan



bd ciing con dya vao su ton tai cia nhitng nén van héa don 1é. Nhung, diéu trai nguoc 1a,
nhitng nén vian hoéa don 1¢ trong nghién ctru dan tdc hoc ciia Boas chii yéu chi xuat hién nhu
mot phuong tién dé dat dén muc dich ma gﬁn nhu loai bé viéc nghién ctru chiing, hay lich str.
Trong thuc té, nhitng phan bd dia Iy cuia Boas cho thiy nhitng dic diém giira cac nén vin hoa
lang giéng tao nén “khu vuc vian hoa”, hay “ving vin héa”, theo cich noi cua Stocking
(1982a [1968]: 157), va 6ng tao nén dugc biéu d6 nhu vay trén co s¢ nhiing dac diém bén
ngoai cua dic tinh (bao gém than thoai, niém tin, hay nghi 1 dugc tach ra thanh nhiing doan
nho). Ong chil yéu, néu khong phai 1 hoan toan, chii trong vao nhitng nén van héa khu vuc
ndy, va 6ng va cac sinh vién cta minh coi day 1a tap hop nhitng nén vin hoéa c6 mdi quan hé
gan giii nhat vé mat lich st.

Trong thuc hanh dan toc hoc ctia minh, chi trir khi 6ng nghién ctru cac van ban va mot
sb khia canh cua td chirc xa hoi, nhiing nén van hoa don 1é dugc bién thanh nhiing nén vin
hoéa khu vuc; chung dugc “khu vuc hoa”, co thé noi nhu sziy.9 Do nhiing su hd tro nghién ctru
hiém khi tap trung truc tiép vao ching, nhitng nén vin hoéa don 1é cua Boas thuong co vé 1a
diéu can thiét vé mat 1y thuyét chtr khong phai 1a trong tim thyc nghiém. O muc d6 d6, ching
thiéu chiéu siu ban thé hoc (ontological depth), va do do, thiéu chiéu canh ndi tai hay thiéu to
chue.'”

Nhiéu ngudi sé phan béc lai rang ddy khé long 13 toan bo cau chuyén vé Boas. Con ¢
mot Boas chinh thé luan khac, nguoi nghién cuu “tinh than cua mot dan toc” thong qua
phong cach, van ban, ¥ nghia, 1y giai thtr cAp va tao nén nhan hoc tdm 1y trong qua trinh do.
Bay gio toi s€ xem xét tung nhan dinh nay.

Phan chirng vé mot Boas theo thuyét nguyén tir va lich sir tw nhién?

“Tinh thdn ciia mét dan toc” khong thé thiéu dwoc, nhung bi phdn logi, va phong cdch
“dwoc dinh lvong”

Tir kinh nghiém cta minh, Boas da biét rang cac nén vin hoa co nhitng phong cach co
thé nhan biét. Ngay tir nim 1887, trong nhimg bai viét phé phan Otis Mason, ngudi theo
thuyét tién hoa va 1a nguoi phu trach tai Bao tang Qudc gia Hoa Ky ¢ Washington, 6ng da
nhan manh ring cac dic diém van hoa thu duoc ¥ nghia tir phong cdch cia mot nén van hoa
(19744[1887]: 62). Nhitng tham chiéu vé y nghia va phong cich no6i vé mot nha nhan hoc
kién quyét vuot qua nhimng hinh thirc bén ngoai dé di dén chiéu hudng ndi tai ctia cac nén vin
hoa. Nhung 1am cach nao ma 6ng c¢6 thé di tir yéu td van hoa dén phong cach (hay miu hinh,
trong nhiing bai viét sau nay) va y nghia ca toan bd nén vin hoa?

Trong sudt 10 nim, Boas im ling khong néi gi vé ngudn gdc cta phong cach clia mot
bd toc. Tuy nhién, sau d6 6ng viét nhiéu hon vé van dé nay, dic biét sau nhig nam 1900,
“khi nhitng phé binh cta ong vé thuyét tién hoa co ban di hoan thién”, mic du “tu tudng cla
ong vé van dé nay khong hé mang tinh hé théng va ngudi ta phai gbp nhit tu tuong dé tir
nhitng bai viét trén danh nghia lai vé nhiing chu dé khac” (Stocking 1974: 6). Vay nhing tur
tuong nay la gi?

Sau khi tuyén bd rang than thoai phét trién théng qua sy bdi dép chat liéu ngoai lai,
trong phan trich dan dugc dua ra ¢ trén (tr. 435), 6ng ngay lap tirc bd sung: “Phan 16n nhiing
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tai liéu nay chac han da duoc ké tuc khi da sin sang, va duoc bién d6i theo hinh thirc phu hop
Véi tinh than ciia dan téc [Trong tiéng Duec, tir 46 13 Volksgeist], ngudi di vay muon néd”
(Boas 1974¢[1899]: 97, nhin manh bang in nghiéng cua tac gia)'' Hanh dong Volksgeist nay
cho théy mot sur chuyén dong vuot ra ngoai nguyén tir luan va lich str ty nhién, hudng t61 mot
cai gi do sau sdc hon; liéu nd c6 tiét 16 mot hinh thirc co to chirc?

“Tinh than ctia mdt dan tdc” ctia Boas t6 ra 1a “mot cai gi d6” c6 tac dung déng hoa
nhirng dac tinh méi duge vay muon thong qua viée phu 1én d6 mot phong céach, va rap khudn
nhitng dic tinh dugc phat minh theo phong cach cta nén vin hoa d6. Do né diic nan nén ca
nhimg dau vao va san pham van hoa, n6 khé 1ong c6 thé 13 chiéu hudng ndi tai caa mot to
chirc song. Nguoi ta c6 thé goi nd 1a “cai diéu hanh tinh than” (“mental operator”) xut ly
nhirng dau vao va dau ra van hoa. Nhung néu nhu Boas dua cot véi mot khai niém nhu vay
trong nghién ctru cia minh vé ngdn ngit bai vi 6ng hiéu ban chit phan loai ctia ngdn ngit, 6ng
da khong bao gid thanh cong trong viéc ghép mdt kha nang truc gidc tuong tu vao cong viéc
nghién ctru dan toc hoc cua ong.

Néu d6 khong phai 13 cai diéu hanh tinh thdn (mental operator), thi liéu dé c6 thé 1a
gi? Cau tra 101 doi hoi ngudi ta phai vong véo mot chit. Diéu ma “tinh thin cia mot dan toc”
ctia Boas thuc su 1am 13 dam bao rang nhimg dic tinh méi, chu yéu 1a vay muon, c6 chung
phong cach véi nhiing ddc tinh khéc trong cung van hoa do, vi 6ng xem nhe vai tro cia su
sang tao. Piéu ndy giy nén diém khac biét chu yéu. Foucault viét ring cac nha st hoc tu
nhién coi ciu trac 1a sé lugng, hinh dang va su sip xép cac phan (xem tr. 437), do d6, phan
biét su sép xép véi to chue, va dé cau tric sang mot bén. Viéc cim hoa c6 thé tiét 10 mot
phong cach (phong cach ciia nguoi Anh, ngudi Nhat), nhung khong cho nguoi ta thiy cach to
chirc bén trong, chir dimg noéi dén ciu triic. Va tuong ty nhu vay nhitng phong cach c6 mbi
tuong quan rd rang hon. Giai di€u, hay mot phong cach am nhac, 13 viéc sép xép cac am
thanh. Nguoi ta ¢6 thé thay ddi chung (trong nhitng gidi han nhét dinh, diéu nay khong lién
quan gi dén su twong quan nhung lién quan chit ché dén quy wdc); mot sé cach sip xép co
thé nghe chdi tai nhung no s& thé hién mot phong cach.

Ciing giéng nhu kién trac. Ngudi ta co thé nédi rang mot nha tho theo trudng phai
Goétich c6 cau tric, nhung cach bd tri cac yéu té xung quanh ciu tric d6 khong bd sung cho
cach to chirc; nd dinh ra mot phong cach. Nhitng ngudi kién tric su ¢6 thé ting sb lugng cac
nha tho nho, canh cira hay cac cira s6 kinh mau trong cac nha thd 16n theo phong cach Gotic
1én nhiéu lan, hay ting chiéu cao, chiéu dai ma khong thay doi nhiéu sy sip xép chung va van
giit lai phong cach d6. Nhung chiing ta ching thé ting sd lwong hay mé rong nhiéu & nhimg
thuc thé c6 to chiic (organized entities), vi du nhu cac co thé song. Py khong con 1a van dé
sap xép, ma 1 van dé td chirc noi tai.

Do d6, t6i can phai noi rd 101 tuyén bd ban dau ciia minh. Céac yéu té ban dau dong
g6p vao viéc tao nén mot nén van hoéa trong nhan hoc ctua Boas lién két voi nhau mot cach
ngiu nhién, nhung chiing c6 thé “dugc sap xép” thong qua su hoat dong cua tinh than dan téc
[ Volksgeist], do d6, tao nén mot phong cach, hay tao nén cai ma sau d6 6ng goi 1a “mau
hinh”, ma chung van khong dugc to chirc mot cach hé théng. Nhung co dung 1a nhu thé
khong? Cau tra 10i ndm ¢ nhimng diéu Boas néi vé phong céch.
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Nhu t6i biét, Boas khong mé ta trong mot tai liéu nao vé phong cach cta ca nén vin
héa. Ong chi néi vé phong cach trong hai bdi canh, cu thé 1a trong nghién ctru ciia 6ng vé
nghé thuat nguyén thiry va trong mot bai viét vé “van hoc nguyén thuy”: ‘Stylistic Aspects of
Primitive Literature’[“Cac khia canh van phong cua van hoc nguyén thuy”] (Boas 1940;
[1925]).12 O day, Boas bt dau béng nhén xét vé mot sd khia canh hinh thire cua phong cach,
vi du nhu thuc té riang cic bai hat va cac cAu chuyén ké mang tinh phd quat va do do, chic
hén chung phai 1a hinh thirc co ban cia hoat dong van hoc; thém nira, thuc té rﬁng, trude khi
nguoi ta phat minh ra chit viét, tho ca khong tach roi khdi am nhac. Khi d6, ong nhan manh
su kho khan cua viéc danh gia chinh xéac “dac tinh nhip di¢u cua van xudi chinh thirc” trong
vin hoc nguyén thity, su quan sat dan t6i 10i chi trich dau tién ddi v6i nhitng giai thich vé su
xuét hién cta ching.

Sau khi di chon ra nhimg dic tinh phd quat ctia phong cach nguyén thuy, Boas tim
kiém nhirng dac tinh cu thé:

Ngay khi chiing t6i di sdu vao nhiing hinh thirc nghé thuat cia mot nhém véan hoa,
ching t6i ¢ thé quan sat rang c6 nhimg dic tinh riéng biét, khong phd bién dbi véi
loai ngudi. Diéu nay 16 rang nhat & nhimg hinh thirc nhét dinh cta doi séng van hoa
trai dai qua nhitng khu vuc 16n ma khong dat duoc su phan bd phé quat (1940;[1925]:
495).

Trong phan thir hai cua bai viét, ong ap dung phuong phap phan bo/phan tach cua
minh, nhan xét vé sy hién di¢n hodc thi€u vang cac cau tuc ngit, cau do, truy¢n con vat va su
ca & nhitng khu vuc khac nhau trén thé gioi, va dua ra két ludn:

Trén co s¢ sy phan bd nhiing dang nay, nguoi ta co thé rut ra hai két luan: mét 1a,
nhitng hinh thirc nay khong nhit thiét phai 1a nhitng budc trong sy phat trién cc hinh
thirc van hoc, nhung ching xay ra trong nhitng diéu kién nhat dinh; hai 13, cac hinh
thirc khong bi quyét dinh boi ching toc, ma phu thudc vao nhiing su kién lich su
(19407[1925]: 496).

Noi cach khac, nhitng cau chuyén phu hop véi diéu kién doi sdng cia cac dan toc, hay
mdi quan tAm, ban tdm ndi troi cua ho (19407[1925]: 496 ff.). Nhin chung, mic du su phan
tach duogc st dung mot cach khéo 1€o, & day, Boas bd budc minh trong nhiing khia canh hinh
thirc ciia phong cach va sy phan bd ciia chung dé lam suy yéu nhiing ludn thuyét tién hoa hay
phan biét ching tdc (xem thém Voget 1975: 329).

Nghé thuat 1a gi? Trudc Primitive Art [Nghé thudt nguyén thiy] cong bd nam 1927,
Boas di viét vé chu dé nay trong nhitng nim trude d6 (1883-1911, theo Stocking 1974). Ong
hodc str dung phuwong phap phan tach dé lam tung nhitng dién giai thong thuong vé su tién
hoa ctia nghé thuat (19404[1903]; xem phan bén trén), hay phan dbi nhiing luan thuyét tién
hoa d6 théng qua su so sanh chi tiét theo kiéu lich st tu nhién (1940e[1908]). Trong ca hai
truong hop, tham chi trong cudn Primitive art [Nghé thudt nguyén thiy], ong khong viét vé
phong cach voi tu cdach la phong cach (Kroeber 1956: 158; Wax 1956). Nghia la, 6ng nghién
ctru vé phong cach nhu 6ng nghién ctru lich str, diing vé mit dinh luong (k¥ thuat, vat li¢u
duoc str dung, sy phat minh ddi 14p véi bit chude); va do do, duge xac dinh sb lugng, bi pha
v& thanh nhitng manh dugc bdi dan, phong cach danh mét chdt lwong phong cach ciia no.
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Thuc sy “tinh thin ciia mdt dan toc” ctia Boas bién ddi nhitng diém khac biét (cua
nhimg dic tinh da dang di vao mot nén vin hoa) thanh diém tuong ddng vin hoa; c6 thé noi
rang no6 ¢o tac dung tao ra phong cach/mau hinh vin hoa va tinh doc nhét. Do dé, thong qua
chu thé cua tinh than dan téc, Boas van nghi vé mit su phan chia dic tinh theo diém twong
ddng va khac biét (ctia phong cach) giita cac yéu td “bén trong” va “bén ngoai” mot nén vin
hoéa cy thé" trén co sé nhimg déc tinh rd nét cua chung. Do d6, tink than ddn téc khong “sap
xép”, t6 churc, hay diéu chinh nhing hoat dong phong phu cua cac co thé xa hoi; né it nhiéu
tao nén nhitng s kiém ké mang tinh phong cach.

Bi gidng xé gitta nhitng yéu t6 bi dich chuyén va tri thirc rang céc nén vin héa c6 thé
khong duoc mau hinh héa mot cach triét dé nhung du sao ciing thé hién nhitng phong cach co
thé nhan biét, Boas goi Ién tinh than ctia mot dan tdc nhung khong mo ta cach n6 dugc van
hanh."* Nhu vay, tinh than ddn téc ndi 1én nhu mot quy luat 1y thuyét tit yéu, duoc dua ra dé
giai thich vé su ton tai ciia phong cach. Nhu mot diéu gi d6 khong xac dinh ma can phai duoc
biéu thi chir khong phai thira nhan 13 dung, va nhitng cach van hanh ciia né can phai dugc
hiéu mot phdn, né c6 gia tri nhu mot petitio principii [ldp ludn quanh qudn] (tinh than dén
t6c 1a nhu thé dbi voi toan bo truyén thdng Pirc, ké tir Herder trd di). Vi 1y do nay, toi coi nd
khong phai nhu cai van hanh tinh thdn (mental operator) ma nhu mot “nguyén 1y bi suy yéu,
mot “nguyén 1y cta sy dong hoa va dong nhét vian hoa”. Va, véi tu cach 1a mot “nguyén 1y,
liu n6 c6 thé mang gia tri Iy gia hon nhitng “tac dung” hay “nguyén 1y”” cta nganh hoa hoc
hay y hoc trudc do?

Boas va van ban

Tuy nhién, con ¢ nhitng Boas khac. Ban than 6ng khuyén khich ching ta “tim kiém
nhitng dic diém tam 1y chung, khéng phdi trong diém twong dong hedng ngoai ciia nhing
hién twong cua cdc téc ngwoi ma trong diém tuong dong ciia cic qua trinh tam 1y”
(1974i[1910]: 247, tac gia nhan manh bang in nghiéng); theo nhimg ngudi khac, dng phét 1o
nhimg tac dong twong déng hudng ra bén ngoai dé tim thiy “y nghia ndi tai” cta chung
(Jacknis 1985: 79; Stocking 1974: 4-5), va coi nhe hinh thirc bén ngoai cho qué trinh (Jacknis
1996: 202). Va trén tit ca, c6 mdt nha nhan hoc quan tdm dén van ban do ching thé hién van
hoa ciia ngudi ban dia nhu cach ho nhin thiy, nhitng ngudi da dua ra 1y thuyét giai thich thi
cép, va tao nén mdt nganh nhan hoc mang ning tinh tdm 1y. Toi s& xem xét nhiing Boas da
dang nay, bat dau v6i mot Boas suu tAm van ban. Su tap trung vao van ban, néu co, s& phai
chi ra mdi quan tim dén nhitng nén vian hoa riéng 1¢ va chidu hudng noi tai ctia nhimg nén
van hoa nay.

Tuy nhién, cac thuc té c6 vé nhu gy ra an tuong sai 1am vé mot suy luan nhu vay.
Trén thuc té, nhitng van ban do trudc hét va trén tat ca 1a nhirng than thoai, cau chuyén va bai
hat (Jacknis 1996: 197; White 1963: 23). Va tai sao Boas lai suu tam nhitng san pham vin
héa cu thé d6? Bai vi, ddi véi ong, ching tao thanh “su thé hién vé nén vin hoa theo cach
ngudi Da d6 nhin thdy n6”. Hon thé nita, mot sé 1ap luan rang, boi vi 6ng c6 thé tao ching
thanh cc san pham “khach quan” (Briggs & Bauman 1999; Darnell 2001: 42; Jacknis 1996:
197).
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Briggs va Bauman da chi ra cach ma Boas, tham chi khi hgp tdc v6i Hunt, xay dung
nén nhitng vin ban nay, va tiép tuc “giai vin ban” (detextualized) chiing (1999: 486, 491), bo
di moi “dau vét dién ngodn trong su tham gia tich cuc c¢6 ¥ thirc cta nhitng ngudi hop tac véi
ong” (1999: 514), mot qué trinh ma ho coi 13 “sy thé hién khach quan”.

Nhimng vin ban cua Boas ciing gidng hién vat do chinh ndi dung cia chung (xem
Berman 1996: 236; Briggs & Bauman 1999: 504), va phan 16n cac vin ban vé t6 chirc xa hoi
noi vé phong tuc tip quan. Boas ¢ vé nhur it quan tdm dén nhitng hanh vi khong chinh thirc
(Codere 1959: 61);"° khong gidng hanh vi khong chinh thirc, phong tuc 1a nhitng hinh thirc
hanh vi d3 duge mi hoa, nhitng mau dugc tach nhod ctia hanh vi duge “vin ban hoéa”, c6 thé
n6i nhu vay. Trén tat ca, Boas coi phong tuc va moi hién tuong dan tdc hoc 1a “hién tuong
tam 1y” (Boas 1974/[1904]: 23; Lyman & O'Brien 2003). Nhirng hién twong nay ton tai trong
tu duy céc ca nhan; do do, trong nghién ctru ctia Boas vé phong tuc, cac ca nhan khong hoat
dong cling khong tuong tdc ma ding ra nhu nhiing nguoi “mang phong tuc”.

Boas ciing con thé hién ca nhan nhu nhitng ngudi “mang van ban” chir khong phai
nhu nhitng tdc nhan van hoa. Tai sao? Boi vi, theo logic, van ban 1a cach t6t nhat dé ong
chiém hitu lai hién tuong tdm 1y, va theo chinh dinh nghia ciia 6ng, van ban lién quan dén
mot diéu, cu thé 1a tu duy. Khong phai 12 tu duy ctia ngudi ké cu thé nay hay nguoi ké cu thé
khac, ma 1a tu duy tap thé ctia mot dan toc tao nén vin hoa; va cudi cung, tu duy tap thé nay
chang 1a gi ngoai tinh than dan téc (Berman 1996: 220; Briggs & Bauman 1999: 498; Bunzl
1996: 68; Codere 1959: 61; Stocking 19825[1968]: 223, 224; Voget 1975: 335).16

Nhirng van ban nay, do do, 1a nhiing thé hién bé mat bén ngoai, “khach quan” vé mot
cai gi d6 bén trong, nhung chua bao gio duoc nam bit, vi Boas khong bao gio phan tich
nhitng vin ban ciia minh tir quan diém van hoa. Nhiéu ngudi binh luan da luu y rang ddi véi
Boas, viéc suu tdm vin ban 1a “cach dé nguoi ban xr ty ndi 1€n” ma khong co6 su can thi€p
cua nha dan tdc hoc (Berman 1996: 219, 220; Boas 1935: v; Jacknis 1996: 197; Mead 1959:
32). Nhung dé cho than thoai, truyén dan gian, bai hat, hay nhimg vin ban khac cho phép
chung ta hiéu ky vé mot nén van hoa, dé cho cac van ban “ndi 1én”, chung can ¢é sw dién
gidi, hodc tir phia ngudi ké hodc tir phia nha dan toc hoc. Boas tranh nhing su dién giai nhu
vdy. Do d6, ké tir Sapir trd di, phan 16n nhitng ngudi binh luan lwu ¥ ring cac vin ban cia
Boas rat kho hiéu vé mit vin hoa bai vi ching thiéu bat ctr bdi canh va 1y giai nao (Berman
1996: 216, 250; Briggs & Bauman 1999: 512; Kroeber 1956: 152; Radin 1933: 8-9; Rohner
& Rohner 1969: xxiii; Sapir 1912: 197-8; White 1963: 55, 59).

Tuy thé, néu khong dugc gii thich, liéu vin ban co thé c6 bét cr gia tri dién giai nao
nita hay khong, cho biét rd tai sao nguoi ta lai trinh dién phong tuc nay hay phong tuc khac?
Vin ban khé long ma c6 duoc gia tri d6, do luan thuyét ctia Boas vé ban chét thir cp cua ly
gidi van hoa.

Boas va nhirng ly giai thw cép
Nguon goc tri tué cé thé cia 1y thuyét

Ngay tr nam 1891, Boas da dua ra két luan rﬁng than thoai duoc tao thanh tur nhiing
doan duoc bdi dap dan, va rang nhimg yéu t ciia chiing “chua timg c6 bat ky y nghia nao, it
nhét ¢ nhimg b toc s& hitu ching ma ta tim thay. Do d6, ngudi ta khong thé giai thich ching
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nhu nhimg hién twong ty nhién mang tinh biéu twong hay nhidn cach héa”
(anthropomorphizing) (19405[1891]: 445, nhin manh bang in nghiéng cta tac gia).

Trong mot bai bao nam 1899 vé su phat trién cta than thoai cling da duoc nhic dén &
trén (tr. 435), Boas tiép tuc phat trién 1y thuyét cia minh vé nhing giai thich thir cAp. Khong
giéng nhu cdc nha nhan hoc, nguoi gén nhing than thoai tu nhién v&i hién tugng vii try, Boas
tach roi hai van dé nay, dua ra két luan réng than thoai khong giai thich “hién tugng tu nhién
do dan toc s& hiru than thoai d6 quan sat thay, [va] rang nhiéu than thoai trong s6 d6 ... chua
timg c6 ¥ nghia nhu vay” (1974¢[1899]: 96), chinh luan thuyét ma ong c6 vao nam 1891.
Theo mot suy luan nao d6 ma toi khong nim bat dugc, tir nhimg diéu trén, 6ng dua ra két
luan “rang chiing ta can phai tir bo nhitng nd luc giai thich tuy tién rang than thoai 13 tuong
tuong”. (1974¢[1899]: 96).

R& rang, mot s6 nhitng 16i phé binh ctua Boas vé nhitng 1y thuyét trudc do vé than
thoai 1a vo cing can thiét va thudng hét strc xac dang, nhung diéu dang chi ¥ 1a danh sach
dai nhitng su loai trir ciia 6ng, va viéc con tuong ddi thiéu nhting su dinh gia tri. Té1 ndm
1891, Boas di dua ra két luan rang than thoai khong hinh tuong héa ma ciing khong nhan
cach hoa hién twong ty nhién. Dén nam 1899, dng tiép tuc viét ring ching khong giai thich
“hién tugng tu nhién do nhitng nguoi s& hiru than thoai d6 quan sat thay” (1974¢[1899]: 96),
va ¢ 1& khong bao gio than thoai c6 mdt y nghia nhu vay ddi v6i nhiing con ngudi nay. Hon
thé nira, nhitng than thoai nay khong thé 13 nhitng sang tao tuéong twong. Danh sach nhimg
diém bi loai trir c6 vé nhu bao trim moi giai thich c6 thé vé than thoai & thoi gian do, va dé
lai it co hdi cho mot sd ly thuyét khéc giai thich vé mot s dang than thoai, va nhiing ly
thuyét khac giai thich vé cac than thoai khac. Diéu d6 dong thoi dan dit Boas toi chd két luan
rang “nhiing giai thich do chinh ngudi thé dan Da d6 dua ra thuong 1a thir cdp, va khong
phan 4anh ngudn gdc thyc su ciia than thoai” (1974e[1899]: 97), diém miu chét trong 1y
thuyét ciia ong vé “giai thich thu cap”.

Ly thuyét nay 1a gi? Luan thuyét rang phan 16n nhimg phong tuc cta chung ta déu c6
ngudn gdc vé thire. Tém lai, Boas tin rang phan 16n phong tuc c6 ngudn gdc tir nhitng phan
ung tu nhién va cam tinh ddi v6i mot sd hoat dong lap di lap lai — rz‘“mg ching ta trudce tién
phan tng, r6i sau d6 moi giai thich vé hanh dong cua chung ta (1938 [1911]: 214). Nhiing
phong tuc nay, do dé, c6 ngudn gbc v6 thirc, hay nhitng ngudn gbc ma ching bao lau da bién
khoi y thirc, va nhitng giai thich ma ngudi ta dua ra vé phong tuc ctia ho chang lién quan gi
dén ngudn gbc thuc sy cua chung, hay “nguyén nhin”; tir 46 dan dén ban chét thir cip cua
ching (1938 [1911]: 205-14; 1974¢[1899]: 101; 1974i[1910]: 248-9). Nhiing giai thich nay la
nhitng giai thich duy ly, néi theo ngdn nglt cua Freud (Lowie 1937: 138; Stocking
1982b[1968]: 232; Wax 1956: 70).

Tai sao lai 1y thuyét nay? Khong dao sdu vao nhitng dong co tdm 1y sau xa ciia Boas,
chung ta c6 thé an toan ma doan vé mot sb ly thuyét vé tri tué cua ong. RAt tht vi, moi luan
thuyét nay vé than thoai bi loai trir déu c6 vé nhu lién quan dén mot 1y thuyét tién hoa nao d6
theo cach nay hay cach khac. Va, lai mot 1an nira, ong trau chudt 1y thuyét cuia minh vé giai
thich thtr cép rat som trong sy nghiép nhan hoc ctia minh; hai bién phap dudng nhu khong
tach roi, nhu chinh Boas sau d6 giai thich kha rd rang: “Két qua co ban ciia nghién ctru nay 1a
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khong nén tim ngudn gbc ciia phong tuc ciia con ngudi nguyén thuy trong nhitng qua trinh
duy 1y” (1938 [1911]: 215).

Do nhitng nguoi theo thuyét tién hoa tin vao ngudn gdc duy 1y cua phan 16n nhiing
phong tuc ctia ching ta, chiing ndi 1én nhu mot dich rd rang. Thuc té, khong thé c6 1y thuyét
nao t6t hon vé hanh vi va van héa con ngudi dé phan ddi lai nhitng nguoi theo thuyét tién hoa
bang 1y thuyét ma dua nhitng cai khong hop 1y, néu nhu khong mudn néi 13 phi Iy ctua phan
16n nhiing phong tuc tap quan cua chiing ta. Trong trudong hop nay, Boas nhi¢t thanh don
chao nhitng luan thuyét ciia de Tarde vé hanh vi x3 hoi chu yéu mang tinh bat chudc va
khong hop 1y ctia con ngudi (de Tarde 1890; vé tac dong sau sic cua cudn sach ddi véi ong,
xem thém Kluckhohn & Prufer 1959: 10; Kroeber 1956: 154; Lowie 1937: 106-9). Do do, ly
thuyét vé giai thich thir cip 1a mot gia dinh quan trong, va 1a mot cong cu ddy sirc manh, dé
chting minh rang khong c6 mét trat ty tién hoa nao co thé ap dung duoc cho phan lén cac
phong tuc, nhitng thir c6 cdi ngudn vo thire, va trén thuc t&, mang tinh phi duy Iy,

Liéu nhitng gidi thich thir cdp c6 bat cir gid tri gidi thich nao?

Néu nhirng giai thich thir cip khong thé giai thich gi vé nguén géc ciia phong tuc, liéu
chung c6 thé it nhiéu giup giai thich cin k& vé& van héa? Theo 1y thuyét thi c6. Spier nhin
manh cach nhimg dién giai lai ctia cic ca nhan vé nhitng dic tinh vay muon sinh ra su théng
nhat (unity) cta phong cach vin hoa (ciing xem Bunzl 1996: 69). Do d6, nhiing giai thich thir
cap s& duoc 1ap khudn mau vin hoa va cé tac dung “tich hop nhimng yéu t6 da dang cia vin
hoa thanh mot tong thé, mang lai cho chiing “su thong nhét chii quan” ddi véi ca nhan (ciing
xem Berman 1996: 69; Stocking 1974: 7; 19825[1968]: 225).

Tuy nhién, diéu nay lai dan chung ta quay tr¢ lai véi tinh than ctia mot dan toc va, dé
c¢6 duge cai nhin sau sic vé tinh than dan téc thong qua giai thich thir cap, chiing ta s& phai
cha trong vao hinh thirc vian héa ciia sy giai thich duy 1y. Didu nay chic chin s& kéo theo
phan tich so sanh vé cac cach giai thich vin hoa trong hai hay nhiéu nén vin héa riéng 1¢ dé
hiéu duoc 16gic van hoa 1am co so cho ching (Berman 1996: 219), mot diéu ma, rat tiéc,
Boas chua tirng lam.

Thong qua van ban hodc nhimg giai thich thi cap, van khé dé nim duogc ¥ nghia cua
su td chire ndi tai trong nghién ctu dan toc hoc cia Boas. Nhung con nhitng Boas khéc thi
sao, nhitng Boas di vuot qua ranh gidi ciia hinh thirc bén ngoai dé nhin thay y nghia (Jacknis
1985: 79; Stocking 1974: 4-5), hay dé hiéu dugc qua trinh (Jacknis 1996: 202)?

Lai mot 1an nita, ca hai van dé déu van mang tinh khai quat. Nhu da dugc thtra nhén,
nghién ctru vé y nghia khi d6 méi chi & bude dau. Tylor tu duy & goc d6 ¥ nghia, dic biét khi
ong giai thich vé nhiing cai con ton sot lai, nhung ong tim kiém sy giai thich trong nhiing tai
tao mang tinh tién hoa va phong doan. Nghién ctru vé than thoai ciing doi hoi nhirng cau hoi
vé ¥ nghia; mot sb cau tra 101 dd duoc dua ra, (xem phan trén) nhung, ndi bat 1én khoi nhimg
ngudi cung thoi, Frazer tim kiém ¥ nghia trong thuyét biéu twong. Tuy nhién, Boas lai dit
sang bén nghién ctru mang tinh biéu tugng vé than thoai ngay tir nim 1891. Chi trong truong
hop nghé thuat thi 6ng méi gan ¥ nghia véi thuyét biéu tugng, dau 1a mot cach tdi thiéu (Boas
19404[1903]), nhung khong bao gior dng thyc su tich hop phan tich biéu turgng vao thyc hanh
nghién ctru dan tdc hoc cua minh.
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Boas viét vé nhing ¥ nghia da dang cta cai luc lic ngay tir nam 1887 (19744[1887]:
65; cling xem 1974i[1910]: 245) va sau d6 nghién ctru vé mit na, nhung dong suy luan nay
dan t6i mot cach hiéu riéng vé y nghia. Néu nhu cai lic lic dugc sir dung vi nhitng muc dich
t6n gido, nd co “y nghia t6n giao”; néu ndé duoc str dung vi muc dich 4m nhac thuan tay, n6
c¢6 “y nghia 4m nhac” (xem Lowie 1937: 142). Bing cach 1ap luan nhu vay, Boas dit y nghia
ngang bang véi tinh ¢d y (hay dong co, cu thé 1a tai sao moi nguoi lai 1am va sir dung cai luc
lic hay mit na), trong phan 16n cac truong hop, 6ng gan lién dong co voi chiic ning ctia hién
vat, hay img dung ctia n6. Piéu nay sé& giai thich vi sao 6ng khong bao gio ddo sau vao tinh
chu dinh: méi lién quan tiém an giita tinh chi dinh va tinh chtrc nang khién viéc nghién ctru y
nghia thuc sy tré nén vo cung kho khin, néu nhu khong noi 1a khong thé.

M&i quan tdm dén qua trinh ciing mang tinh khéi quat y nhu vay, do Boas khong bao
gid nghién ctru diéu d6 (Rohner & Rohner 1969: xvii), c6 thé 1a do nhitng qua trinh tiép bién
vin hoa ciing bit ngudn tir tinh thin ctia mot dan tdc ma cach van hanh ciia nd ong khong giai
thich. Néu cac van ban, phong céach, giai thich thir cip va ¥ nghia khong noi téi bat cir diéu gi
thuc sy 1a noi tai ngoai tru Tinh than, diéu nay goi lén toan bd van dé moi quan h¢ cua Boas
voi tam ly.

Boas va tam ly hoc

Néu Boas xéac dinh rz‘ing nhirng hién tugng nay can duge dan téc hoc nghién ctru nhu
nhirng hién tuong tinh than (1974/[1904]: 23), khi 6ng viét vé nghién ctru vé chung 1a “tam 1y
dan gian” va nhic dén nghién ctru vé& nhimng lyc lugng “bén trong” trong sy hinh thanh vin
hoa; néu 6ng dit tén cho summa magna [chuyén ludn I6n] cha minh 1& The mind of Primitive
Man [Tw duy cia con nguoi nguyén thuy]; néu éng tir chdi thuyét truyén ba (diffusionism)
cua Graebner mdt cach manh mé nhan danh tam ly, nguoi ta thyc su s€ cho rﬁng nghién ctru
dan toc hoc ctia 6ng mang tinh tim ly, hay phan tich tdm 1y, nhu nhidu nguoi da két luan
(Benedict 1943: 31; Darnell 2001: 42; Lowie 1937, trong s6 nhitng nguoi khac).'” Mang tinh
dan toc hoc, nd s& phai tién xa hon nhing hinh thirc bén ngoai va di sdu vao hién tuong xa
hoi va van hoa.

Boas thuong noéi dén tdm 1y, nhung, dang tiéc, hiém khi 6ng noi rd, thuat ngit do
nghia 1a gi. Nhin lai vén dé, co thé xac dinh it nhat 4 cép do chinh. Trudc hét, va rd rang nhét,
1a tam 1y ma 6ng vién dan dé giai thich ngudn gdc cua phong tuc va sy lan truyén cia chung;
thir hai, thir tim 1y dwoc 4m chi trong 151 phé binh ciia 6ng dbi voi Graebner; thir ba, nghién
ctru ctia 6ng vé “thiét bi tinh than” (mental equipment) ctia nhiing chiing tdc loai ngudi khac
nhau (ma dinh diém cua tam 1y nay 1a The mind of primitive man [Tw duy ciia con nguwoi
nguyén thiy]); va cudi cing, d6 1a nhimg quy luat, mang tinh tim ly mot cach kin ddo, vi du
nhu cach hiéu cia 6ng vé hién twong vin héa nhu hién tuwong tinh than (1974/[1904]: 23),
lam co s cho su phét trién ctia vin héa (vé quy ludt va sy phat trién vin hoa, xem
1940¢[1896]: 276; 1974a[1887]: 64; 1974c[1889]: 69; 1974h[1907]: 188).

La kiéu tam 1y rd rang nhét, kiéu tAm 1y thir nhit duoc nhidu ngudi biét dén hon ca,
thong qua chinh Boas va thong qua phan tich cia Wax (Wax 1956). Phan chinh nay trong
tam 1y ctia Boas c6 thé duoc tach ra tir 1y thuyét ciia ong vé giai thich thir cAp nhung Wax ghi
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lai n6 tir cudn sach Anthropology and Modern Life [Nhdn hoc va doi song hién dai] cta Boas
(1928; Boas khi d6 70 tudi). Ong goi n6 1a “tam 1y thoi quen”, va mo ta bang nhitng thuat
nglt sau:

Con ngudi hanh dong chu yéu theo thoi quen. Thoéi quen cang dwgc hinh thanh sém
trong cudc doi, cang kho thay ddi, no cang tré' nén tu dong hon, va nhimg tinh cam
gin v4i nd cang manh hon. Théi quen 1a hoat dong co ban, khong phai suy nghi; va y
nghi vé hanh dong thoi quen thuong 1a sy duy Iy (Wax 1956: 70; xem thém Boas
1974h[1907]: 280; 1974i[1910]: 252; va nhiing bai viét ty my khac ciia Boas vé giai
thich tht cap).

Tuy nhién, tim 1y thoi quen nay hoat dong & ba cip khac nhau. Tam 1y théi quen ma
Wax phan tich mang tinh su phat trién ca thé (ontogenetic) va ap dung cho qua trinh xa hoi
hoa, no s& giai thich cho thuyét tién dinh van hoa. Cap do thtr hai 1a “phat sinh loai”
('phylogenetic'), néi tdi ngudn gdc cia chinh nhimg phong tuc. O diém nay Boas c6 mét quan
diém 14 bién thé cta quan diém trén nhu ching ta da thay: tir nhitng tinh cam manh mé& gin
lién v6i nhitng hoat dong nhét dinh xuat hién nhitg phong tuc vo thirc, phi Iy cua nhiing
nguoi nguyén thiy (Boas 1940/[1932]: 142-3, trich dan trong Wax 1956: 70). Boas di thém
vao day tdm 1y cua de Tarde vé sy bat chudc va gan bo tinh cam dé giai thich vé “nhiing mbi
lién hé tdm 1y”” 1am co s& cho nhitng diém twong dong giita cac nén van hoa (su lan truyén).
Vao nim 1910, ong da 1am sang t6 vain d&, phan tich rd rang hai chiéu hudng chu yéu cua
tam 1y ca nhan, cu thé 13 nhimg truong hop khi mot thanh vién cua xi hoi tmg xur:

nhu mot thanh vién cua ddm dong, trong nhiing truong hgp dé hoat dong cua anh ta
ngay lap tic duoc quyét dinh boi su bt chude nhitng hoat dong cua dong bon, [va
trong nhiing truong hop d6] ... anh ta c6 thé hanh dong nhu mot ca nhan; khi do,
nguoi ta s€ cdm nhan dugc tac dong cuia xa hoi ma anh ta 1a thanh vién qua thoéi quen
cua hanh dong va suy nghi cua ca nhan (1974i[1910]: 245).

Néu Boas muén mét 1y thuyét vé tiém thirc, hay phi 1y, tai sao khéng hop nhat Freud?
Lai mot 1an nira, chung ta chi ¢ thé suy doan. Freud hiéu vé tiém thirc nhu mot cai gi d6 kha
mang tinh sang tao; nd gan dat dén cip do ca nhan, diéu ma Boas cho rang tinh than dan téc
hién thuc héa & cp d6 tap thé. Hon thé nira, n6 bt ngudn trong nhimg mdi quan hé gia dinh,
va doi hoi su dién giai. Tuy vay, néu nguoi ta cAn mot ly thuyét dua trén sy thiéu hut co ban
ctia con nguoi dbi voi tinh sang tao va tri tuong tuong, Freud khong dua ra Iy thuyét d6. Mot
lwa chon c6 thé khac 14 tuyén bd hanh vi thoi quen ¢ nhitng ngudn gdc vo thie, va do do, co
nhitng ngudn gdc phi 1y, trong khi lap luan ring phong tuc xuat phat tir thoi quen. Didu nay
tiép theo chi ra rang con ngudi co ban thiéu tinh sang tao va tri tudng tuong, va dong thoi
tng ho trudong hop lan truyén chtr khong phai sy sang tao dé phan dbi nhitng luan thuyét tién
hoa (Lowie 1937: 108; Stocking 1982b[1968]: 226).

Cudi cung thi, trong kiéu tdm 1y nay, Boas khong dong cham dén phan 16n cac qua
trinh tAm 1y can thiét & nghién ciru cac con ngudi trong xa hoi (social actors) va su tac dong
qua lai giita ho. Ong danh sy uu tién cho céc co ché, vi du nhu sy gin bo tinh cam ngay 1ap
tire dbi véi hoat dong, thoi quen, sy bat chude, diéu ma dang tiée lai két thic & chd mé ta
nhitng nguoi xa hoi va van hoa gidng nhu ngudi may.
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Chinh ban chit ciia né khién cho cap d¢ thir hai ciia nhiing qua trinh tim 1y tré nén
kho ndm bat hon. Khi cong kich viéc Graebner bo qua khia canh “tinh than” cua hién tuong
dan toc hoc, Boas thuc su viét vé nhirng hié€n tugng tinh than xuét phat tir “ban chét tinh than
duoc tao nén ciia mot xa hoi” (1940/[1911]: 300), nghia 1a, tinh than dan téc.

Con néi vé nang lyc tri tué, hodc “nhimng qua trinh tur duy” cua con ngudi, ong lya
chon rét it, cu thé 1a sy kiém ché con bbc dé)ng, quyén luc cua sy chu y, tu duy logic, va cai
doc dao (1938 [1911]: 125), tat ca moi diéu nay déu noi dén nhimg kha ning tu duy ma, vé
mit 1y thuyét, c6 thé dugc kiém tra thong qua mot dang tim 1y thir nghiém nao d6 dé ching
minh sy thong nhat tu duy ciia con nguoi trong khudn kho bién thién hep. Lai mot 1an nita, n6
khong noi dén bat ctr tim 1y ndo ciia hanh vi c4 nhén, xa hoi hay vin hoa.

Diéu tuong tir ciing ap dung ddi véi “quy luat su tién hoa cua doi séng tinh than”. Toi
khong biét Boas di ting bao gid giai thich vé chung cin k&, nhung chung ta c6 thé cho rang
chung chinh 1a nhiing quy luét ctia viéc tang ly tinh va cé tinh héa (individualization) ma
nhitng ngudi theo thuyét tién hoa di goi ra, nhu ong da tuyén bd rd rang trong mot sd bai viét
cta minh (1938 [1911]: 160, 186, 210; 1974c[1889]: 68, 69; xem thém Cole 1999: 277).

Nhin chung, néi theo cach nghién ciru dan toc hoc hay vé mit 1y thuyét, Boas to ra
khong quan tdm dén nhimg hoat dong noi tai cta tu duy, khong quan tim dén bat ctr thir gi co
thé khién ching ta hiéu & mdt muc siu ndo d6 nhimg diém phirc tap cta hanh dong xa hoi
hay san pham vin hoa. Nghién ciru cua 6ng 13 tdm 1y vé nhing cai hitu hinh (thoi quen, su
bét chudc, ning luc) hodc nhitng cai vo hinh (tinh than dan téc).

Két luin

C6 thé noi rﬁng Boas da dat dugc nhiing thanh tuu vi dai, vi du nhu cudc chién khong
ngimg ctia ong chong lai sy phan biét ching toc va viéc ong lam suy yéu nhiing tai dung
mang tinh tién hoa, va nhiéu nhiing diéu khac. Nhung toi nghi ngd viée co thé cho rang ong
da goi lai y thire lich sir, cling nhu ¥ thirc vé ¢4 nhan nhu con ngudi vin hoa.

T6i da 1ap luan rang chi trich ciia Boas vé phuong phap va luan thuyét tién hoa tao
nén va cung ) quan diém vén da roi rac vé van héa co duge tur nhitng trai nghiém trudc do6
ctia ong, c6 vé hon ca 1a anh huong cia phuong phap dia 1y lich str cua Pire, chwa noi dén
nghién ctru vé kiém ké, mé ta cac b suu tip bao tang cua 6ng. Toi tiép tuc giit quan diém
rang thuyét nguyén tir luan nay, ciing v6i quan diém lich st ty nhién thé ky XVIII trong nhan
hoc cta 6ng 1a hai mat cia ciing mot dong tién: ca hai quan diém déu nim bat nhimng hién
twong van hoa-xa hoi thong qua biéu hién bén ngoai cua chung. Gia thuyét nay khién nguoi
ta c6 thé néi rd nhiéu mat trong thyc hanh dan toc hoc cua Boas.

Diéu nay, rd rang hon nhiéu so vdi viée ong da hoc vat 1y, s& giai thich vi sao, trén tat
c4, ong lai quan tim dén nhiing hién tuong c6 thé dong dém duoc, hay dinh luong, nhung lai
khong tich hop duoc nhitng “su sip xép” ctia chiing vao nghién ctru cia minh (moi nha lich
su tu nhién cling that bai; xem cht thich 14). Do do, viéc kiém ké nhitng dac tinh dugc tap
hop ngiu nhién thay cho vin hoa, bat ké viéc 6ng ludén néi dén phong cach hay mau hinh, kho
c6 thé 1a thuyét lich st mang tinh lich sir (historical historicism), va nhitng nén vin hoa riéng
biét dugc xép theo nhiing dac tinh khu vuc dugce tai dung lai theo cach dinh lugng; va thém
vao d6, mét nganh nhan hoc nghé thuat duoc hiéu theo cach chinh thure, néu khong phai theo
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cach dinh luong, voi phong cach vé co ban dugc dit ngang voi viée kiem ké cac dic diém
(Voget 1975: 335). Ciing tir 46 ma y nghia duoc hiéu rd nhit & goc do tinh chu dinh, va tinh
chu dinh ¢ goc do tinh chirc ning; mot nganh nhan hoc cia nhitng ngudi gidng nhu nguoi
may trong van hoa va xi hoi hoat dong chii yéu thong qua thoi quen va su bat chude, khi
khong phai tir nhimg hanh dong lap di l3p lai va nhitng tinh cam gan lién voi ho. Phan tich
can k¢, day 1a nhan hoc tréng Véng nhiing con ngudi van hda va xa hoi thuc sy, khong c6 tinh
cam thuc su hay nhitng mdi quan hé quyén luc, khong c6 bét ctr thir gi co thé mot cach ndi
sinh tao ra sy thay doi va thay doi lich sir trong van hoa va xa hoi. Toi nghi ngd ring mang
nay trong dan toc hoc ctia Boas tao cam himg cho mdt nganh déan toc hoc chu trong dén lich
stt, ¢4 nhan va cha thé

CHU THICH

Tvi du, xem muc “In Focus” [Trong tam] trong American Anthropologist [Nha nhdn hoc
Hoa Ky] 106: 3, September 2004.

Vi dy, Orta viét: “Thuyét phéan 1ap (particularism) ctia Boas cudi cling va mot cach chac
chin dwa dén cd nhan ... Luu ¥ rang diéu nay khéng phdi dé dé xudt rang Boas tan thanh mot
khdi niém vé cd nhan triru twong” (Orta 2004: 477, nhan manh bang in nghiéng cua tac gia).
Thém nita: “Piéu ndy rd rang trong viéc & nhiéu cdp, ong tip trung vao ving vin hoa khu
vue, cac bo toc thanh vién, va thiee hanh ciia cdc cd nhdn” (2004: 484, nhan manh bang in
nghiéng cua tac gia); ong viét tiép vé& “fdc nhdn van hoa” trong nhin hoc ctua Boas (2004:
484).

29 e

Tur quan diém cua toi, “nhiing c4 nhan dugc gén vao”, “thuc hanh ca nhan”, va “con
nguoi van hoa”, tat ca déu co vé nhu noi vé ca nhan va mot cach ngﬁm hiéu, vé chu thé (nhu
cd nhdn van hoa). Tuy nhién, am chi nay ddi véi cha thé, mot cach truc tiép hon, 1a cua
Lewis: “Nguoc lai, mot cach tiép can “theo diu hiéu” ("idiographic") [vi du nhu céch tiép
can cua Boas] 1a cach tiép can dit trong tdm cha yéu 1én cac hién twong ca nhan (ca nhan,
nhimng dan tdc cu thé, va nhitng nén lich st riéng biét), lua chon con ngudi, su bién thé, su da
dang, va co hdi” (Lewis 2001: 382 va mot caich manh mé hon, 386, 389, 390).

3 T6i st dung dau trich dan ¢ day, boi vi nhu t61 biét, cho mai dén nam 1911 Boas mdi viét
ve “hién tugng van héa”, nhung trudc do6 6ng co viet vé hién tuong “dan tdc hoc” hodc “sac

ALY

toc™.

* Piéu nay tit nhién la khong dung ddi véi Tylor hay Mason.

> Leslie Spier 1a mot trong nhitng ngudi “trung thanh véi Boas” duoc biét dén nhiéu hon
(Stocking 1974: 17).

% Lich st ty nhién 14 mot mén rat kho phéc hoa. Néu céc nha sir hoc ty nhién thé ky XVIII,
hon tat ca, huong té1 viée phan loai (Buffon, Linné, Tournefort), cdc nha st hoc ty nhién cua
Pric thé ky XIX (Forster, Willdenow, Humboldt — xe Browne 1983) ¢6 ging két ndi nhimng
mau hinh sy phéan bd thyc vat v6i nhitng nguyén nhan dia 1y co ban, va Darwin thi tim kiém
dé két ndi cac loai trong khong gian (Browne 1983). Trong moi trudng hop, luan thuyét cua
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Foucault-Jacob van khang dinh rang, cac nha st hoc ty nhién luén dya vao dac tinh bén ngoai
cua cac loai trong nhitng cong vi¢c da dang cuia ho.

" Buckley viét ring khong gian #r¢ thanh thodi gian trong lich sir van hoa theo cach Boas
(Buckley 1996: 272); chuyén dong trong khéng gian ciing trd thanh thoi gian (xem Darnell
2001: 41, 42, 46, 49). Néu nhiing ngudi theo thuyét tién hoa “phan tich tim 1y” thoi gian
bang cach doc né nhu viée md ra 1y tinh ciia con nguoi, Boas di khong gian hoa thoi gian.

¥ Boas d6i luc viét vé “su 1én manh bén trong” (1938 [1911]: 157; 1974h[1907]: 278), nhung
c6 vé nhu viéc nay chua dugce tu liéu hoa. Nhitng “nguyén nhan lich st (1940c[1896]: 276)
cta lich sir vin hoa cta Boas, hay cach ma ong tiép nhan vé mdi quan hé giita cac su kién
lich str, dugc xem xét vé mit tdm 1y chua dinh rd (ddc biét xem 1974d[1898]: 54) va cudi
cing 14 xem xét gan nhu chi riéng nhimg cai vay muon giita nhimg nguoi da duoc dia
phuong hoa (1940g[1914]; 1940i[1920]; 1974d[1898]).

? Vao cudi nhimg nim 1890, 6ng van viét rang “su gieo ric nhitng yéu t6 van héa di xay ra &
moi noi doc theo bd bién Thai Binh Duong, [va da] dong gbép vao su 16n manh cua nén van
héa [s6 it] cua nhitg ngudi thd dan cua khu vire British Columbia” (1974¢[1899]: 102, nhin
manh in nghiéng cua tac gia; cling xem 93; va 19407[1925]: 495).

10 “Nhirng sinh vién cta Boas tit ca déu “theo mot cach sao d6 bi xdo tron bai viée bac bo rd
rang tinh ca nhan bd tdc” trong phuong phap dinh luong yéu tb tinh chat. (Radin 1933: 145,

trong Darnell 2001: 44; xem thém Voget 1975: 318, 323; White 1963: 37).

"' Tham chiéu cua éng dén tinh than dan téc khé long gy ngac nhién, boi vi nd da thim vao
tu duy cua nhitng ngudi Pirc vé cac van dé vin hoa-xa hoi ké tir thoi Herder (Bunzl 1996), va
nam & trung tdm cla nhiéu cdc nha tam Iy hoc dan gian, dac biét 1a ciia Lazarus va Steinthal.

Thuat ngit thay doi qua thoi gian nhung tu tudng thi van nhu cii. Vao nam 1911, thuat ngir
'genius of a people' (tinh thdn ciia mot dan toc) bién thanh 'the mental make-up of a society'
(ban chét tinh than dugc tao nén cia mot xa hoi) (1940/[1911]: 300) va, vao nim 1920, Boas
viét vé nhitng “mau hinh” xuat hién tir ‘nhimg luc lugng ndi tai” (inner forces) ctia xa hoi
(1940A4[1920]: 284). Nhung nhing “luc luong ndi tai” ctia mot xa hoi va “ban chat tinh than
duoc tao nén” (mental make-up) cua no6 l1a nhitng tén goi khac nhau cho cung mét hién thuc

co s, d6 1a “tinh than” cua no, [trong tiéng Purc 1a] Geist.

2

12 Voget (1975) bao gdm 'Metaphorical expression in the language of the Kwakiutl Indians’'
[Nhitng thanh ngiv dn du trong ngén ngit ciia nguoi tho dan Kwakiutl] (1940k[1929]), mot
bai viét khong phai vé phong cach.

B Pé biét vé sy trai nguoc tuong ti gitra cach tiép can nguyén tir luan ciia 6ng voi ngdn ngir
va su nhay bén tinh té ciia Sapir dbi voi van phong va mau hinh ngén ngir, xem Darnell
(1990).

' C4c nha sir hoc tu nhién ciing quan sat thdy nhitng mau hinh nhung khong bao gior c6 thé
giai thich vé chung (Alexander von Humboldt 13 vi du dién hinh nht — xem Browne 1983).

'* Sau khi phan tich k¥ ludng dan toc hoc ctia Boas, Rohner va Rohner két luan ring “Boas it
quan tam dén viéc moi nguoi /am gi hon so véi viéc quan tdm ho noi gi hay no6i ho phai lam
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gi [nghia 1a luat 18]” (1969: xxiii, in nghiéng trong ban gdc; cling xem Jacknis 1996: 199;
Rohner & Rohner 1969: xxix; Voget 1975: 335).

' Piéu nay hoan toan phu hop véi inspiration ciia Boas vé van dé d6. Theo nhiing ngudi ung
ho chinh cua Volkerpsychologie [cdac nha tam Iy hoc dan gian] (Waitz vi dai 1a trudong hop
ngoai 1¢ dang chu y), va dac biét 1a truong hgp Steinthal va Lazarus, nhiing nguoi ¢6 anh
hudng 16n dén Boas (Bunzl 1996: 28), ngbn ngit, than thoai, truyén dan gian, va tham chi
phong tuc cdu thanh nhiing biéu hién cu thé ctia Volksgeist [tinh than dan téc].

"7 Boas tuyén bd ring ong quan tdm dén mdi quan hé giita ca nhan va vian héa trong nhiing
nam 1910 (1940m[1936]: 311), nhung Benedict phan d6i diéu nay: ba chua bao gid nghe thiy
6ng noéi vé nhitng chu dé nay trudc nhitng nim 1920 (1943: 31). Lai mot lan nira, sy cha y
nay 12 mang tinh tong thé, chir khong phai mot dic diém cua dan toc hoc cia ong. Hon thé
nita, 6ng c6 thé bi anh hudng boi chinh nhimng sinh vién cua minh trong viéc hudng téi mbi
quan hé gitra ca nhan véi xa hoi.

18 A 5 AN A A A A e, 4k .
Mot chu dé ong luén luon nhan manh khi noi dén Bastian.
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