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TECH
TRASH

 looks at the bigger pictures of e-w
aste. Through the lens of that single ubiquitous 

device, the sm
art phone, the project investigates hi-tech w

aste as a com
plex form

 of trash and 
a fundam

ental com
ponent of broader cycles of inform

ation production, distribution, and con-
sum

ption in the global cultural econom
y. 
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N
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Reference Library

M
obile Passages

Sound + Video Productions

Research M
appings

Physical Exhibition
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M
O

BILE PASSAG
ES record and m

ap 24 hours of interactions betw
een six users and their sm

art-
phones. The m

ajority of these interactions are utterly fam
iliar and banal. As daily habits, they tend 

to go unscrutinized. O
n display, they are given a second thought and begin to connect to deeper 

research investigations.
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RESEARCH
 M

APPIN
G

S are student-led research investigations into the broader social, cultural, 
econom

ic, and environm
ental contexts of sm

art-phone design, m
anufacturing, packaging, 

consum
ption, and disposal.
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A tactile toolkit for physical exhibition, the O
BJECT LESSO

N
 unpacks and recreates the iPhone box 

as a critical m
edia object. 

Im
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oyle
©

 2014 Jessica Blaustein. Creative Com
m

ons Attribution N
on-Com

m
ercial Share-Alike 3.0 License.



H
and-crafted and com

prising several interactive com
ponents, the O

BJECT LESSO
N

 is built to last 
and designed to circulate. 

Im
ages: Colleen D

oyle
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W
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The REFEREN
CE LIBRARY is a curated and searchable database of references including journal 

articles, books, new
s clippings, !lm

s, and industry sources on the topic of e-w
aste and the 

ecological footprints of digital inform
ation technologies.
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TECH
TRASH

 w
as conceived and initially developed through U

rban 
M

edia Lab: W
aste, a graduate-level sem

inar in the School of  M
edia 

Studies at The N
ew

 School. U
rban M

edia Labs are project-based 
sem

inars focused around  speci!c urban conditions. Approaching 
the city as an irreducible density of people, built environm

ents, and 
inform

ation architectures, students explore a single topic from
 

m
ultiple disciplinary and m

edia perspectives, and they collaborate 
on a !nal project for pub lication and/or exhibition. The sem

inars are 
structured around a com

bination of theoretical inquiry and site-
speci!c case studies, and students are encouraged to use N

ew
 York 

City as a laboratory  for their expanded research and intervention.
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Contact

For m
ore inform

ation, or to arrange exhibition of the O
BJECT LESSO

N
, 

contact Jessica Blaustein at blaustej{at}new
school.edu.
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