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TO SEEK AN UNBIASED UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
EXISTING ORDER, ITS GENESIS, GROWTH AND  
PRESENT WORKING



MORPHOGENESIS  
GREEK 

morphê shape 
genesis creation



MORPHOGENESIS  
GREEK 

morphê shape 
genesis creation

ANTRHROPOCENE
GREEK 

anthropo human 
cene new
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[DIS] ENGAGEMENT
...by the madness which interrupts it, a work of art opens a void,  
a moment of silence, a question without answer, provokes a breach  
without reconciliation where the world is forced to question itself.

MICHEL FOUCAULT 
Madness & Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of Reason



The mindset or para-
digm out of which the 
goals, rules, feedback 
structure arise.

1.



Jamie Kruse / Smudge Studios, Co-Founder / Art, Design, Research, Writing, Education / Parsons The New 
School for Design // Sean Montgomery / Produce Consume Robot, Founder / Neuroscience, Psychology, 
Programming, Electrical Engineering / New York University // Christopher Robbins / Public Art, International 
Development, Educator / SUNY Purchase College // Lucy Kimbell / FieldStudios LLC, Founder/  
Art, Design, Social Sciences and Business Management / Said Business School University of Oxford //  
Eva Esmann Behrens / Philosophy, Movement, Percussion / Denmark // Quilian Riano / DSGN AGNC, 
Founder / Architecture, Design, Writing, Education / Parsons The New School for Design // Michael Taussig 
/ Ethnography, Medical Anthropology, Writing, Education / Colombia University and The European 
Graduate School // Aki Sasamoto / Performance Art // Keith Van de Riet / Integrated Bioremediation, 
Urban Development, Education / Florida State University // Elizabeth Streb / Sz // Luca Diffuse / writing 
extended explanations, Founder / Architecture, Narratives // Catie Newell / Alibi Studios, Founding Principal 
// Architecture, Sculpture, Education / University of Michigan // Coogan Brennan / We Are Star Children, 
Synth // Fashion, Philosophy // Radhika Subramanian PhD / Art, Design History, Theory, Education, Curation 
/ Parsons The New School for Design // Matt Grasso / Storytelling, Design, Engineering // Verenna Lenna / 
Urban Tricksters, Agent / Architecture, Design, Urbanism // Etienne Turpin / Scapegoat, Editor / Architecture 
+ Adaptation: Design for Hypercomplexity, Principal Investigator / Architecture Theory, Contemporary 
Philosophy, Design Research, Education / Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning, University 
of Michigan // Naomi Ehrich Leonard / Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, Education / Princeton 
University // Toby Heys and  
Stefani Bardin / The Cotard Syndicate / Multi-sensory Infrastructures and [mis]Perceptions // Jenna Sutela 
and Anni Puolakka / OkDo / Art, Design, Research, Writing, Publishing, Curating // Jesse Shapins / Cultural 
Theory, Media Art / Zeega, Founder // John Thackara / Eco Innovation and Business provocation / Doors  
of Perception and Xskool, Founder // Rachel Lehrer / Dance, Design Strategy / Continuum // 



Most of the time you are  
not careful with the everyday 
things. pardon my saying so, 

but it is a bit like lack of integ-
rity to ignore the integrity  

of things. adness which  
interrupts it, a work.

JIMMIE DURHAM

SCRAPEPISTEMES 
Semiotics of Sustainability

Sean Montgomery PhD  
Produce Consume Robot, Founder
New York University, Adjunct Professor 

Neuroscience 
Psychology
Programming
Electrical Engineering 

BECOMING  
SCRUPULOUS 

Etienne Turpin PhD  
Scapegoat, Editor 

Architecture + Adaptation:  
Design for Hypercomplexity,  

Principal Investigator

Taubman College of Architecture 
 & Urban Planning,  

University of Michigan  

Philosophy 
Design Research 

Education



6  
IMPOSSIBLE  
THINGS 
Before Breakfast

Radhika Subramaniam PhD  
Parsons The New School for Design,
Assistant Professor

Shelia Johnson Design Center,
Director, Chief Curator 

Art 
Design History
Theory
Education
Curation

Michael Taussig PhD  
Colombia University
The European Graduate School

Ethnography
Medical Anthropology
Writing
Education

Matt Grasso  
Rockwell Group, Designer
McDowell Fellow 

Writing
Design
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Catie Newell  
Alibi Studios, Founding Principal  
University of Michigan  

Architecture 
Sculpture 
Education

MONO NO AWARE
Jamie Kruse 
Smudge Studios, Co-Founder  
Parsons The New School for Design

Art 
Design 
Research
Writing
Education

The senses don’t just  
make sense of life  
in bold or subtle acts 
of clarity, they  
tear reality apart  
into vibrant morsels 
and reassemble them  
into meaningful  
patterns.   

DIANE ACKERMAN



The aspects of things that are most important for us  
are hidden because of their simplicity and familiarity. 
LUDWIG WITTENSTEIN





This structural constancy of the social  values of the uses of the legitimate language becomes intelligible when 
one knows that the logic and the aims of the strategies seeking to modify it are governed by the structure itself. 
through the position occupied in the structure by the agent who performs them.
 

PIERRE BOURDIEU
LANGUAGE AND SYMBOLIC POWER



EXTREME  
ACTION  
HEROS 

Elizabeth Streb  
Streb Co, Founder

Movement 
Performance
Architecture
Engineering
Writing



TODAY...STUDENTS AROUND THE WORLD CHOOSE  
THE NEW SCHOOL FOR AN EDUCATION THAT REQUIRES  
CRITICAL ANALYSIS, ACTIVE PARTICIPATION, AND  
EXPERIMENTATION WITH IDEAS...CREATIVE INTERDIS- 
CIPLINARY APPROACHES TO COMPLEX CONCEPTUAL  
AND REAL-WORLD ISSUES...

WWW.NEWSCHOOL.EDU/ABOUT/
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EMPOWERHOUSE AIANY Building Enclosures Council, Center For Architecure, Aug 22, 2011

WELL INSULATED AND 
AIR-TIGHT ENVELOPE

PROVIDE SHADE IN SUMMER
CAPTURE SUN’S HEAT IN WINTER

HEAT RECOVERY VENTILATOR
and MICRO MECHANICAL SYSTEM

Up to 90% 
HEATING & 
COOLING 
SAVINGS

Passive Over Active





















Comfort 
and Air 
Quality

Energy 
Use

EMPOWERHOUSE 
West Unit

Comfort 
and Air 
Quality

EMPOWERHOUSE 
East Unit

Energy 
Use

DC Habitat 
for 

Humanity 
and The New 

School

HOMEOWNERS: Greater Comfort and Lower Utility Bills!

DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS: Better Buildings at Lower Cost!



Exhaust Air 
Temp (ERV)

Energy Data Logger

Minisplit 
Heat Pump

Hot Water 
Heat Pump

Range and 
Stove

Washer and 
Dryer

Appliances 
and Lights

Solar PV
Inverter

Recovering 
Ventilator

Fridge

Environmental Data Logger

Intake Air 
Temp (ERV)

Mech Closet 
Temp

W/D Closet 
Temp

W/D Closet 
Humidity

Bathrooms 
Temp

Bathrooms 
Humidity

Bedrooms 
Temp

Bedrooms 
Humidity

Living Temp Living 
Humidity

Indoor Air 
Quality

Network 
Router

Cellular 
Modem

Low-Power 
PC

Local 
Data

Internet Services

Wireless Bridge 
to Neighboring 

System

History 
Data

Live 
Data

RRD and SQLite

emoncms

cosm

Web Device 
Access



Temperature 
Sensor 

(Typical)

Energy Data 
Loggers

Environmental 
Data Logger

Low Power 
PC

Network 
Router and 

Modem




