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John Garverôs Protracted Contest (2001) is the preeminent work on India-
China studies in the United States. Garverôs book highlights a number of issues, 
including expansive reviews of the Tibet issue, the Sino-Indian-Pakistan triangle, 
and the roles of the Indian Ocean and South China Sea, among others. Garverôs 
approach to the India-China rivalry, however, is largely from the Indian perspec-
tive (although various insights from the Chinese point of view are scattered 
throughout).11
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Jing-Dong Yuan 

there are signs 



the pendulum is beginning to swing the other way. Yuan observes, ñBeijing is 
now paying increasing attention to Indiaôs drive for great-power status through 
diplomatic initiatives and a military buildup.ò13 
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Unfortunately, the consensus among those I interviewed is the dispute will not 
be resolved soon. This sentiment mirrors those of Jairam Ramesh, who deems any 
solution to be a ñdistant prospect,ò and Sidhu and Yuan, who label the inert state 
of affairs ñconflict management.ò22 Zhao Bole believes this policy is prevailing 
because Chinaôs leadership is unable to make substantive progress. Instead, Zhao 
believes, Hu Jintao is following Deng Xiaopingôs method of leaving the problem 
for the next generation to solve; if there is no exchange of gunfire, this tactic is 
possible. Zhao Gancheng laments, ñ. . . the unsettled border demarcation that 
has lasted for half a century still awaits wisdom of leaders of the two countries, 
though both China and India no longer see this issue as a direct threat to security 
of their respective country.ò23 
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