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Janine Carendi 
Alumna

Janine Carendi started her flourishing Manhattan-based company, 
AREA Interior Design, while she was still in the AAS program. Named 
by Domino magazine as one of the nation’s top ten to watch in 2008, she 
credits Parsons with making that leap seem more like the natural next 
step. She had interned with mentors as stylistically diverse as Victoria 
Hagen and Jonathan Adler, adding definition and unexpected influ-
ences to her own work. Access to the New York showrooms and experts, 
the materials and the factories where tradition and innovation set 
design standards for the world gave Carendi and her classmates an early 
initiation into the workings of the industry. And since every class proj-
ect at Parsons becomes a finished portfolio piece, she was ready. As she 
gallops forward professionally, Carendi maintains her connection with 
Parsons—conferring with trusted teachers when she’s stuck and hiring 
Parsons students and alumni. “I understand where they’re coming from. 
I know they will be extremely creative and extremely diligent workers.”

AAS: INTERIOR DESIGN

Case Study: DWR Annex Window Display

Interior Design students recently partnered with Design Within 

Reach (DWR) to design, curate, and install a prominent window 

display in the DWR Annex studio using DWR furniture. The display 

stayed up for one month, with an opening event on the first day. 

For the first nine days of the promotion, the Annex ran a concurrent 

sale and donated a percentage of the earnings to the Asian Ameri-

can Writers Workshop (AAWW), a national not-for-profit organiza-

tion. The redesign and update of the AAWW multi-purpose space, 

as well as the selection of Annex merchandise, was undertaken by 

Parsons students (Nina Barnieh, Holly McWhorter, and Georgina 

Quinones) guided by faculty member Goil Amornvivat.
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A Brief Guide to  
Parsons The New School for Design
Parsons prepares students to be independent thinkers who cre-
atively and critically address the complex human conditions of 
21st-century culture. We are creating a diverse learning environ-
ment for developing intelligent and reflective practices through 
studio-based research and critical scholarship in order to make 
meaningful and sustainable contributions today’s global society. 
As a division of The New School, Parsons builds on the university’s 
legacy of progressive ideals, scholarship, and educational methods. 
Our faculty challenges convention through a setting and philoso-
phy that encourages formal experimentation, nurtures alternative 
world-views, and cultivates forward-thinking leaders and creative 
professionals in a world increasingly influenced by art and design.

The New School was founded in 1919 as “center for discussion, 
instruction, and counseling for mature men and women.” It is 
today a thriving urban university offering undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in the liberal arts and social sciences, design, and 
the performing arts. It is a privately supported university chartered 
by the Board of Regents of the State of New York, and its degree 
and certificate programs are approved by the state’s Division of 
Veterans Affairs.

The New School is accredited by the Commission on Higher 
Education of the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. 
Parsons The New School for Design is additionally accredited by 
the National Association of Schools of Art and Design, and the 
graduate program in architecture is accredited by the National 
Architectural Accrediting Board. 

The New School is committed to creating and maintaining an 
environment of diversity and tolerance in all areas of employment, 
education, and access to its educational, artistic, and cultural pro-
grams and activities. The New School does not discriminate on the 
basis of age, race, color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, mental or 
physical disability, national or ethnic origin, or citizenship, mari-
tal, or veteran status.

Facts about Parsons
—Founded in 1896 by New York City artist William Merritt Chase  
and associates.

—Named in 1936 for longtime president Frank Alvah Parsons, who 
devoted his life to integrating visual art and industrial design.

—Became a division of The New School in 1970. Located in 
Greenwich Village, New York City.

—Current enrollments: Parsons enrolls nearly 4,000 students in 
its undergraduate and undergraduate degree programs. The New 
School as a whole enrolls nearly 10,000 matriculated students.

— The Parsons faculty includes 127 full-time and 1,056 part-time 
members. Most are working professional artists and designers.

Institutional Information on the Web
The New School provides the following institutional information 
on the university website at www.newschool.edu: Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA); financial assistance 
information (federal, state, local, private, and institutional  
need-based and non-need-based assistance programs, Title IV, 
FFEL, Direct Loan deferments); institutional information (fees, 
refund policies, withdrawing from school, academic information, 
disability services for students); completion/graduation rates  
and transfer-out rates (graduation rate of degree-seeking students, 
transfer-out rates of degree-seeking students). To request copies  
of any of these reports, please contact the appropriate office 
listed on the website.

DEGREE PROGRAMS
Parsons offers the following degrees:

Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) in: Architectural Design, 
Communication Design, Design and Technology, Fashion Design, 
Fine Arts, Illustration, Integrated Design, Interior Design, 
Photography, and Product Design. (There is a five-year BA/BFA dual 
degree program in each of these areas of study; speak to an admis-
sion counselor about the dual degree program.)

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) in Design and 
Management.

Bachelor of Science (BS) in Environmental Studies.*

Associate in Applied Science (AAS) in: Fashion Marketing, Fashion 
Studies, Graphic Design, and Interior Design.

Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in: Design and Technology, Lighting 
Design, Interior Design,* Fine Arts, and Photography.

Master of Architecture (MArch).

Master of Arts (MA) in History of Decorative Arts and Design.

Master of Architecture/Master of Fine Arts in Lighting Design 
(MArch/MFA).

other academic programs
Parsons offers a variety of programs for nonmatriculated students 
of all ages: Summer Intensive Studies (Pre-college and college-
level) in New York City and Paris; Continuing Education (certificate 
programs and general art and design education for adults); Parsons 
Pre-College Academy (certificate programs and general art and 
design education for young people, grades 4–12).

Visit the website at www.newschool.edu/parsons for more  
information

* New York State approval pending.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Estimated School-Year Expenses, 2008–09 Academic Year  
(Full-time on-campus resident)

Full-Time On-Campus Resident
Tuition (AAS).....................................................................$33,700 
University Services Fee............................................................. 200 
Divisional Fee............................................................................. 80 
Health Services Fee*................................................................. 420 
Health Insurance Fee*............................................................ 1,667 
Room and Board**................................................................ 12,455 
Books and Supplies**............................................................. 2,170 
Personal Expenses..................................................................1,640 
Transportation..........................................................................725 
Other..........................................................................................190 
Total ................................................................................... $53,057

*All full-time matriculated students are automatically charged the 
Student Health Insurance Fee and a Student Health Services Fee. Students 
covered by other insurance can decline these services by  submitting a 
waiver form.

**Actual costs may vary widely for individuals. 

student financial services
The New School provides a comprehensive program of financial 
aid services for students, including significant institutional 
scholarship support based on merit and need. All applicants who 
file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) will be 
considered for Parsons institutional scholarships. The New School 
participates in all available federal and state aid programs, includ-
ing the Federal Pell Grant, Equal Opportunity Grant, and Federal 
Family Educational Loan programs. 

The university office of student financial services works with 
students and families of all income levels to explore their funding 
options. Visit www.newschool.edu/studentservices/financialaid to 
learn how to apply for financial aid and more about scholarships, 
loans, campus employment, and other resources. Contact Student 
Financial Services directly at 212.229.8930 or sfs@newschool.edu.

Note: there is a monthly payment plan that allows tuition payment 
to be spread throughout the year.

STUDENT SERVICES
www.newschool.edu/studentservices

Student Housing and Residence Life: The New School maintains 
residence hall and furnished apartment facilities for full-time 
matriculated students.  Early application is strongly encouraged. 
The university housing office also maintains listings of private 
rentals, shared apartments, and short-term accommodations.

International Student Services: This school is authorized under 
federal law to enroll nonimmigrant alien students. Applicants 
whose native language is not English must submit TOEFL scores 
as part of the application. International students will receive the 
information they need to apply for a visa after they have been 
admitted to a degree program.  International Student Services 
offers general support and one-on-one advising. 

Student Disability Services: The New School assists students with 
special needs in obtaining access to academic and other services as 

required by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and 
Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Applicants 
who may need special accommodations should call 212.229.5626 or 
email studentdisability@newschool.edu.

Student Health and Counseling Services: The New School  
 promotes the health and well-being of students by providing 
counseling and medical services, health education, and a Student 
Health Insurance plan. 

APPLY
Apply online at www.newschool.edu/parsons/apply. Select AAS.

	 address inquiries to
	 Parsons The New School for Design 
	 University Admission  
	 Associate  Programs 
	 79 Fifth Avenue, 5th Floor 
	 New York, NY 10003 
	 Telephone 212.229.5150 or   
	 877.528.3321 (toll-free in the U.S.)
	 Email parsadm@newschool.edu

deadlines
February 1 for fall admission. This is the priority deadline for 
students who wish to be considered for university housing or 
scholarships. However, all applicants are urged to submit complete 
applications by this date. After the priority deadline has passed, 
applications received will be considered only if space is available.

November 1 for spring admission. Students wishing to enter 
Parsons in the spring semester must submit all application materi-
als by this date. If all required materials are not submitted or post-
marked by November 1, the application will be considered for the 
next fall semester.

application procedures 
All applications must be made using the online application form. 
The form and complete instructions are found on the website at 
www.newschool.edu/parsons/apply. Please read the instructions 
carefully before you apply. The application may be submitted 
online or downloaded and mailed to the office of admission. All 
documents and artwork not being submitted online should be 
mailed together in one package to the address above. Always use 
the materials cover sheet posted in the Apply section of the web-
site. Fill it out completely and itemize everything you are submitting. 

Once the admission committee has received all your required mate-
rials and your application is complete, you will receive a decision 
within four to six weeks.

required application support materials
Transcripts:  Official  college transcripts must be sent to 
University Admissions; see address above. Copies are not accept-
able. Applicants who have not completed at least 26 college credits 
are required to submit high school transcripts as well. Applicants 
for the AAS in Fashion Marketing who intend to complete the 
degree entirely online must have previously completed at least 21 
college credits in liberal arts, including 6 credits of English.

Credits received from other institutions can be accepted for 
transfer provided that the institution is accredited by a state or 

AAS: INFORMATIONAAS: INFORMATION



Found objects collected in Parsons studios 
(material samples, tools, reference documents, 
process artifacts) and samples of student and 
faculty work. Collage by mgmt. design.
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regional accrediting association or by the National Association 
of Schools of Art and Design, that the courses were equivalent to 
courses offered at Parsons or other divisions of The New School, 
and that grades of C or better were received.

Students who have earned a French baccalaureate, a German 
Abitur, or an International Baccalaureate diploma, or who have 
passed equivalent European university qualifying examinations, 
will be considered for appropriate transfer credits based on those 
academic credentials.

International students must submit original transcripts; a certified 
English translation if a transcript was recorded in a language other 
than English; and a course-by-course evaluation report prepared by 
World Education Services, www.wes.org, or another member of the 
National Association of Evaluation Services (NACES). If filing with 
WES online, search for New School Parsons. Transcripts should be 
sent for evaluation as soon as possible so that Parsons will receive 
the evaluation reports prior to the application deadline.  If you are 
required to submit a test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
score, contact the appropriate agency and arrange for the scores to 
be sent to Parsons.

Statement of Intent:  In one page (typed, double-spaced) describe 
the events and ideas that led to you to the field of design that you 
wish to study at Parsons.

Home Exam: All applicants for AAS programs must take the home 
examination. Follow the directions for the discipline you expect 
to study.

Fashion Marketing: Write a one-page (typed, double spaced) analysis 
of a successful marketing campaign. 

Fashion Studies: Create a collage that defines the lifestyle of the  
kind of woman or man for whom you would like to design;  
use images taken from magazines and consider color, texture,  
and other elements. 

Graphic Design: Design a postage stamp, 8 x 8 inches, depicting a 
fruit or vegetable. 

Interior Design:  Present a collage of ideas for a small ad agency office 
in an urban townhouse; your detailing should include kinds of fur-
niture, colors, and materials.

Applicants to Fashion Marketing must upload the Home Exam 
as part of the online application. Applicants to Fashion Studies, 
Graphic Design, or Interior Design may upload the exam (.jpg 
format, 1 MB limit) as part of the online application, or they may 
provide a URL link to a website where the exam can be viewed 
or mail the exam to the Admissions Office (address above). All 
mailed artwork must be in slide or digital form accompanied by 
the Materials Cover Sheet (see Procedures above); original artwork 
cannot be accepted.

Interview: While not required, an interview is recommended. You 
may schedule an interview only after your application has been 
received and you have been issued a New School ID number. Make 
arrangements for an interview by calling 212.229.8989 and have 
your ID number ready. 

VISIT US; TALK TO US
There’s no better way to get to know Parsons than visiting us in 
New York City; information sessions are scheduled several times  
a year at the campus in Greenwich Village. Parsons admission 
counselors also travel to a number of cities in the United States.  
For more information, go to www.newschool.edu/parsons/visit.

tours
Sign up for a tour of the school. Tours must be scheduled in 
advance to ensure accommodation. For more information, go to  
www.newschool.edu/parsons/tours.

AAS: INFORMATION

The information published here represents the plans of The New School at the 

time of publication. The university reserves the right to change without notice 

any matter contained in this publication, including but not limited to tuition, 

fees, policies, degree programs, names of programs, course offerings, academic 

activities, academic requirements, facilities, faculty, and administrators. 

Payment of tuition or attendance at any classes shall constitute a student’s  

acceptance of the administration’s rights as set forth above.
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