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DISSERTATION TITLE: Making the American Immigrant Soldier: Inclusion and Resistance 
 
The study analyses the naturalization process of immigrants enrolled in the U.S. military.     
While telling the life stories of three immigrant soldiers, this dissertation describes the practices 
that they engage in order to find a place in the new country. This thesis argues that immigrants 
employ a series of practices, which include integration/assimilation, along side with practices 
of resistance. It employs ethnography, in-depth interviews, participant observation, and 
historical analysis.  

 
  
DISSERTATION COMMITTEE: David Plotke (chair), Aristide Zolberg (d. 2013), Timothy 
Pachirat, Terry Williams  
 
 RESEARCH INTERESTS: Immigration Studies, Identity, Social Justice 
 
EDUCATION 
 
New School for Social Research – Ph.D.                          Defended November 2012  
Competency: Citizenship/Immigration Studies, Social Justice Theory;   
Specialization: American Politics, Political Theory, Comparative Politics  
 
 
Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute – Postdoctoral fellow                                     2013 - 2012  
Specialization: Public Policy  
Conduct field research; prepare manuscripts for publication; teach undergraduate classes   
 
Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research, Maxwell School, Syracuse University            2010 
The institute enables students to create methodologically sophisticated qualitative research 
designs, including case studies, tests of necessity or sufficiency, and narrative or interpretive 
work.  
 
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj Napoca, Romania – M.A., Honors Degree                                             2003 
Major: American Studies - American Philosophy & Politics; Research Area: Democratic 
Theories; Thesis: Identity Development of Minorities in the U.S.    

 
Tuebingen University, Tuebingen, Germany                                     2000                                                                                                     
Topics of Study: Politics, Identities and Culture in Eastern Europe  
 
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj Napoca, Romania - B.A., Honors Degree                                 2000 
Major: American Philosophy, Minor: Education; Thesis: The Ideal of Democracy in John 
Dewey’s Philosophy    
 

 



        
 
SCHOLARSHIP AND AWARDS  
 
Research Foundation grant to conduct field research                       2012 
DAAD fellowship to teach at Technical University Dresden University                                     2012 
Melon Research and Travel Grant for Faculty from PRATT Institute                      2011, 2012 
The Petri Fund, New School University                                   2011, 2012 
Bucerius PhD Fellowship “Settling in Motion” -  Zeit Institute                                             2010 
Travel Grant from New School for Social Research                            2010 
Nominated as the NSSR representative to the national symposium of IQMR                            2010  
Travel Grant for International Study Association NE                                                                     2008  
Research Grant from C.U.N.Y. field research in Romania                                                   2007- 2008 
Travel Research Grant from N.S.S.R. field research                                                                        2008 
Winner of the 2007 Ted Robinson Memorial Award by the South West Political Science 
Association. This award recognizes the best research proposal by a graduate student in the field 
of minority politics.                                                                                                                           2007 
Research Grant from Adjunct Fund C.U.N.Y. field research                                                         2007 
Brecht Fellowship from New School University                                                           2007 
Teaching Fellow by Eugene Lang College - New School University                                                   2007   
The Global Network Grant from Open Society Institute                                                           2006 
Scholarship from the Institute for Humane Studies                                                                     2006 
Tuition scholarship at New School for Social Research                                                              2003-2008  
Janey Rothenberg Fellowship                                                                                                 2004 
Volkswagen Foundation Scholarship                                                                                     2001 
Honors scholarship in MA studies                                                                                            2000-2002 
First place in national contest for entrance in M.A. program in American Studies, Babes Bolyai 
University                                                                                                                              2000  
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
 SUNY, Oswego    
Visiting Assistant Professor                                                                             2014- 2013    
Teaching “Intro to American Government,” “Interest Groups,” “Women in Politics,” “Eastern 
European Politics through Art and Film”  
Create syllabus, teach texts, design lesson plans and in-class activities, design, correct and grade 
exams, discuss students’ development, hold office hours 
 
 
Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute, SUNY Albany    
Postdoctoral Fellow                                                                                                   2013    
Taught “Gender and Membership” and “Politics of International Migration”  
Created syllabus, taught texts, designed lesson plans and in-class activities, designed, corrected 
and graded exams, discussed students’ development, held office hours 
 
Technical University Dresden, Germany 
Visiting Professor                                                                                        2012   
Taught “Liberalism vs. Conservatism in American Political Thought” 
Created syllabus, taught texts, designed lesson plans and in-class activities; designed, corrected 
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and graded exams, discussed students’ development, held office hours.    
 
PRATT Institute New York, N.Y. 
Visiting Assistant Lecturer                                                                2009- 2012  
Taught “World Civilization I &II,”  “Eastern European Politics through Art and Film”  
Create syllabus, teach texts, design lesson plans and in-class activities, design, correct and grade 
exams, discuss students’ development, hold office hours.    
 
New York University, New York, N.Y.                                                                                Spring 2010        
TA “Russia after 1917”   
Conducted two discussion groups/ seminars; responsible for grading  
Acted as a liaison between the professor and the students of different divisions                          
 
Hunter College/CUNY New York, N.Y. 
 Adjunct Lecturer, In-class and on-line classes                                                                  2004- 2009  
Taught “Intro American Government,” “American Conservative Political Thought,”  “Intro to 
Political Theory,” “Modern Political Thought,” “Eastern European Politics and Government”; 
“Eastern European Politics through Art and Film,” ran independent studies; taught regular and 
Honors classes.  
 
New School University  New York, N.Y. 
Teaching Fellow- Eugene Lang College - “Eastern European Politics”                                  Spring 2007 
TA- University-wide Lecture Class “Liars, Truth Tellers and Hypocrites”                   Fall 2006  
 
Dowling College Long Island Long Island, N.Y. 
Adjunct Lecturer                                                                    Fall 2004 
Taught “Modern and Contemporary Philosophy”;  
 
 
INVITED LECTURES  
 
Isha Home School, Tamil Nadu, India 
Guest Lecturer                         December 2013 (in progress)  
Lecture Political Philosophy Classes and run “Oral History” project on nomadic tribes 
 
SUNY Albany   
Guest Lecturer at Professor Ann Johnson “Law and Policy”                                                     Spring 2013 
Lecture on immigrant detention centers and American law 
 
New School for Social Research, New York, N.Y.  
Guest Lecturer at Professor Alexandra Delano  “Dissertation Seminar/ International Migration” class              
                                                                                        Fall 2011 
Lecture on theses writing; commented on students’ projects.   
 
Guest Lecturer at Professor Aristide Zolberg “Politics of Difference” class                               Spring 2010 
Lecture on comparative historical study on political treatment of the migrating Roma in 
Romania and Hungary   
 
Guest Lecturer at Professor Timothy Pachirat “Political Ethnography” class                               Fall 2009  
Lecture on constructing ethnographic research: ethical engagement with subjects and the role of 
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the IRB.  
 
Maltepe University, Istanbul, Turkey  
Guest Lecturer in the International Relations Department                           Fall 2010 
Lecture on 9/11 and the post -Huntington-ian paradigm  
 
New Youth Leadership Forum- San Jose, C.A. 
Faculty Assistant                                                              Summer 2004 
 
Hankook University of Foreign Studies, South Korea  
Faculty Assistant                                                                                        Winter 2001 
Taught English and “Culture and Civilization” 
 
 
 
RESEARCH/WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
International Center for Migration, Ethnicity and Citizenship                                     Spring 2013 
Event Coordinator  
Organizing and coordinating events; contacting international scholars; publicizing the events; 
introducing presenters and facilitating conversations, furthering liaisons between members.  
 
Politics Department  –New School for Social Research- New York                                2011- 2012 
Student Liaison  
Advised prospective students; connected academic and administrative staff from different 
departments to prospective students. Organized meetings, participated at open-houses.   
 
RA to Prof Aristide Zolberg, New School for Social Research - New York         2009- 2012 
Research Assistant – Political Science Department                                                                      
Research on for book manuscripts and articles about democratic management of minorities, 
immigration policies and their impact, citizenship in the era of globalization, and migration vs. 
immigration patterns in Africa, Asia and Latin America.   
 
Charney Research Institute - New York, N.Y.            2008- 2012 
Research Assistant                             
Conducted research on domestic and international politics for private, international and federal 
agencies.  Topics of research: democratic development, international security issues, Middle-
East politics, defense strategies, legal history, program implementation and evaluation. Created 
and organized rapports. Assisted with the organizing the data, organized database supporting 
research presentations.   
 
Hunter College- New York, N.Y                                       2007- 2008  
Researcher – Political Science Department                                                                      
Conducted comparative field research in Eastern Europe (Romania and former East Germany) 
on the process of democratization.  Orchestrated research strategies, conducted field research, 
interview subjects, created analysis reports and organized database supporting class lectures.  

 New School University  - New York, N.Y.                                     2004- 2008 

Research Assistant – Parsons Gimbel Library                                                                                             
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Assisted professors with teaching materials. Conducted on line and library research.  Research 
and organized visual resources database 

Faculty Coordinator- Eugene Lang College                                                                       
Assisted faculty with logistic and academic resources; connected academic and administrative 
staff from different departments. Conducted research and performed a wide variety of 
administrative tasks. Organized annual rapports  

Telephone Fundraiser- New School for Social Research                                                                                   
Assist with transcribing interviews; created a data base. Analyzed fundraising materials and 
implemented fundraising techniques. Called prospects. Related friends to alumni. Closed gifts.  

Romanian Voice TV Program- New York, N.Y.                 2004 
TV Program Host  
Created and maintained relationships in the Romanian community. Researched and 
orchestrated cultural events, interviews and hosted a Romanian TV program. Researched, and 
edited copy for news presentations 
 
National Sociological Institute “Metro-Media Transilvania,” Romania                          1997- 1999  
Interviewer and Researcher 
Conducted polling research. Utilized database. Transcribed interviews. Selected subjects. 
Conducted interviews.  Organized and edited data 
 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

 Native speaker of Romanian with near-native knowledge of English and Spanish 
 Strong knowledge of French  
 Basic knowledge of Italian, German and Hungarian   

 
CONFERENCES/ WORKSHOPS 
Border Migration and Crisis Workshop, York University, Canada     November 2013 (in progress)   
Inter University Centre for Social Science Research, Gandhi University, Kottayam, India  
“Tribal Issues in the Western Ghats”          December 2013 (in progress) 
Speaker Series at Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute                          March 2013  
American Political Science Association, New Orleans,  (cancelled)                                    August 2012   
International Center for Migration, Ethnicity, and Citizenship, NSSR, NY             March 2012, 2011 
I.N.T.E.G.R.A.T.I.O.N Workshop on Migration, BIGSSS, Bremen, Germ                       February 2012 
Transatlantic Migration Policy Zeit Institute Workshop, Washington, DC                    October 2011    
American Political Science Association, Seattle, WA                                       August 2011   
Interpretative Politics Association, Cardiff, UK                                                       June 2011 
Western Political Science Association, San Antonio, Texas                               April 2011  
Zeit Foundation Workshop, Hamburg, Germany                                                April 2011 
Migraciones, Nacionalismo y Ciudadania, Conference Santiago de Chile                     November 2010 
Turkey the Host Spot of (Im)Migration Zeit Institute Workshop, Turkey                        October 2010    
Working Group on Citizenship and Migration – APSA                                             September 2010  
Working Group on Immigration and U.S. Politics- APSA                                         September 2010  
Methods Café                                                                                September 2010  
Short Course Field research: Interpretive Approaches                                               September 2010 
7th Annual Graduate Student Ethnography Conference                                                   April 2010 
‘Interpreting Politics, History and Society in the 21st Century’ Conference Main Organizer, 
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NSSR, New York                                                                       May 2009    
New York State Political Science Association –Conference                                                April 2009     
Workshop and conference ‘The Nation: Narratives and Community’ Centre of Excellence for 
National Security, Singapore                                                                                          March 2009   
Workshop on Interpretive and Relational Research Methodologies                              October 2008  
The International Studies Association-Northeast Annual Conference                          October 2008  
Mid-Western Political Science Association Conference in Chicago                      April 2008 
South-Western Political Science Association Conference in Las Vegas                   March 2008 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 “History of Immigrants in the U.S. Military” in Making Modern Immigration   
ABC- CLIO                                                                                                                                            2012 
Manual for the U.S. State Department on “Immigrant Soldiers”                                 2009 
“The Marginalized Elite: Foreign-born professors’ struggles and challenges” in Voices of 
Immigrant Professors: Historical and Contemporary Challenges & Triumphs               Forthcoming 2014  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP  
American Political Science Association                                                 since 2009 
Interpretation and Methods Group                                                                 since 2010  
International Center for Migration, Ethnicity and   Citizenship                                           since 2010  
 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
Co –producer documentary film “Waiting for the L” – full length production                            2012  
Assisted with translation, editing and education projects on Roma for the documentary 
 “Gypsy Caravan”                                       2007  
Assisted with the production of a short documentary “Waiting for the L- Immigrant Stories in 
NYC”                                                                                                                                                      2006  
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