
Parsons
All-Faculty Meeting
April 17, 2012





History of the  
New Undergraduate 
Curriculum



2004 - 2008 External and internal 
reviews, working groups and 
reports

2008 Created structural parameters  
for UGR

  5 Schools’ Faculty Charrettes

2009 UGR Task Force Retreats &  
Subcommittee Proposals

  Parsons Executive Council 
Reviews Task Force proposals

2010 Parsons Executive Council Policy  
Agreement on UGR First Year 
Curriculum

2010 PCC/SCCs Charged to Develop  
Common Learning Outcomes & 
preliminary 120-credit model

  Town Hall meetings with Faculty

2011  Formation of the Committee on  
Undergraduate Education

  Re!ne materials generated during 
the review

  Workshops with leadership, 
curriculum committees and part 
time faculty to develop courses

2012  Submit materials to the state: 
NYSED

  Submit materials to the state the 
National Association of Schools of 
Art and Design NASAD

  Initial development of the  
learning portfolio

  Workshops with faculty to share 
course development and receive 
feedback

  Development of !nal course 
syllabi

  Continued development 
workshops

2013  Freshman class rollout

2014 Sophomore class rollout

2015 Junior  class rollout

2016 Senior class rollout



CUE

In January 2011, Joel Towers and the Parsons 
school deans charged the Committee for 
Undergraduate Education (CUE) to implement 
the agreements arrived at through the review. 
The committee is comprised of one faculty 
member from each school at Parsons:

John Roach, Committee Chair  
(School of Design Strategies)

Margot Bouman  
(School of Art and Design History and Theory)

Melanie Crean  
(School of Art Media and Technology)

Jean Gardner  
(School of Constructed Environments)

Maura Jurgrau  
(School of Fashion)



FALL SPRING

Energy 
3 hrs

History 

Integrative 
Seminar 

Integrative 
Seminar 

3 hrs
Integrative Studio  

6 hrs
Integrative 

Studio  
3 hrs

First Year 
Elective  

3 hrs

Drawing/Imaging 
6 hrs

Time 
6 hrs

Space/Materiality 
6 hrs



Curriculum  
Workshops for new 

Preparation for 2013



Who is signing up?

CUE Workshop Sign Up
wejoinin.com/sheets/sscgq



Workshop Signup
wejoinin.com/sheets/sscgq 



CUE Workshops



Workshop feedback form



The Form 
tinyurl.com/cuefeedbackform 



Workshop feedback responses



The Responses 
tinyurl.com/cuefeedbackresults



Workshops for  
2012-2013 

Sustainable Energy Systems
A History of the World told Through Objects
Integrative Studio and Seminar and ESL
Space/Materiality workshop (part 2)
First year course working sessions
Collaboration workshop series
Sustainability workshop with representation 
from all Parsons schools.
Systems thinking
Skill building workshops



Learning outcomes

Liberal Arts and General Education

Writing

Events

Studio

New York City

Learning Portfolio



Parsons
& The New School:
Campus Planning
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DESIGN GOALS

PRESERVE ACCESS TO PERIMETER LIGHT AND VIEWS FOR ALL USERS

MAXIMIZE CASUAL ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN FACULTY (AND STUDENTS)

DEVELOP UNIQUE AND FLEXIBLE ROOM LAYOUTS

ENCOURAGE COLLABORATION BETWEEN PROGRAMS
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