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Tém tit

Chu dé chinh dugc thao luan ¢ day 1a mot tom luge vé chi nghia Marx céu tric trong nhan
hoc (anthropological structural Marxism) va kha ning vé tinh pht hop cta né hién nay. Van
dé nay duoc goi gon trong mot s6 cau hoi tong quat: dua vao co s& ndo ma cac 1y thuyét giai
thich duoc du nhap vao va bi loai khoi nhan hoc? Thao ludn vé ‘structural Marxism® dugc
trinh bay trong cac tranh luin gan ddy vé su khat khao ctia nhan hoc vin hoa-xa hoi vén co
truyén théng gén két voi cac linh vue khac ctia nhan hoc va duoc lap luan réng su chia tach
cua cac linh vuc 1a mot su chuyén dich 1y thuyét mang tinh thut lui.

Gi6i thigu: Ly giai va tinh tong thé

Céc cudc tranh luan vé 'ly thuyét’ (theory) trong nhan hoc thuong rat chua cay, khong dugc
giai quyét va hay duoc thuc hién thong qua viéc tao nén quyén luc biéu twong chi khong
phai 1 chimg cr théng thudng. Mot phan vi chirc ning va thai do d6i vai ‘ly thuyét’ chuyén
dich tir vi tri c6 van dé cta ‘dan toc chi’ (ethnography) va cung luc viéc dién dat mang tinh tu
su tai liéu thuc nghiém va cling 1a mot goi tai lieu thuong dugce bao boc bdi cac gia dinh vé
hé qua, tinh logic hop 1y va su gin két ban ning. Mot ngudn khac cua tinh tranh cii cua ‘ly
thuyét’' ¢6 thé khong phai 1a mot sy huyén bi nhu 1a mot ‘dan toc chi’ mang tinh bai vat: nd
luc duy tri cac dong minh v6i cai ma C.P. Snow (1993 [1959]) dd md ta mot cach ndi tiéng 1a
‘hai nén vin héa’ (two cultures) — van héa ctia cic nganh khoa hoc tu nhién va vin hoa cta
cac nganh khoa hoc nhan vin — nhu thé thi nhan hoc can bang mét cach tu c¢6 y thirc giita cac
xu huéng khai quat héa va twong ddi hoa.

Céc nd luc gan day nham giai quyét sy cang thing/map mo nay bang viéc tuyén bd mot bén
1a “dién giai® d6i ngau voi mot bén 1a k¥ xao ‘khoa hoc’ d cham dit (xem cac dong gop cuia
Segal & Yanagisako 2005) chi yéu phu thudc vao viéc dinh nghia lai sy phan cong lao dong
ctia nhan hoc voi mot trudng phai gan véi ‘cude khung hoang cua tinh dai dién’ (crisis of
representation) va mot truong phai khac xoay quanh ‘tdm 1y hoc tién hoa’ (evolutionary
psychology). Tuy nhién, viéc dinh nghia lai nganh hoc khong 1am mat di hay giai quyét duoc
— trir trudng hop loai bo — su tién thoai mang tinh ludng nan ciia mot nganh nhéan hoc ¢ ging
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Mot trong cac van dé dugc nhan manh trong cudc xung dot gilra ‘hai nén vin héa’ ciia nhan
hoc — tinh khéng kién dinh vé sitc ning tuong ddi ciia cac xu hudng khai quat hoa va tuong
dbi hoa cua nhan hoc — thuong 1a mot dac tinh mang tinh bién sd vé tiéu chi duoc st dung dé
quyét dinh xem liéu mot sy giai thich 1a manh hay yéu.® Cach sdp dit nay thuong duoc tiét 16
theo cach 'ly thuyét' duong nhu 13 mot cai mac gin két tong thé hon 1a mot tién dé cong viéc
(working premise), mot sb khia canh ctia nd ¢ thé dugc giir lai, mot s6 khac bi loai bo khi
chung mat di gia tri giai thich. Mot 1y giai chtrc ning ludn-cau trac dugc phat 16 vé cac nodi
dong nang ctia mot hé théng x4 hoi, chfmg han nhu c6 thé mang lai mdt chut hiéu biét nao do
vé qua trinh chuyén ddi, song lai khong thé chi ra cac han ché ctia quyén ning ly giai, ma
khong phai viéc thiéu 1y thuyét kinh nién. Dic tinh duy danh cia 'y thuyét' trong nhan hoc
chdng d& cho khuynh himg quy hoa ciia nganh hoc (xem Wolf 1994).

Mot van dé lién quan dén tai lidu ‘chuan’ chiét trung c6 xu hudng tich tu hon 1a tiép nbi/lién
tuc. Mot nghién ctru dién hinh 13 bd sung thém vao dong tu liéu ma khong thay thé cac 1y giai
c6 trudce. Lich st phat trién cla nganh hoc dugc gén chit vao chinh tai liéu co ban c6 thé
khong mang lai y nghia tai danh gia lién tuc, tai dinh hudng va tai hiéu chuan vé cac chiéu
canh 1y giai ciia nganh hoc,* song n6 c6 thé ciing tao nén mot lan khi doc.” 'Ly thuyét' da duy
tri mot sy thau hiéu dbi véi cac thanh td tap nham bao gém ca tinh téng thé ctia nhan hoc lai
it kiéu mau hon 12 chia ra timg phan. Mot s6 khu viuc ma trong d6 su giai thich lién tuc hon 1a
dién giai c6 vi tri chu dao c6 thé chi 1a mot sy thich nghi ky cuc (néu cd) trong mot sé cac
quan diém vé tinh tong thé, nhung thudng lai bi quy hoa (demonized) nhu thé mang tinh thuc
chung (positivistic) hay chi don gian dugc xem nhu 1a khong thude vé nhan hoc.

Su thoai lui ctia chii nghia Marx ciu tric trong nhan hoc (sau day viét tit 1a ASM)° c6 thé 1a
mdt vi du v& mot 1y thuyét giai thich bi gat ra ria khong phai 14 vi 1y thuyét yéu, ma 1a mot
loai 1y thuyét ‘sai’, 'cai sai' theo nghia né thach thirc tinh dién giai tong thé dang ngay cang
n6i bat. Cac 1y giai cua no khong chi 1a vé nhitng sy bd sung cho tai liéu, ma 13 nd thay thé
cac 1y giai khac theo cach danh bat mot cach khong dung tha mot sé khia canh cua tinh tong
thé nhan hoc. Vi dy, ¢c6 mot tinh téng thé trong cac luan di¢u cua cac nha chuc nang luan vé
tinh phu thudc 13n nhau cua céc ciu truc than tdc, chinh tri va kinh té ma cac ciu trac than
tdc, chinh tri, kinh té c6 thé dﬁy da & goc do mo ta, nhung cha yéu chira dung quyén luc 4n
du (metaphoric power) trude cac 1y giai vé bién d6i xa hoi doi hoi xac dinh 16 cac yéu to
nguyén nhan.” D6 1a mot van dé gan két vai tinh téng thé vi muc dich 1y giai sy phu 1an nhau
mot cach phtic tap ctia nhiéu chiéu canh khac nhau cta tinh x3 hoi, nhung mot van dé khac
doi hoi su 1y giai nhan qua d6 ludn tin kiém sy dbi chiéu thong qua tinh tong thé.®

Du mdi quan hé lich st rat dai gitra nhan hoc véi chu nghia Marx,” mot chuyén nganh nhan
hoc cong khai dwa trén nghién ctru ciia Marx va Engels (hon 14 cht nghia Marx chinh thong)
trd thanh mot diac diém ndi bat cia dién ngdn nhan hoc trong nhimg nam 1960. Chang han,
Vincent (1985: 137) cho biét hau hét cac danh muc tai liéu tham khao ciia Wessman trong
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Loi thé 1y giai cia ASM d6i v6i chiic ning luan chinh thong dién trong mot bdi canh duoc
16ng ghép: & modt cap do, mot thé hién vé su phé binh phé quat hon dbi voi nganh hoc dién ra
trong nhirng nam 1960;10 con 6 mot cép dd cao hon, mot biéu hién vé mot nganh hoc van con
thoai mai nhu la mot nganh lich str-xa hdi hon 1a mot su ap ché d6i véi cac nganh nhan van.
Véi mot sy dich chuyén chung ciia nganh hoc theo huéng thong dién chit nghia mang tinh
biéu tuong (literary-hermeneutic-symbolically) duge danh ddu bang viéc xuat ban cudn
Writing culture (Clifford & Marcus 1986)''— va 1 cai tinh tay caa 'nhan hoc tong thé' (duoc
phac hoa mét cach hing hon trong Segal & Yanagisako 2005), thi cic chét lugng dic thu va
tinh té trong phé binh ctia ASM bi che gidu. O mot cip do cao hon nita, trong khi sy dich
chuyén vin hoc dudng nhu ting quyén cho nhin hoc thong qua mot sy nhan manh dén tinh
da nganh, thi no lai 1d mot xu hudng cho cac khuynh huéng mang nhiéu tinh hoc thuat hon
(hay hoc thuat) dé duoc biét dén voi cac chuyén nganh cu thé c6 cing ngudn gbc — kinh té
hoc, tién hoa luan, chinh tri hoc, tim 1y hoc — va & mot s6 khia canh thi n6 lai bién mat trong
cac dong chay chinh théng méi ctia nhan hoc.

Ké ca néu nhu khuynh hudng théng linh nganh hoc di tai cdu trac tinh tong thé cua nganh
hoc theo cach cdi mo, nghi van cac gia tri ctia nhimg lién két khoa hoc, thi 1y 18 vé su hop Iy
dbi v6i quyén nang vian hoa cua nhan hoc nhu 'nguoi ké chuyén dugc thong bao tot nhat'
(chdng lai cac thach thirc dbi véi dia vi twong tu tir phia cac NGOs, nghién ciru phat trién/khu
vuc, trai nghiém du lich', du ky, van van), van con dua vao kiéu khoa hoc va su bai tri hién
thuc (vi du xem Besteman & Gusterman 2005). O mdt sd khia canh, diéu ma ngay nay chinh
1a sy can thi€p da bi loai bé cua ASM co thé dugc coi 1a mot 1oi tuyén bd quan trong vé mot
nén nhan hoc téng thé khac, d6 chinh 1a: mot sy quan tim khac ddi véi tinh day du cua ly
thuyét hon 1a tinh hop 1y cua 1y thuyét.

Nhén hoc kinh té

ASM xuit hién trén co s& mot sd tac dong, trong d6 c6 mdt nhan thirc nhan hoc chinh théng
vé mot nén kinh té bo lac, tién hién dai, theo hinh thirc ly tuong hoa, sy phan cong lao dong
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cha yéu dugc tao nén boi cac nhan té gidi va tudi tic. Nhan hoc kinh té bi thuc ép phai tro
thanh mot chuyén nganh cta nhan hoc trong mot bdi canh tai cdu tric dia chinh tri sau khi
Chién tranh Thé giéi II két thuc cung v6i nhitng cudc tranh luan 1y thuyét ndi troi cha yéu
xoay quanh su phan biét giita hinh thirc luan va ban thé luan (substantivist-formalist). Theo
mot tai lidu, trong khi nhan hoc kinh té ¢o nghia l1a ‘kinh té hoc trong bdi canh bd lac/nong
dan’, thi n6 cling bao ham khai ni¢m vé su gén két, nghia la sy thé hién logic kinh té thong
qua mat chubi hay 1a mot éng loc cac quan hé xa hoi (vi du nhu than tdc va chinh tri), mot
nén kinh té phi tu tri'> cting voi nhitng gi ma Polanyi (1944) da chi ra va duoc thdy rat rd
trong cac nghién ctru cua Sahlins (1972).

Tuy nhién, & mot sb6 khia canh, cudc tranh luin substantivist-formalist c6 nhitng muc dich
lién nganh rat quan trong. O mot cuc, cic nha formalists khang dinh rang mot dinh nghia
mang tinh thi truong vé tinh hop 1y kinh té chang c6 gi nhidu dé néi vé nhitng nén kinh té phi
thi truong, trir cac truong hop ma cac nén kinh té bat hop Iy mot cach dién hinh. G mét cuc
khac, cac nha substantivist cho rang logic kinh té luon tiy thudc vao cac logic vin hoa da
dang bao mon vién canh ctia khai niém phd quat vé cai kinh té (the economic). Trong thuc té,
mdi quan diém nay quan tdm dén mot loai muc tiéu kinh té rat khac nhau, trong d6, vé co ban
substantivism quan tam dén cac cAu tric cua material provisioning bat chip vé mit vin hoa
chung dugc thé hién nhu thé nao, con formalism chi quan tAm v&i cac cau trac cua material
provisioning dugc thé hién bfmg gia ca.? Sy 1an 16n cua cac muc tiéu duoc Godelier (1972:
xxviii) nhan manh trong cac binh luan cia minh vé 16i khuyén day méau thuin ghi trong Notes
and queries on anthropology (Royal Anthropological Institution of Great Britain and Ireland
1960), trong d6, nhitng nha nghién ciru dién da duge hudng dan 1a vira phai ton trong vira
phai chdi bo kinh té hoc ‘thong thuong’.

Mot dnh huong quan trong khac ddi vé6i sy xuat hién cia ASM la sy thé hién toan cau méi vé
economic formalism thong qua quan diém ctua mot Iy thuyét hién dai hoa, mot 1y thuyét dé
xuat mot hinh thirc cimg nhéc vé chii nghia tién hoa kinh té 1én canh quan nhan hoc. Tir loi
thé cta nhan hoc, tinh da dang cua céac xa hdi dugc nhan hoc quan tdm (cho du dugc ma hoa
1a cac bo toc, tdc ngudi, dan tdc hay cac ching toc) ciing nhu tinh da dang cua cac mdi lién
két cta cac xa hoi nay voi cac hé théng 16n hon lai duge thé hién mot cach chua day du boi
cac modernizationist prescriptions. Trong bdi canh va khuon khd méi do 1y thuyét hién dai
hoa tao ra — dugc hién thuc héa theo mot hinh thirc 16 rang hon véi sy ba chu cua chu nghia
tan tu do (neoliberalism) trong nhitng nam 1980 — vi tri cia nha formalist trd thanh mot sy
biéu hién cta nhan hoc ung dung, con substantivism dai dién cho mot loai truculent
romanticization vé chi nghia tién tu ban. Bat chap thuc té ring ‘nhan hoc kinh t&” xuat hién
nhu thé dé thay thé 1y thuyét hién dai hoa kiéu quy nap von da dugc dé cap nhiéu va co xu
hudéng mot chiéu, tinh khong thé so sanh giita 1ap luan cia formalist va substantivist trong
viéc tong hop mot 1y thuyét du thay thé dugc nhan manh. O mét goc do nao do, du chua dwa
ra duoc mot 1y thuyét day du dé 1y giai cho cai da dién ra trong thé gidi nhan hoc bi can tré
b6i mot chwong trinh méi cta cac nha 1y thuyét hién dai hoa,' song mdi yéu t bao ham d6
c6 thé dugc chap lai thanh mét sy tong hop phu hop thong qua ASM, hay kinh té chinh tri,
hodc nhan hoc Marxist, dd c¢b gang hop nhit véi cac 1y giai lich st va chirc nang luan.
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Mot canh quan nhian hoc méi

Nhiém vu ban dau cia du 4n nhan hoc hién dai 1a thu thap tai liéu va xay dung moé hinh cho
cac hé thdng van hoa xa hoi xa la."”” Mot du 4n c6 ngudn gde tir huéng nay phan tich vé cac
thé ché cua cac thé ché nay 1 cic hé thdng tu san sinh.'® Dy an 'kham pha vé su quy dinh'
duoc thue hién dudi khudn kho mét s tiéu muc (vi du nhu nhan hoc biéu tugng, chirc ndng
luan céu trac, quyét dinh luan moi trudong, van héa va tinh cach, v.v.) va cho du da dugc
thong bao vé sy bién ddi trudng ky trong cac nhan tb hay thanh td c6 uu viét nhat dinh, ciing
vi thé, mot sé khuynh hudng giai thich, goi ¥ cho rang thyc tién nhan hoc chinh né dugc
khuon dac boi mot sy 16ng ghép trong thé gidi hién dai, duoc coi 1a mot sy khiéu khich. Ca
hai tuyén tip cuia Hymes (1969) va cua Asad (1974) déu chira dung céc 1ap luan vé tac dong
cho rz‘ing mic du cac chi dé va van dé ddi tuong cua nhan hoc cé thé theo mot sb nghia va
trong mot s6 truong hop dudng nhu ‘nam ngoai lich si’, thi méi quan hé gitta nhan hoc véi
cac ddi twong ctia n6 thi lai khong. Nhung 1ap luan chita dung trong hai tuyén tip day anh
hudng nay dugc thira nhdn mét cach rong rai nhu 1a sai xot, néu khong phai 1a sy thoa ma,
song n6 lai khong thé dé cho cac phé binh dé bat bé tinh hé thong hién nhién cia cic mbi
quan hé nhét dinh giita, vi du, cac truyén thong nhan hoc qubc gia va cac ddi tuong nghién
clru wu tién ciia mdi truyén thong nay. Liéu c6 phai nguoi Ha Lan chuyén vé Péng Nam A 1a
mot sy phan anh vé su hép dan tu nhién? Liéu cac dan toc & Nam My, Trung My va Bic My
thu hat sy quan tAm ctia cac nha nhan hoc Bic M§? C6 phai chau Phi va chdu A tré thanh
diém quan tdm cua nhan hoc Anh mét cach tinh c¢d? Di nhién, cac hiép hoi nay khong phai 1a
cac hi¢p hdi bi thach thirc mot cach truc tiép; hon thé, diém nhan mang tinh bdo vé dugc dat
1én cac ciu triic gan cho, nhung hiém ai chi ra rang thyc hanh nhan hoc c¢6 xu huéng khong
phai 1a phu thudc 1an nhau (khong c6 mot nguoi Inuits nao dién da & Shaker Heights, ching
c6 nguoi Dinka dién da & Peckham) va tinh chu quan chinh tri c6 xu huéng 1a mot diéu kién
tién quyét cta tinh cht quan nhén hoc.

ASM xuét hién trong bdi canh ciia mot canh quan dia chinh tri duogc diéu chinh mét cach
manh mé vi nd chuyén dich tr cai dugc goi ¢ day la thuc dan — chuyén sang — thuc dan maéi
d3 duogc cung cd. Su khung hoang kinh t&é ma ngudi ta tién doan theo sau cudc Chién tranh
Thé giéi I di khong xay ra va nhitng nim ngay sau chién tranh lai cho thiy mét sy chuyén
d6i manh mé ctia cac x3 hoi tién tu ban va can ké tu ban, nhimg linh vuc khdm pha ctia nganh
hoc.

Mot so dieu chinh

Nhitng vay mugn 1y thuyét ciia Méc trong ASM c6 xu hudng phi chinh théng, doi khi dugc
goi 1a “Tan méc xit’, khong phai 1a mot buc bién hoa vé sy ap dung cong thirc ctia 1y thuyét —
mot mau chu dich cta chi nghia duy vat lich sur - ma la mot dé xuat mot loat cac 1y gidi mang
tinh gia thuyét. Trong bdi canh con thiéu tai liéu nhan hoc thuc nghiém ¢ thoi diém Mac va
Ang-ghen xay dung cac 1y thuyét cia ho, thi cach duy nhét dé ap dung céc 1y thuyét cta ho
dbi voi tai liéu dan toc hoc nhu sau d6 di xuit hién déu mang tinh phong doan/gia thuyét.
Vén dé quan trong ddi véi tinh chan xac cuia ASM 1a khong phai ‘chii nghia Mac tot nhu thé
nao’, ma la cac ly giai xuét hién sau d6 tot nhu thé nao."”” ASM phai dbi mat truc dién véi su
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khang dinh rang chu nghia Mac chi phu hop véi phén tich vé cac xa hoi tu ban qua viéc nhan
manh dén cic dong ning cua su két ndi gitra chil nghia tu ban va tién tu ban va & mot muc do
thip hon 1a tap trung vao cac dinh nghia 10ng 1éo it mang tinh thoi gian vé chinh céc su phan
loai nay.'®

‘Chii nghia cdu trac’ ciing c6 mdi quan hé chit ché voi ASM cho du mét sb 1y do khac dbi
véi viée ap dung vao mdi quan hé Mac xit. Cau trac luan c6 nhiéu mdi quan hé than thudc
v6i nhitng ngudi cho rang mot dinh nghia phd quat 1a diéu khong thé. Nhitng phién ban khac
nhau cta ciu trac luan pht hop v6i nhan hoc vao cac thoi diém chung gin véi Lévi-Strauss
va Althusser, nhung thuc té cho rz‘ing ASM nhin chung dugc duc rat ra tr linh luc cAu trac
ludn hon 13 cai quyén ning ciu triic nao cho thdy c6 van de.

D6 chinh 12 sy md phong x3 hoi hoc co ban kha cb dién cua Lévi-Strauss (1961: 60-1) duong
nhu 1a mot sy d6i 1ap, sy 4m chi cta ong dbi v6i Marx, Freud va dia 1y hoc — ba cong chua —
nhu da duogc chi ra: mot cai gi d6 khong thé hiéu mot cach truc tiép, nghia 1a gia sir/gia thuyét
(ma sau d6 md hinh) trén co so nhimg bang ching hitu hinh (mang tinh vat chat hay ung xur)
san c6 ddi vai mot su diéu tra truc tiép, hoan toan khong phai la mot cach tiép can khoa hoc
thong thuong. Trong khi ciu tric luan cia Lévi-Strauss phil hop vé6i nhiing van dé mang tinh
dai dién hon (dé Xuét ctia tAm tri tir vat chét), Althusser lai dua ra mgt khung kinh té chinh tri
dé phan tich so sanh.

N6i nhu thé khong c6 nghia 1a dé goi ¥ rang ‘cdu trac luan’ va ‘chu nghia Méc’ chi duoc
thém vao dé ting cudng thé loai/dé lam cho mdt, ma 1a dé goi ¥ rang sy triru twong 1y thuyét
gan voi cac dy an co quy mo 16n vé giai doan, chiang han nhu cua Hindess va Hirst (1975),
khong nhat thiét tao thanh mot phan quan trong ctia ASM. Sy chia tach 1y thuyét ngu y trong
ASM 10 rang c6 sy vay muon ¢ dau do trong khung canh cta céc cude thao luan tdn Mac xit,
song trong mbi quan h¢ véi chie nang luan cAu trac, su dich chuyén ciia ASM 1a mét sy trdi
day khiém ton ctia cac nguyén tac 1y giai.'” ASM dat van dé: & cap d6 phan tich nao thi c6 thé
phan biét cac cdu triic bén trong ctia xd hoi phi thi trudng co tén 1a X trong khi lai 1am rd
dugc cac moéi quan hé theo d6 (x3 hoi tién/phi tu ban) hoat dong vé6i sy lién két v6i xa hoi tu
ban theo kiéu x4 hoi tu ban chii nghia (nghia 1a phu thudc vao né va/hay cung ton tai véi nd).
Gia thuyét manh mé 1a & cfip dd céac cAu trac kinh té/vat chat dinh vi rz‘ing ai do c6 thé thé
hién ca dong ning bén trong ctia chil nghia tién tu ban va sy twong thich cia chil nghia tu ban
va tién tu ban. Vi cac muc dich dién giai, Wolf (1981) theo dudi cach lap luan nay (ma khong
cdy nho dén phuong thirc san xuét gan két véi ASM) trong so sanh ciia dng vé cac phuong
thire tu ban, céng nap, than tdc vé su huy dong lao dong.

Bét chip sy nhin manh vao 'ly thuyét' trong hau hét cac binh luan vé ASM, cac nghién ctru
truong hop dan toc hoc lai nhin manh ring ASM c6 xu huéng rat thang than. Tinh minh bach
ciia muc tiéu 1y giai dugc dién dat 16 rang trong nghién ctru ctia Meillassoux (1981), trong do,
bat chip quy két ciia O'Laughlin (1977) — trong s6 nhiéu hoc gia khac — vé mot sy map mo co
ban va han ché, Meillassoux dé xuit mot su giai thich rat hop 1y cho viéc bao tdn mot cong
dong tién tu ban trudce su hién dién cta boc 16t thong qua viée két ndi voi chii nghia tu ban,
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mot su giai thich rat gidng véi su giai thich duoc Wolpe (1972) dua ra trong phan tich cta
minh vé 'qué huong bé lac' va chu nghia apartheid Nam Phi.*’

Tuy nhién, sy rd rang vé 1y thuyét con thiéu trong Meillassoux, nghién ciru 'Mediation of
contradiction: why Mbum women do not eat chicken' (1974) cua O'Laughlin 1a mot sy thé
hién cac phan tich 1y thuyét it on a0 dwoc duc rit tir ASM theo cling cach ma n6 da dua vao
chirc ning luan cau trac co hoc. Khong cé tinh khong tuong hop (hay thiéu kién dinh) 'ly
thuyét', khi 1y thuyét hoat dong dé trg giup cho sy dién giai, khong cit xén bt mot hodc
nhiéu vi tri d6i nghich. Trong vi du ctia minh, phan tich chirc nang luan cAu trac dinh nghia
cac giéi han ctia mot hé théng phan tir hoa trong khuon kho su kiém soat ciia nhimg ké bén
trén ctia hang hoa trao ddi ngoai thwong cho phép su duy tri ctia chung vé quyén luc hop
phap v& vin hoa. Tuy nhién, sy bat binh dang trong hé thong dam bao sy tich lity thing du
cua nam gidi co vi thé, dam bao dong/su trao ddi cua céc nguén vét chét co ban can thiét dé
duy tri tinh ty tri cia ngudi Mbum. Cach tiép can nay khong lam mét di sy khac biét cua xa
h6i Mbum (hay 1am ton hai phén tich chirc ning luan céu tric), song lai dit ra cac van dé méi
rat 1y thi (chang han nhu sy kiém so4t ctia nam gidi 16n tudi vé cac hang hoa trao d6i véi bén
ngodi — va phu nir tiéu dung chiing — tao nén sy boc 16t?). Piéu 1y thu chinh 1a cach ma céac
mbi quan h¢ san xuét tao nén cac dic tinh cua x3 hoi dia phuong két ndi véi cac mdi quan hé
san xuét chinh & cac xa hoi 1an can. Mot vi du tuong tu duogc dé cap trong nghién ctu cua
Kahn (1975; 1981), trong d6 cac dong ning sinh ton mang tinh tw cip ty tic va san xut hang
héa nho trong khuon khé x3 hoi ndng dan Sumatran duy tri mot mbi quan h¢ ban ty tri moc
nbi vi mot sb cac ciu trac kinh té khu vuc/quéc gia khuon dic duong bién cua xa hoi dia
phuong.

Nhung kiéu nghién ctru ty mi nay, cho du con kha it,21 dai dién cho mot ASM duoc tao nén
trong thuc tién dan toc hoc ciing nhu trong tham vong mo hinh hoa, tuy ching c6 xu huéng bi
che lap boi mot sy tréch hudng 1y thuyét c6 ngudn gde tir vise ASM chi 1a mot goc nho ciia
Chu nghia Marx phuong Tay. DPbi véi mot sb nguoi, c6 khi mot sy hdi tu da nganh va & mdt
murc ¢ mang tinh hinh thirc ¢6 thé ciing tré thanh mot cin d& 1on. Vi dy, nhidu nguoi da cha
v dén Precapitalist modes of production (1975) cua Hindess va Hirst 1a mot phan ctia mot su
thai qua 1y thuyét,” trong dé cac mdi quan tdm vé cha nghia duy vat lich sir - sy kham pha
dugc thong bio vé su phat trién mat can ddi dudng nhu khéng dang ké so voi emergent
hyper-theory. Nhin lai, phan 16n nghién ctru ndy mét khi duoc nhan dang 1a c6 lién quan quan
trong dén ASM — tai liéu vé su ung ho va su phé binh cua Althusser, mét nguén 13 nhat — gio
day duong nhu hoan toan hiru hinh d6i véi cac mdi quan tm lau dai ciia nhéan hoc.

Cac nghién ctru quan trong dua trén dién di duoc trich dan trong Marxism and primitive
societies (1972) cta Terray, mot tuyén tap c6 nhiéu anh hudng nhit trong sd cac chuyén luan
dau tién. Chung dai dién cho nghién ctru quan trong ddu tién mang tinh ASM Phap dugc dich
va chuyén tai truc tiép sang nhan hoc Anh va M§y. Ching ciing cho thidy mét sy cing thing
gitta nhitng nguoi bi tién dinh bai tién hoa luan véi cac nd luc phéc hoa Ién nhitng dic tinh
kinh té 'nguyén thuy'. Thém vao d6, du vy, ching danh gia thdp mdi quan hé giira van dé
thuyc dan va 'cac hinh thirc xa hdi nguyén thuy'. Vi du, Terray viét vé hai chuong cudi trong
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cubn L'anthropologie économique des Gouro (1964) ctia Meillassoux nhu sau: 'cac chuong
nay 1y thi 1am sao trong cac nghién ctru cia Meillassoux, t6i nghi rang giai doan thudc dia c6
thé 1a vi chung khong con méi va nguyén gbe hon phan tich cua tac gia vé nén kinh té truyén
thdng' (Terray 1972: 96).7

N6 lién quan dén van dé thir ba — bdi canh thudc dia — d6 1a hai xu hudng hoan toan khac
nhau — déu dugc nhan biét 1a ASM — trd nén rd rang. Mot trong hai khuynh huéng nay lién
quan dén dic tinh cua ddi twong nhan hoc — mot bo toc/xa hoi/don vi van hoa gan két khac
biét v6i cai gi d6 triu trong. Bat chiap mot kho 1y thuyét duong nhu 14 dé am chi mot sy giai
trir ctia cac tiép can nhan hoc, Terray tom lugc chii dé truyén thong. Xu hudng tht hai — bién
ddi x4 hoi lién quan dén trong tam cua su bién ddi kinh té — lai it dugc dé cap dén trong cudc
khau chién mang tinh dinh nghia gin v6i su quan tdm dén su chin xac ctia cac dinh nghia va
cac diéu kién ciia cac phuong thirc san xuat va gan két nhiéu hon dbi véi van dé két ndi:
nghia 14 cic mbi quan hé tw ban va tién tu ban va cac xa hoi cung ton tai nhu thé nao?**

Mot hé qua cua sy ép budc ky cuc vé cac xu hudng dinh nghia va 1y giai bén dudi d& muc
don nhit d6 1a nghién ctru thuan tay 'ly thuyét' duong nhu nhiéu hon nghién ctru dwa vao thuc
nghiém. Thém vao do, c6 mot y nghia nao d6 theo cach nhan hoc kinh té duoc tiép can tu
quan diém Marxist bi coi 1a 'mang tinh quyét dinh luan kinh t&', phai tra gia bang su danh gia
ding mirc cai 'van hoa', nhung cac nghién ctru thuc nghi¢m dugce tao nén 'dudi sy anh huong'
(xem, vi du cac dong gop dbi voi Bloch 1975; Kahn & Llobera 1981%) trong thuc té khong
thé hién su phu thudc co hoc nay. Thém vao dé, su budc t6i vé quyét dinh luan kinh té duong
nhu dic biét thiéu trung thuc trong ky nguyén cta cha nghia tan tu do tiép theo, trong d6 thi
truong chiém wu thé va nhan hoc vin héa dudng nhu s& phat trién.

Trong khi phé binh vé nhiing thiéu sét cuia cac cach tiép can dbi voi viéc phan tich 'kinh té
nguyén thury' thudng bi chi trich (vi du Godelier 1972), thi sy phé phan mot cach khit khe lai
dugc gianh cho cac tran dia mang tinh ndi da nau thit va nhimg nghién ctru ndi bat trong ciing
nhu xung quanh ASM lai it chii y dén sy Gy quyén Marxist (credentialism). Nhitng dong gop
c6 anh huong trong cac tuyén tap cua Bloch (1975), Kahn va Llobera (1981) dai dién cho
cac vi du vé ca ba khuy huéng duoc phan loai trong nghién ciru ciia Terray (1972), ciing nhu
1a cac an y 16 rang vé chiéu ngang 1y giai c6 thé dwgc mo rong nhu thé nao. Cu thé, nghién
ctru ctia Kahn (1975) va Friedman (1975) goi 1én mot quan diém toan cau thuc ddy manh mé
d6i twong phan tich ctia nhan hoc nam bén ngoai cudc tranh luan gan véi hé thong 'd cap do
dia phuong' va duge quy dinh boi ngén tir 1y thuyét ctia loai chu nghia thyc nghiém gan véi
chirc ning ludn-ciu tric kiéu Anh.

Mot sy danh gia lac quan duoc dua ra trong tuyén tip ctia Kahn, Llobera (1981) va ASM
dudng nhu 1a mot émg cir vién nang ky cho viéc két hop nhimng loi thé trong cac phan tich
d@)ng dai (dugc vay muon tir chirc nang luan-cAu trac, ciu tric luan va ly thuyét hé théngzé)
va phan tich qua thoi gian (longue durée cling nhu 1a 'lich su cua céac sy kién', a la Braudel).
Trién vong clia mot nén ASM trudng thanh trong do6 loi thé 1y thuyét — c6 thé noéi 1a mot sy
chit loc cia mot chuong trinh dién giai — tién trién vai mot su sép xép lai mot cach co hé
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thong nhitng két qua vé sé luong ngay cang nhiéu cac tai lidu dan toc hoc ¢ cude séng ngin
ngui. Thay vao d6, ASM duoc coi 1a mdt san pham phirc hop, mot dau gach ndi bi loai bo
(hyphenate-reject) cua nganh céng nghiép hoa chat dan gian chuyén siu trong linh vuc két
hop cac thanh t6 nhu thé cia nhimg ngudi 'Phap', cac nha 'chirc ning luan ciu trac', 'tin
Marxist' va 'cau trac luan', phu thudc vao su két hop va bdi canh — mot sy dan xen lam phuc
tao hoa cua su chép thudn va sy suc pham.

Con chua mang dén mot mdi lién két quyén nang va substantial gitta nén nhan hoc vé cac xa
hdi tién tu ban véi nhan hoc vé cac xa hoi cua cac mbi quan h¢ khac nhau vdi chu nghia tu
ban, di san cia ASM duogc phan anh trong 'Marxism and anthropology' (1996) cia Spencer va
A history of anthropology (2001) cia Eriksen va Nielsen — chi dan hai 1y giai day tinh phé
binh, song khong hoan toan c6 hé¢ thong — duong nhu hoan toan md nhat. Spencer viét vé
ASM va cb gin két phén tich giai cdp ¢ cac cip do dia phwong va toan cau, rang 'dy la
nhitng vin dé quan trong cho bat ky mot su hiéu biét nao vé thé giéi hién dai (Wolf [1982]
cung cip mot su tong hop ddy k¥ niang va than trong vé nghién ctru nay), nhung cac két qua
lai khong 4n twong mot cach ky cuc' (1996: 353). Ong tiép tuc:

Tém lai, chu nghia Marx cAu tric bi de doa boi hai kha nang ddi dau: vi chu nghia Marx
tuong ddi khac biét d6i véi cac van dé cua dan toc hoc va van hoa, va vi thé, khong dac biét
d6i v6i nhan hoc; hay trong tay cac nha dan toc hoc nhu Godelier va Maurice Bloch, n6 di
tré thanh hién nhién van hoa hon, song xem ra lai it tin cay dbi vai cac nha Marxist (1996:
353).

Eriksen va Nielsen, nguoi da trich dan 10i phan quyét 'chang ngudi nay thi ngudi khac' cua
Spencer, da thém rang 'van dé co ban ciia chii nghia Méc trong nhan hoc di va dang co ban 1a
Iy thuyét vé xa hoi tu ban va do 1a birc thong diép clia nd vé cac “xa hoi tién tu ban” da dugc
thé hién trong ngdn ngit ctia tién hoa luan don tuyén' (2001: 116).

bat mot bén nhitng van dé vé su sic sdo cua cac phan quyét cu thé nay, thi that kho co thé
tranh c&i v6i quan sat cua Eriksen va Nielsen's vé téng quan day tinh lac quan vao nim 1981
ctia Kahn va Llobera rang ASM ‘da that bai nhur 1a mot xu hudng gan két khi ma bai tong
ludn cudi cung dd dwoc xuat ban' (2001: 116).

Tuy nhién, khong c6 mot trong cac phé binh nao hoai c6 lai hoan toan dang tin cay trong viéc
ly giai vé su khac biét gitta sy cing thiang vé loi ich trong cac khia canh méi cia ASM, du
chét yéu, ciing nhu sy nhit nhat cia 16i binh luan day tinh phé binh ngay sau d6. Panh gia
'thiéu 4n twong mot cach ky cuc' vé di san ciia ASM ciing nhu sy goi ¥ rang su sup do cua
ASM 1a do no bi giam ham trong ‘cai ngdn ngir cua tién hoa luan don tuyén’ ngu ¥ mot s6
thiéu st cta tinh phu hop giira chii nghia thuc té va sy hy vong, nhung sy phan xét nay
dudng nhu 14 dya trén nén tang cta tinh pht hop cia nhimg nhin mac hon 14 tinh day du
trong 1y giai phu hop. Trong qué trinh thao luan cta minh vé Morgan, Terray di nhién da goi
ra mot chu nghia Mac kiéu giai doan (a stage-ist Marxism), nhung that khé dé ma biét trong
cac cudc thao luan dugc mé phong vé cac phuong thic san xuat va sy biéu dat (xem Foster-
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Carter 1979) rang cudc thao luan cta cac nha tién hoa ludn tiép tuc diéu khién vi tri trong
tong thé hd so vé ASM. Tuong tw, mot su tach biét cta ‘hoc thuyét Mac’ va ‘cai van hoa’ thi
lai khong dé gi co thé nhan ra, day la mot su that bai trong tai liéu ma duong nhu rd rang bi
chiém giit tir trude sy danh gia vé ban chit ciia cac mbi quan hé phu thudc 1dn nhau giita cac
cau trac kinh té va phi kinh té. Tom lai, nhimg cudc giai phdu Spencer va Eriksen/Nielsen
mang dén cho thdy géi tu tuong cia ASM nhiéu hon 1a ching thong béo vé mot sung luc
mang tich substantive va tiém nang nhu la mot loi thé vé cac ly thuyét nhan hoc hién cé vé
bién d6i xa hoi & ca cap d6 chuyén nganh nhan hoc kinh té hay nhin chung & cap do linh vuc
nhan hoc vin hoa — xi hoi trong khudn khé cua cai khung tong thé.

Su suy tan

D ASM 1a mot sy ké tiép 16 gic cua chirc nang luan hay 1a mot su hop nhat khong bén viing
va khé dung giira ‘chil nghia Méac’ v6i ‘van hoa’, thi né ciing c¢6 anh huong lau dai. Béi véi
Mintz thi sy phat trién nhu thé 1a mot su ngac nhién néu n6 da xay ra. Ong viét rﬁng: ‘Néu
hau hét cudc tranh luan dugc goi 1a Mac-xit dudng nhu cach xa nhirg xa hoi thuc tién duong
dai — cling nhu hau hét n6 dang 1a — thi sau d6 chang c6 nganh hoc nao ¢ trong tinh trang hién
tai duong nhu it c6 thé xay ra hon 1a nhan hoc Bic My (Mintz, Godelier, Trigger & Hoijer
1984: 12). Ly giai cua 6ng vé tinh khong co thuc nay ap dung ddi v6i ca nhan hoc Anh va
MY, dd nuéi dudng nhitng quan diém phi lich sir va dién hinh lich st, v6i nuéc My xuét hién
nhitng nguoi ban dia da d6 duong dai trong qua khtr nham tranh phai déi dién voi ho ¢ thoi
diém hién tai, trong khi do nén nhan hoc Anh lai da phan tich mdt cach can than cai hién tai
cua nhitng nguoi ban dia thoi thyc dan va coi ho nhu 1a khong ¢6 lich sur, khong c6 qué khi
(Mintz et al. 1984: 15). V&i 16i tu duy nay, thi diém cudi ciing ma khong truyén théng nhan
hoc ndo can 1a mot 1y thuyét vé bién doi xa hoi tach biét voi cac phién ban d6 vé 'hién trang
cua nganh hoc'.

Mintz thira nhan vé nd lyc cta Firth (1975) trong viéc giai thich vé cac nguyén nhan sau xa,
ding sau cai duong nhu 13 it dugce chii y dén chii nghia Méc ctia nhan hoc Anh, d6 1a: (1) mot
sy mo rong cua sy quan tdm nhan hoc ddi voi nghién ctru thong qua cac nhan vat xa hdi hoc
quan trong; (2) mot su that bai cua 1y thuyét duong dai trong viéc 1y giai cac bién doi trong
tai liéu nhan hoc; va (3) mot van dé vé cac thé ché va cac gia tri da dugc thiét 1ap (nghia 1a
mot sy thé tuc chir khong phai mot nhan td nhan hoc) (Mintz et al. 1984: 17, trich theo Firth
1975: 42). Ong tiép tuc thém vao bén thanh t6 giai thich khac, d6 1a: (1) cong nhan vé khoang
cach gitra ‘nguyén thuy’ va ‘van minh’ c6 1€ khong 16n nhu nguoi ta ting nghi (va co 1€ chua
bao gio ton tai); (2) hién thuc hoa dé phéc hoa déc trung chu dé nhan hoc nhu 1a ‘moéng mudi’
theo bit ky nghia nao déu 1a khong dung chd; (3) ¥ thire duoc rang 500 ndm phat trién cua hé
thong tu ban thé gisi dai dién cho ‘mdt trai nghiém hoan toan khac vé mit dinh tinh ddi véi
con ngudi’; va (4) thira nhan vé kha niang cho rang cac ky thuat nhan hoc trong thyc té co thé
ap dung duoc & trong cac x4 hoi 16n, phirc tap (Mintz et al. 1984: 17-18).”” Diém nhén trong
danh muc nay vao cip d6 phu hop giita sy giai thich va thé gidi d6i dién véi nhan hoc va dé
1a mot nhan thire vé su thiéu s6t mang tinh 1y giai trong nhan hoc lam cho tiép cdn Mac-xit
phu hop. ‘Nhitng cudc tranh luan dugc goi la Marxist 1a mdt su tréch hudng (Mintz et al.
1984: 12).%
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Néu sy xudt hién ciia mot chuyén nganh nhan hoc Marxist 12 diéu khong thé dién ra, thi tan
du ctia no it ngac nhién hon, nhung tan du cua né khong diy du va tinh khong hoan thién nay
ngu ¥ mot su khac biét quan trong giita 1y thuyét nhu 1a mot cach giai thich va 1y thuyét nhu
12 mot ban séc. Vi du, trong khi ASM tan lui mot phén vi nhirng tai liéu ti€u cuc cu thé vé cac
lién hé va mbi quan hé cta n6 voi cAu tric luan va chu nghia Marx, c4c hiép hoi cAu trac® va
Marxist da dat dwoc mot mirc d6 dang kinh va chap nhan trong rat nhiéu khuynh hudng tai
liéu nglr nghia, hau ciu tric luan khac nhau dugc dai dién mot cach rat hay trong dién ngodn
nhan hoc duong dai. Ké ca giai cip — va chi nghia Mac mang dinh hudng kinh té bi coi la
mot su thoai lui, am chi vé cai bi loai bo nhu 1 nhimg cdu chuyén dan gian, nhiing tu sy vé
ly thuyét xa hoi (see Tyler 1987), thi chii nghia Marx vé ban sac/chinh tri van hoa con bén
vitng, %

Két luan

Cho dit ASM nhin chung bi coi 1a cdi 16i thoi, thi cic loai hinh co ban ma no tim cach 1y giai
da khong bién mat mot cach bi an dang sau su bay to cic quan diém chuyén gia vé 'toan ciu
hoa', cac phan tich ASM sém vé tinh lau bén va tinh da dang cua sy phat trién khong dong
déu di bj thay thé mot cach thuyét phuc boi nhimg cach 1y giai hay hon.>' Thay vao do, cai
ma ASM vach ra dé dat dugc c6 thé don gidi chi 1a qua khé va khong thé dat duoc: nhiing
phan tich duya trén dién da, mang tinh c4 thé vé nhitng cudc dung do toan cau trong sé nhiéu
cai hinh bong da dang cta chii nghia tw ban va tién tu ban.”> Chd thit bai cia né hau hét
khong phai 12 & cac tham vong 1y thuyét, ma 13 & quyén luc va sy pht hop ddi véi canh quan
van hoa duong dai c6 thé khong thach thirc cac hé thong quan 1y cua hién dai hoa ciing nhur
thuyét phuc boi sitc manh cta 1ap luan va sb liéu. Piéu nay khong phi dinh tham vong vé
mot 'nén nhan hoc co tinh phé binh cao' nhu 1a mdt nganh khoa hoc xa hdi, song né lai lam
cho ASM tan lui.

Mot anh huong khac ciia sy tan lyi ndy va mot bang chimg hién nhién & truong phai van hoa
trong nhan hoc tir nhitng ndm 1980 1a pham vi hi¢u qué cua nhan hoc ngay cang dugc xem la
nam trong khudn kho cua tinh nhan van hon 1a khuynh huéng khoa hoc xa hoi. C6 mot phép
loai suy tuong tu véi cac tinh hudng cua xa hoi hoc nhu dugc Burawoy mé ta, ngudi da ghi
chu rang trong trudng hop nganh hoc bt chap tiém ning cta cac 1ap luan ung hd va bac bod
su theo dudi cac chién lugc don nganh va da nganh, thi cudc d4u tranh van con bi dinh vi
‘trong cac nén tang cua cac x4 hoi tao ra chung. Vi thé mong doi chung dich chuyén 1a nudng
chiéu hinh anh tuéng tuong khong tuong' (2005: 518).

Mot danh gia hoan toan khac nhan manh dén vai trd clia quan diém trong rat nhiéu cac tong
quan hién nay vé hién trang 1y thuyét nhan hoc. O day, xu hudng huéng téi viée diéu chinh,
c6 18 1a toi muc nghiém trong, cac mdi lién két voi ngudn gde nhan thirc ludn cia né ma trong
d6 mot sb chia sé véi xa hdi hoc. Chéng han, trong mot tai liéu, Yanagisako viét rfing:

Trong nhan hoc vin héa x4 hoi, nhitng phat trién vé phuong phap luan vé 1y thuyét mang tinh
ddi méi trong mot phén tu thé ky qua — bao gf‘)m cac tiép can phan than, vi nit, hau cAu truc,
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hau thudc dia va xuyén qudc gia doi véi van hoa — khong phai dugce tao ra boi sy canh tranh
gitra nhan hoc van héa vdéi cac linh vuc khac cuia nganh hoc; chiung ciing khong phai 1a dugc
thac day boi sy canh tranh d6i voi cac tiép can tién hoa luan vé vin hoa. Thay vao dé, chung
duogc thiic ddy boi su chua thoa min ngay cang ting cta cac nha nhan hoc van héa xa hoi véi
nhiing hinh thtrc chi phdi cta 1y thuyét van hoa bao gdm nhitng cach tiép can chic ning luan
cAu truc, quyét dinh lun kinh té, tim 1y hoc, nhén thirc va trong nam kinh nir. Sy that vong
nay dua chung ta dén chd xem xét tri thirc ciia cdc nganh nhan vin va cac khoa hoc xa hoi
khac (2005: 95-6).

Nhiéu trong sb cai phu dugc danh gia mot cach tich cuc di duoc trich dan trong doan trén mo
ta mot phﬁn su trao doi tir bén trong ctia nhan hoc, cling 1a mot dac tinh khac cua cac khuynh
hudng khéac trong nganh, bao gém ASM, nhung no van con 1a mot cudc tranh ludn vé viée
liéu c6 dong thai phé binh nhan hoc van héa xa hdi dugc phung su tdt hon boi viée doc chua
ky ludng vé ‘ly thuyét van hoa’. ASM gid day it dugc chi y va that nuc cudi 14 chang c6 gi
nhiéu dé noéi vé su dét nat cua cac hiép hoi Marxist (va cdu tric luan) hon 13 véi tinh chung
thity ciia n6 ddi v6i mot nhan thire vé cac khoa hoc x4 hoi tiép tuc thira nhan nhimng diéu kién
ctia x3 hoi ma trong d6 nd duge tao ra, mot su trai khody va khong nhét thiét phai 1a mot sy
ly giai, khong gian ciia mot “tri thirc nganh hoc’.

Chu thich

T6i mubn cam mot sd phan bién kin vé nhitng nhan xét quy bau cua ho. Cac ban thao trudc
ctia bai viét ciing duoc Stephan Feuchtwang, Jonathan Friedman, Keith Hart, Joel Kahn,
Mike Rowlands va Mitch Sedgwick doc nhan xét. T6i muén cam on ho.

' Ortner's (1984) celebrated article expresses a notion of 'theory' that captures an

agency + structure model that is — broadly — uncontroversial in socio-cultural anthropology.
Attempts to disaggregate the terms are generally resisted, as in Ingold (2000), for example,
and Segal & Yanigasako (2005).

2 Wolf observes that it is now difficult to teach anthropology of the former sort in as much
as: 'It used to be that we taught our students about the people out there. Now the very same
people sit in my classroom [and] explain the virtues of various medicines and the physical
power of witchcraft' (Friedman 1987: 117).

3 The 'rationality debate' provides instructive examples (see Wilson 1970).
* The genre of 'reflexive anthropology' has emerged to accommodate this self-consciousness.

> The 'ethnographic present', for example, often has mystifying effects when extended into
the 'actual present'.

% ASM is broadly defined. Here it includes both a UK tendency directly shaped by French
influences (and with very Althusserian overtones) and a US tendency with different Marxist
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sources and much less structuralist affiliation. Although Marxism has different histories in
the two national traditions (see Mintz et al. 1984), ASM is represented in the simultaneous
critique of both fields as exemplified in Asad (1974) and Hymes (1969).

" Ironically, it is precisely Marx and Engel's acknowledgment of holism/interdependence of
institutions — prior to the emergence of modern anthropology — that provides such a
fundamental link between Marxism and anthropology (see discussion in Bloch 1985: 94).

8 Sperber (1985: 60-3) makes a similar point in his critique of relativism.
? See Bloch (1985) and Wessman (1981), as well as Vincent's (1985) review of same.

1" See Firth (1975) for a UK 'institutional' view. The papers in Hymes (1969) and Asad
(1974) provide a thorough overview.

' See Scholte (1987) for a critical overview.
12 Sometimes 'non-market' is a synonym.

" Hence, for example, substantivist approaches continue to provide much insight into hidden
forms of domestic labour — even in late capitalist settings — whereas formalism does not.

' The emphasis is on the new modernizationist programme, exemplified by the wide
influence of neoliberalism. Another one had been going on for 500 years, globalization
theory notwithstanding.

1> A 'task’ still referred back to the ambitions and influences of the founding figures Boas and
Malinowski, hardly figures immune to criticism — often damning — but also figures whose
successors never managed to supplant them, however frequent the father-killing exercises.

' Even if early on it was recognized that the boundedness of such systems was frequently
itself an artefact of investigation.

" This — the 'testing' of historical materialism on new empirical material — is made
abundantly clear in Terray's (1972) early discussions, but he also displays what was to
become a typical, and destructive, preoccupation with 'correct reading' of canonical texts.
Outside the fog of 'correct reading', claims that Marxist analysis applies only to capitalism
imply (1) that a capitalist/non-capitalist interface is beyond analysis and/or (2) that such an
analysis cannot be retrospective, such that, by analogy, the appearance of a new species (or
previously thought extinct species) would not be appropriate material for biological analysis.

" Wallerstein (1974) proposes a different resolution, namely that what the analysis of

articulation hints at is the unsuitability of the units of analysis (‘societies'), the better unit of
analysis being the global capitalist system.
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" In crucial respects the key question raised by ASM with regard to pre-capitalism within
capitalism may be seen as a slightly more emphatic statement of the comparativist goal of
structure-functionalist explanation, but going further in seeking to expose a logic of a kind of
social reproduction that is apparent in the ethnographic and historical record, namely the co-
existence of pre-capitalist and capitalist types of societies.

* What O'Laughlin seems to object to is not the explanation so much as the lack of
theoretical consistency: how, she asks, can Meillassoux be correct in his analysis if he
inadvertently displays an 'underlying pattern of evolutionist thought in his work'? (1977: 22)
The evolutionist shortcoming is compounded by his alleged functionalism and empiricism,
demonized on the same page.

*l Although geographically diverse, ASM as represented in an area-based framework is
probably most strongly represented in a French colonial African literature focused around the
'lineage of mode of production'.

*2 See Taylor (1975; 1976) for detailed critique, and reply by Hindess and Hirst (1977). Also
see Rod Aya's review (1976).

2 1t is this work of Meillassoux that forms the subject of the second half of Terray (1972).

*In the US tradition represented by Wolf and Mintz, the issue of articulation is treated
differently and is not the novelty it is in a European context, perhaps — as Mintz (Mintz ef al.
1984) implies — because of the different character of the US 'colonials' (internal: Indians).

%> The same holds for such US collections as Littlefield & Gates (1991).

**Both Lévi-Strauss and Godelier drew on Saussurean and computational notions of
'system'.

%" In this, Mintz turns the table on Terray (and certain critics of Marxist anthropology), by
asking not if historical materialism worked on the primitive, but whether anthropology
worked on the non-primitive.

8 A distraction which, in Friedman (1987: 133), led to 'self-destruction'.

% Maurice Henry's classic cartoon of founding-figure structuralists depicts a fleeting unity.
Wearing grass skirts, Foucault, Lacan, Lévi-Strauss, and Barthes converse beneath a palm
tree (La Quinzaine Letteraire, 1 July 1967).

3% This has given rise to the odd designation post-Marxism, indicating a rejection whose
authority is derived in great part precisely from its association with Marxism.
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3! For comparative purposes see 'The persistence of underdevelopment: institutions, human
capital, or constituencies?' (Rajan & Zingales 2006, published by the National Bureau of
Economic Research), in which the underlying cause of underdevelopment is attributed to the
"initial distribution of factor endowments', even though conceding that this distribution may
well be 'a legacy of the colonial past'.

32 Among the other liabilities: preponderance of qualitative rather than quantitative methods;
long training times; extended time in the field; small size and poor funding in relation to other
social sciences; advocacy of interests of others; etc.
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Quelques réflexions sur le marxisme structurel en anthropologie

Résumé

Le principal sujet de cette discussion est la bréve carriere du marxisme structuraliste en
anthropologie et la possibilité qu'il soit, malgré tout, encore pertinent. Ce probléme se situe
dans une autre problématique plus générale : sur quelle base les théories explicatives sont-
elles adoptées et rejetées en anthropologie ? La discussion du marxisme structuraliste s'inscrit

dans les débats récents sur l'opportunité des associations traditionnelles de l'anthropologie

socioculturelle avec d'autres sous-domaines de l'anthropologie. L'auteur avance que

l'isolement des sous-domaines est une régression au niveau de la théorie.
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