2007 University Commencement Remarks
from Dr. Shirin Ebadi
(Note: The speech was delivered by Dr. Ebadi in Farsi
and translated.)
Interpreter for Dr. Shirin Ebadi:
Mr. President, distinguished faculty, dear graduates,
ladies and gentlemen, it is an honor to receive the
University in Exile Award today, and to be recognized
by this distinguished academic forum. It is an
honor to be speaking here at a university that
has successfully managed to combine theory with
practice, a university that pays attention, in addition
to the sciences, to human values and needs and to
human dignity.
I want to congratulate all the graduates today and
wish you every success in the future, as you have
been successful today by going to this university.
There are ancient cultural ties between my country,
Iran, and the United States. Many Iranian students
have studied here and in many other universities
across the United States. So I’d like to thank you
for embracing them and to your community for so
generously sharing your knowledge with them.
Some of the best university professors who teach
here in the United States are also Iranian. These
Iranian students and professors are Iran’s cultural
ambassadors to your country. I accept this award
with great honor and like to present it to all Iranians
who were forced into exile as a result of problems in
their home country, Iran.
I hope that the political problems between the two
countries will not harm the cultural exchanges that
have always been present. It is only in peace and
tranquility that the tree of knowledge bears fruit, that
artistic creations flourish, and that civilizations move
forward.
Peace is a fundamental right, without which other
rights, including the freedom of speech, the right
to education and to fair trials, lose their meaning.
But not every peace is viable peace, and not every
silence is peace.
A viable peace is based on two pillars: social justice
and democracy. How can we expect to live in a
peaceful world, free of tension, while more than 80
percent of the world resources lie in the hands of
perhaps just one percent of its population?
Today, 1.2 billion people on this planet or in other
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words, one sixth of the world’s population, live in
poverty. Every year, 1.4 million children lose their
lives as a result of the lack of access to clean water
and other sanitary requirements.
The gap between the poor and the rich increases
on a daily basis. Globalization has not been able to
close this gap. Rather, it has only increased it. We
cannot hope for viable peace in this kind of world—
not while non democratic states silence their people
for any reason for any criticism.
On the other hand, regretfully, democracy has as of
late become an excuse for the killing of innocent
people.
Democracy is a historical process that needs to
mature, and it cannot be exported to countries
through military tanks.
We must uphold peace, but before that, we must
respect democracy and social justice together. And
we must remember that peace has two layers: an
outer and an inner layer, just as we live on this planet
but are unaware of the secrets that lie beneath. It
is through the inner world that man and woman is
able to comprehend the outer world: hear a beautiful
song, understand and appreciate music, and observe
the colors in nature. Without the ability to hear, we
could not have made music. Without the ability to
observe, we would not have been able to appreciate
painting.
With this introduction, I’d like to raise a question:
how can we arrive at a viable peace for our society
without attaining inner peace? It is inner peace that
leads to outer peace. Inner peace arrives by having a
goal in our lives. Aimless individuals are wanderers
that cannot find peace in any part of this world.
It is the pursuit of science, knowledge and education
that can help us understand what our goals in life
are, for they alone are not the tools to our final goal.
The happiest of people are those who seek their own
joy in the happiness and prosperity of others, and
share their science and knowledge to alleviate the
pains of others.
For this reason, universities and academic
institutions in the developed world must generously
share their knowledge and information with members
from the developing world. The worst damage on
science is not to share it, and regretfully, it has

become a recent phenomenon as well.
For some time now in some academic institutions
in the United States and Europe, students from the
developing world are refused permission to enter
universities and fields in specific areas. If we believe
that the world is a global village, we must all share in
the knowledge and the bounties it presents.
We cannot have any claim to globalization while part
of the world rests in misinformation and does not
have access to science and education.
In conclusion, it is essential to separate the wrongful
actions and deeds of individuals from the religions
and civilizations to which they belong.
Therefore, the wrongful actions of a few individuals
that led to the tragic events of September 11 should
not be used against young people from Muslim
countries for preventing them to access knowledge
and higher education.
Let us make fruitful the tree of knowledge, like earth.
Let us be generous, like the heavens. Spread the
seeds of friendship, like the wind. Rage like burning
fire against ignorance and prejudice. Let us be loving,
compassionate
Thank you.
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