Political Economy of the City
Spring 2012
Tuesdays, 6:00 – 7:50 pm
Professor Lisa Servon
Room 707, 72 Fifth Avenue
servonL@newschool.edu
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 4 – 5:30 pm and by appointment
Description
The urban environment is fascinating, complex and important. If you did
not agree, you probably would not have come to Milano. In this course
we will explore together the forces that have worked jointly, over the
past 150 years or so, to make cities what they are today. Why have
some continued to grow while others have declined? What are the
common issues among them? We focus specifically on the intersection
of and tensions between politics and economics. Trained as an urban
planner as I am, I also believe strongly in the physical and spatial aspect
of the city, and in how the way in which the city is developed—from the
ground up—affects its personality, its safety, and its prospects for the
future.
This course takes US cities as a starting point while recognizing that we
are all operating in an international context and that many of the
critical issues facing cities today are global in nature—climate change,
overcrowding, etc.
We will also look at the situation of the city within the federal context. To
what extent can cities shape their own futures? What powers do they
have, and in what ways do state and federal governments restrict
them?
Cities are geographical places, locatable on a map. However they are
also shaped extensively by the people who live in them. To what extent
have changing demographics changed the issues facing cities? Should
urban policy focus on people or places?
Projects focus on New York City, and we will use the city in which you
study as a laboratory for this class. My goal is to use the city as our
classroom as much as possible, both by getting outside and walking
around, and by bringing experts in to talk about their work and
perspectives with us. I encourage you to think about the readings as
you take your customary journeys through the city, and to explore new
neighborhoods during the semester.

Textbooks
Required textbooks have been ordered from Barnes and Noble and
should be available at the 18th Street and 5th Avenue store.
Alternatively, it may be quicker and less expensive to order them from
Amazon or Half.com. Please be sure to purchase the edition noted
below, as there are significant differences in editions. Electronic versions
of both the Glaeser and LeGates/Stout book are available through
amazon.com as well.
Required:
Douglas Rae. City: Urbanism and its End. (2003)
Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, editors. The City Reader. Fifth
Edition. 2011. Be sure to get the Fifth Edition
In addition, you are required to regularly read one local newspaper and
to bring stories and news items to class that relate to the course topic.
Recommended:
Barzun, Jacques and Henry F. Graff. The Modern Researcher. Sixth
Edition. Wadsworth Publishing.
Readings that are not in either of the required texts are downloaded, or
will be posted on Blackboard or handed out in class.
Assignments
1) Professional Memos. Each is worth 25% of your final grade
This course requires two short professional memos of 5 pages in length on
the topics assigned below. They are the sort of memos you might be
asked to do as policy professionals in the workplace.
The word ―professional‖ is important: I want you to imagine first of all that
your boss has just walked into your cubicle and said to you, in effect,
―We need to know about X. Have a 5 page memo on my desk by the
end of next week.‖ I want you to approach this assignment, then, not as
if you were doing a school exercise, but rather as a project that might
make a difference because real matters are at stake. I want you to
pretend that you are writing not for a professor but for that agency or
organization boss, who will be making a judgment about your job
performance.

This is important: A professional memo must contain clear, concise,
informative writing that is backed up by good research. It must get right
to the point. Think of your 5 pages as valuable real estate and consider
carefully how you will balance graphics (tables and figures) with text. Be
sure to drive home the most important points you want to make with
relevant statistics, tables and figures. Make sure all tables and figures
are legible and that they include a title and a source. Make sure they
all have a consistent format.
You will probably want to clear your topics with me, preferably in person
during my office hours.
A) A labor sector analysis. This memo is due on March 2 at 5 pm (via
email to me).
This memo is part of a larger report your agency is producing on the
economic future of New York City called New York Works: 2025.
Your assignment is to profile the contribution of some particular labor
sector to the New York City economy. Luckily, your boss has given you a
free choice of which sector you will analyze, since you are the first
person on the team. So you can pick any sector you want: for example,
tourism, finance, the taxi industry, construction, the media, light
manufacturing, day labor, restaurants, show business, and so on. Please
note that your choice of sector may in part be determined by the
availability of data. If your sector is very small and very specialized (e.g.,
bartenders in Aussie bars, truck vendors of high end cupcakes, church
steeple repairpersons), you will be unable to write a very good report,
unless you have access to some unique dataset or ethnographic study.
In describing this sector you‘ll need to answer the following questions:
How big is it? Who are the workers? What is the distribution of
occupational categories within it? What is the earnings profile? Is it a
growth industry or in decline? What boroughs are affected? What does
it do for the city more broadly (think of the role of NYC as the media
capital of the nation and beyond.....)
One more tip: this is an exercise in finding data. You will need to hunt
carefully and thoroughly for reliable and pertinent information, using all
sorts of sources (e.g., the US Census, the state Dept. of Labor, labor
unions, trade associations, academic reports, various city government
offices, and so on).
B) A political profile of some particular New York ethnic, religious, social
or racial group. This memo is due on April 20 at 5 pm (via email to me).

You are now working for a person who plans to run for mayor of New
York City. This person needs to know about the political behavior,
involvement, interests, and inclinations of the city‘s various ethnic,
religious, social, and racial groups.
Again, you may pick any group (Haitians, Dominicans, Chinese,
Orthodox Jews, Irish, the gay community). Here are some of the critical
questions you will have to address in 5 pages: How big is the group?
Where is it located in the city? How politically active is it (―active‖ is open
to various meanings)? How politically unified is the group? What are its
dominant political concerns?
MEMOS MUST BE TYPED. THEY CAN BE SINGLE SPACED. MEMOS MUST NOT
EXCEED 5 PAGES IN LENGTH—I WILL NOT READ BEYOND 5 PAGES.
YOUR MEMOS MUST BE TURNED IN TO ME BY E-MAIL. THEY MUST BE
RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 6:00 PM ON THE DUE DATES.
THE PENALTY FOR LATE PAPERS is that the grade will be reduced one half
step for each day late (e.g., A becomes A-). Anything sent after 6:00PM
is considered late. SO JUST TO BE CLEAR, 6:01 IS A LATE PAPER.
2) A final take-home exam, distributed by e-mail on May 9 and due by
e-mail no later than 4:00 PM on May 13. This will be 8 pages in length.
(25%)
Participation and Effort. Class participation accounts for 25% of your final
grade. For many students, the level and kind of participation makes the
difference between a higher and lower final grade at the end of the
semester. This course requires intensive reading, active engagement
with speakers and at special events, and informed discussion of the
issues. Class sessions will consist primarily of an intellectual discussion of
the assigned readings, viewings, and field trips. In order for that to
happen, all students must come to class having completed the assigned
readings (and having watched the videos, listened to the podcasts,
etc.), having thought about them, and ready to discuss the ideas
presented in the readings.
In order to earn a high grade for participation, students should:
Attend every class
Arrive at class on time and stay for the entire class

Read all the assigned readings (watch the videos, etc.) and
come to class with questions about and thoughts on the
readings and other materials
Explore the city! Walk and visit relevant parts ot the city to
understand its history, and bring your insights into class and
into your work
Consistently take an active part in class discussions
Grade Distribution
Participation and Effort
Memos
Final exam

25%
25% each
25%

Note on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity
You are responsible for learning and understanding the rules on
plagiarism and academic integrity. Breaking these rules is a serious
offense that comes with serious repercussions. Here is a link to the New
School for Social Research policy, which we follow at Milano:
http://www.newschool.edu/nssr/subpage.aspx?id=9256
If you are unclear about when and how to cite a source correctly, I
recommend a book called The Modern Researcher, listed on the
reading list.
Professionalism Policies
This is a professional school. As such, you are expected to conduct
yourselves in a professional manner. Please respect the following
policies:
Mobile phones: You must turn off all mobile phones and beepers before
coming to class. If you are experiencing an emergency and need to be
reachable, please let me know before class.
Laptop policy: With some reservation, I will allow you to bring a laptop
to class to take notes. Note, however, that recent studies suggest that
students who bring laptops to class perform worse (on average) than
their non-laptop using peers, and are much less likely to pay attention in
class. Laptops can also be a distraction for other students (and for me!).
Please refrain from instant messaging, e-mailing, surfing the Internet, etc.
during class time. Inappropriate uses will be noted and will affect your
participation grade.
Attendance and lateness: If you are going to miss a class, or are going
to be late or need to leave early, please let me know ahead of time. We
only meet for one hour and fifty minutes each week, and class will begin
and end promptly. Students who come in late and leave early disrupt
the class and miss important information.

PART ONE: OVERVIEW
WEEK 1: 24 January
Introduction and Course Overview
Rae, Chapter 1

WEEK 2: 31 January
Centering Forces
Rae, Part One, Chapters 2 - 6

Week 3: 7 February
Decentering Forces
Rae, Part Two, Chapters 7 – 12
View: The Impact of Interstate Highways on Center City
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2oO1EviaRE&feature=results_video
&playnext=1&list=PL47D87CC0115340C7
1954 Insterstate Highways: Futurama Now Part 2
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hkcH35Jujss
and Part 3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p90SHi64im8&feature=related
PART TWO: DIGGING DEEPER INTO URBAN DYNAMICS
WEEK 4: 14 February
Civic Density and Social Capital
Jacobs, Jane. ―The uses of sidewalks: Safety.‖ In The City Reader.
Boddy, Trevor. ―Underground and Overhead: Building the Analogous
City.‖ From Variations on a Theme Park, edited by Michael Sorkin. 1992.
Ballon, Hilary. ―Robert Moses and urban renewal.‖ From Robert Moses
and the Modern City: The transformation of New York, edited by Hilary
Ballon and Kenneth T. Jackson. New York: W.W. Norton and Company,
2007.

Putnam, Robert D. ―Bowling Alone: America‘s Declining Social Capital.‖
In The City Reader.
View: Robert Moses/Jane Jacobs video.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rvWB8R8yqAA
Jane Jacobs video. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z99FHvVt1G4
WEEK 5: 21 February
Race, Gender, and Social Exclusion
Wilson, William Julius. "From Institutional to Jobless Ghettos." The City
Reader.
Davis, Mike. ―Fortress L.A.‖ In The City Reader.
Hayden, Dolores. ―What would a non-sexist city be like?: Speculations
on housing, urban design, and human work.‖ In Gender and Planning:
A Reader, edited by Susan Fainstein and Lisa J. Servon.
McDowell, Linda. Chapter 4, ―Community, city, and locality.‖ In
Gender, identity and place: Understanding feminist geographies.
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1999.
Markusen, Ann R. ―City spatial structure, women‘s household work, and
national urban policy.‖ In Gender and Planning: A Reader, edited by
Susan Fainstein and Lisa J. Servon

WEEK 6: 28 February.
Mayors, Money, and the Limits of Local Power
Fuchs, Ester R. Chapter 1, ―Toward a political theory of the urban fiscal
crisis,‖ and Chapter 6, ―Intergovernmental relations, legal arrangements,
and the urban fiscal policy process.‖ In Mayors and Money: Fiscal policy
in New York and Chicago. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1992.
Brash, Julian. Introduction and Chapter 3, ―Running Government like a
Business‖, in Bloomberg’s New York: Class and governance in the luxury
city. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2011.
Paget, Karen. ―Can cities escape political isolation.‖ The American
Prospect. December 19, 2011.
Scobey, David. Chapter 6, ―The politics of city building.‖ In Empire city:
The making and meaning of the New York City landscape.‖
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2002.
SKIM: Richardson, Jesse J. et al. 2003. ―Is home rule the answer?
Clarifying the influence of Dillon‘s rule on growth management.‖ The
Brookings Institutions.
http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2003/01metropolitanpolicy_richardso
n.aspx
FIRST MEMO DUE 2 MARCH AT 5 PM
WEEK 7: 6 March
Shrinking Cities: Detroit and New Orleans
Guest Speaker: Leigh Graham
Eisinger, Peter. 2003. ―Reimagining Detroit.‖ City and Community 2 (2):
85-99.
Additional readings to be assigned prior to class.
View: Lemonade: Detroit. http://vimeo.com/28279409
Optional Viewing:
When the Levees Broke, and If God is Willing and Da Creek Don’t Rise
(documentaries about New Orleans by Spike Lee). Available on netflix
and other places

WEEK 8: 20 March
Gentrification
Guest speaker: NSPE Executive Dean David Scobey
Lees, Loretta, Tom Slater, and Elvin Wyly. 2007. Gentrification. New York:
Routledge. Chapters 2 and 3.
Smith, Neil. ―New city, new frontier: The Lower East Side as Wild, Wild
West.‖ From Variations on a Theme Park, edited by Michael Sorkin.
Porter, Michael. ―The competitive advantage of the inner city.‖ In The
City Reader.
WALK: Choose a neighbourhood that is going through the process of
gentrification or has recently gone through it—the Lower East Side,
Williamsburg, Gowanus, the Meatpacking district. Spend a couple of
hours walking the neighbourhood and noting what seems new, and
what is evidence of the old neighbourhood. Who lives here? Who works
here?

WEEK 9: 27 March
Urban Design and Public Space
Guest Speaker: Steve Davies, Project for Public Spaces
Mumford, Lewis. ―What is a City?‖ In The City Reader.
Lynch, Kevin. ―The City image and its elements.‖ In The City Reader.
Whyte, William. ―The Design of Spaces.‖ In The City Reader.
VISIT: A public space somewhere in the City—the High Line, a park, one
of the sittable areas near Times Square or the Flatiron building,
Rockefeller Center. How welcome do you feel? How safe? Who else is
using the space? How well does it satisfy Whyte‘s criteria for a good
public space?
WEEK 10: 3 April
Space, Security, Sports, Tourism, Megaprojects
Guest Speaker: Adam Freed, PlanNYC
Boyer, M. Christine. ―Cities for sale: Merchandising history at South Street
Seaport.‖ From Variations on a Theme Park, edited by Michael Sorkin.

Eeckhout, Bart. 2001. ―The ‗Disneyfication of Times Square: Back to the
Future?‖ in Kevin Fox Gotham, ed. Critical perspectives on urban
redevelopment. New York: JAI. 379-428.
Eisinger, Peter. 2000. ―The politics of bread and circuses: Building the
city for the visitor class.‖ Urban Affairs Review 35 (3): 316-333.
Brash, Julian. Chapter 6, ―Far West Side Stories‖, in Bloomberg’s New
York: Class and governance in the luxury city. Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 2011.
Optional WALK: Take the free Midtown Manhattan walking tour, given
every Tuesday and Thursday at 10 am, and Sundays at 2 pm.
http://www.freetoursbyfoot.com/nyc/midtown.asp. YOU MUST RESERVE
IN ADVANCE.
WEEK 11: 10 April
Sustainable Cities?
Guest Speaker: John Clinton
―Towards sustainable development.‖ In The City Reader.
Wheeler, Stephen. ―Urban planning and global climate change.‖ In
The City Reader.
Selections from Cities and Climate Change, edited by Cynthia
Rosenzweig, William D. Solecki, Stephen A. Hammer, and Shagun
Mehrotra.
Additional reading on sustainability indicators to be assigned prior to
class.
View:
http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=41460
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ-cZRmHfs4 (Majora Carter‘s TED
talk).

WEEK 12: 17 April.
Sprawl, Suburbs and Regions
Orfield, Myron. ―Metropolitics.‖ In The City Reader.

Robert Fishman. ―Beyond suburbia: The rise of the techno-burb.‖ In The
City Reader.
Bruegmann, Robert. ―The causes of sprawl.‖ In The City Reader.
Second memo due April 20.

WEEK 13: 24 April
Reviving Commercial Corridors: BIDs, Big Boxes,and Clone Towns
Guest Speaker: Rachel Meltzer
Morcol, Goktug and Ulf Zimmerman. ―Metropolitan governance and
business improvement districts.‖ In Morcol, Hoyt, Meek, and Zimmerman,
ed. Business Improvement Districts: Research, Theories, and
Controversies. Boca Raton: Taylor and Francis Group.
Meltzer, Rachel. 2010. ―Finding a unified research agenda for the many
faces of Business Improvement Districts.‖ Review of Morcol, Hoyt, Meek,
and Zimmerman, ed. Business Improvement Districts: Research, Theories,
and Controversies. Boca Raton: Taylor and Francis Group.
Mitchell, Stacy. Introduction and Chapter 1 from Big Box Swindle: The
true cost of mega-retailers and the fight for America’s independent
businesses. Boston: Beacon Press, 2006.
*New Economics Foundation. Clone Town Britain: The loss of local
identity on the nations high streets. Download at:
http://www.neweconomics.org/publications/clone-town-britain-0
View: http://www.newrules.org/retail/rules/store-size-caps
http://maps.bigboxtoolkit.com/
WEEK 14: 1 May
Globalization, Technology, and the Creative Class
Castells, Manuel. ―Space of flows, Space of places: Materials for a
theory of urbanism in the information age.‖ In The City Reader.
Sassen, Saskia. ―The impact of new technologies and globalization on
cities.‖ In The City Reader.
Florida, Richard. ―The creative class.‖ In The City Reader.

Peck, Jamie. 2005. ―Struggling with the creative class.‖ International
Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 29 (4):740-770.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2005.00620.x/pdf
Beveridge, Andrew. ―New York City‘s Creative Class.‖ Gotham
Gazzette, October 2004.
http://www.gothamgazette.com/article/demographics/20041014/5/114
7
Mandell, Jonathan. ―Is New York the Cultural Capital of the World?‖
Gotham Gazzette.
http://redesign.gothamgazette.com/article/arts/20051020/1/1624.
October 2005
WEEK 15: 8 May
Economic Crisis, Foreclosures, and Cities‘ Responses
Guest Speaker: Mark Willis, NYU Furman Center
Immergluck, Dan. 2008. ―community response to the foreclosure crisis.‖
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta: Community Affairs Discussion Paper.
No. 01-08 October 10.
http://www.frbatlanta.org/filelegacy.docs/dp_0108.pdf
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 2010. Report to
Congress on the Root Causes of the Foreclosure Crisis.
http://www.huduser.org/portal/publications/hsgfin/foreclosure_09.html
Dunn, Catherine. 2011. ―Foreclosure crisis fades to black and brown.‖
City Limits. http://www.citylimits.org/news/articles/4363/foreclosurecrisis-fades-to-black-and-brown
Listen:
This American Life podcast. The Giant Pool of Money. NPR. Originally
aired May 9, 2008. http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radioarchives/episolde/355/the-giant-pool-of-money

