Immigration Rights
Protests and Immigration
An important role of International Student Services (ISS) at The New
School is to offer advisement on the maintenance of US legal status,
employment, reinstatement, change of status, program changes and
other immigration related matters. The information presented in this
flyer is for students’ general knowledge and should be used only in case
of an emergency.

What happens if I participate in rallies, demonstrations or other
protests as an international student?
Please be aware that while there are certain legal rights for everyone in the US, serious complications
could occur due to your immigration status (F-1, J-1, H-1,)
 Can I attend a protest event?
Yes, but be aware that if you engage in illegal activity as determined by a law enforcement
officer present or reviewing video footage after the event and you are arrested and convicted,
this may have severe implications for your immigration status and may result in your being
denied your ability to remain in the US or to reenter the US in the future.
 Should I carry my I-20 and passport with me?
International students should always carry their New School ID, U.S. Drivers License, or State ID,
if applicable, and – highly recommended – a copy of their passport and I-20. When traveling,
students should carry the original I-20 with a valid travel signature and their passport with them.
 Can I call my consulate if I am arrested?
You have the right to call your consulate or have the police do it for you. The consulate may
speak with you if they wish. If you are arrested, do not sign any papers waiving your rights. You
should ask to speak with a lawyer. As a precaution, you may want to put together a list of useful
numbers such as your consulate, a lawyer etc before attending any rallies. ISS and Student
Support and Crisis Management both have emergency contact cards available.
 Be aware that the immigration regulations require that any criminal convictions are reported to
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS); and under the provisions of the Patriot Act, ISS is
obliged to disclose certain information to DHS if requested.
 If you find yourself in a situation similar to one described above, please contact the ISS office at
(212) 229-5592 or Student Support and Crisis Management at (212) 229-5900 during normal
business hours or, if after hours and you are in an emergency, contact The New School Security
at (212) 229-5165.


Adapted from
ACLU Know Your Rights
http://awesome.nlg.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/kyr_English2004.pdf
& What international students should know regarding anti-war protests and immigration
concerns?
http://www2.binghamton.edu/ombudsman/links/immigration.html

