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SANJAY RUPARELIA 
Politics Department 

New School for Social Research 
6 East 16 Street 

New York, NY 10003 
T: (212) 229-5747 x3083 

F: 212-229-5473 
E: ruparels@newschool.edu 

 

 
EDUCATION 

University of Cambridge 
Ph.D., Faculty of Social and Political Sciences (2006) 
Dissertation: Coalition politics in India: a study of the United Front, 1996-98 
 
M.Phil (Distinction), Sociology and Politics of Development (1996) 
Areas of focus: Political/Social Theory, Comparative Politics and Political Economy 
Dissertation: The unsustainable democratic imperatives of development: reflections on the Indian experience 
1947-84 
 
Yale University 
Fox International Visiting Fellow, Center for International and Area Studies (1996-97) 
Areas of focus: Comparative Politics, Political Economy, Philosophy of Social Science 
 
McGill University 
B.A. (First Class Honours), Political Science (1994) 
Areas of focus: Political/Social Theory, Comparative Politics and Political Economy 
 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 
Assistant Professor of Politics, New School for Social Research (July 2005-) 

 The Modern Nation-State and its Challenges (undergraduate lecture) 

 Democracy (undergraduate lecture) 

 The Transformation of Modern India (undergraduate lecture) 

 The Political Economy of Development (undergraduate lecture) 

 Making Political Judgments (undergraduate lecture) 

 Great Transformations: Understanding the Rise of India and China (undergraduate lecture) 

 Conceptions of Democracy: history, theory, comparison (graduate seminar) 

 The Political Economy of Development (graduate seminar) 

 South Asian Politics (graduate seminar) 

 Political Judgment (graduate seminar) 

 Comparative Politics Field Seminar (graduate seminar) 
 
Visiting Fellow, Kellogg Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame 
(January – May 2009) 

mailto:ruparels@newschool.edu
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Visiting Fellow, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi (July-
August 2008) 
 
Lecturer, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University (part-time: 
January 2003 – December 2004; full-time: January – June 2005) 

 Policy Analysis of Development (graduate lecture) 

 State and Society in the Developing World (graduate lecture) 

 Rethinking Indian Politics: Liberalization, Hindu Nationalism and the Transformations of 
Democracy (graduate seminar) 

 
Supervisor, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, University of Cambridge (October 
1997 – June 2000) 
Supervised undergraduates and evaluated their work in History and Theory in the Social Sciences, a 
required undergraduate course that examined in context the theories of Smith, Constant, 
Tocqueville, Marx, Nietzsche, Durkheim, Weber and Gramsci. 
 

 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 

 
Publications: 
Books 

 Divided We Govern: The Paradoxes of Power in Contemporary Indian Democracy (London and 
New York: Hurst & Co. and Columbia University Press, forthcoming in 2012) 

 

 Understanding India’s New Political Economy: A Great Transformation? (London and New 
York: Routledge, 2011): edited with Sanjay Reddy, John Harriss and Stuart Corbridge; 
contributors include Partha Chatterjee, Nandini Gooptu, Rob Jenkins, Arjun Jayadev, 
Sripad Motiram, Vamsi Vakulabharanam, Niraja Gopal Jayal, Patrick Heller, Radhika 
Desai, James Manor and Achin Vanaik. 

 
Scholarly Articles 

 “Growth, reforms and inequality: comparing India and China,” (co-authored with 
Lopamudra Banerjee, Ashwini Deshpande, Yan Ming, Vamsicharan Vakulabharanam 
and Wei Zhong) in Amiya K. Bagchi and Anthony P. D‟Costa (eds), Transformation and 
Development: the political economy of transition in India and China (Delhi: Oxford University 
Press: forthcoming)  

 

 “Introduction: India‟s transforming political economy,” (with Sanjay Reddy, John 
Harriss and Stuart Corbridge), in Understanding India’s New Political Economy: A Great 
Transformation? edited by Sanjay Ruparelia, Sanjay Reddy, John Harriss and Stuart 
Corbridge (London and New York: Routledge, 2011), pp. 1-16. 

 

 “Expanding Indian democracy: the paradoxes of the third force,” in Sanjay Ruparelia, 
Sanjay Reddy, John Harriss and Stuart Corbridge (eds.), Understanding India’s New 
Political Economy: A Great Transformation? (London and New York: Routledge, 2011), pp. 
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186-203. 
 

 “How the politics of recognition enabled India‟s democratic exceptionalism,” 
International Journal for Politics, Culture and Society – Special Issue on the Work of Charles 
Taylor, 21, 4 (December 2008): 39-56. 

 

 “Rethinking institutional theories of political moderation: the case of Hindu 
nationalism in India, 1996-2004,” Comparative Politics, 38, 3 (April 2006): 317-337. 

 

 “Managing the United Progressive Alliance: the challenges ahead,” Economic & Political 
Weekly, 40, 24 (11 June 2005): 2407-2413. 

 

 “The temptations of presidentialism,” in Subho Basu and Crispin Bates (eds.), 
Rethinking Indian Political Institutions (London: Anthem Press, 2005). 

 

 “Turning names into things: an examination of notions of culture in contemporary 
political discourse,” McGill Journal of Political Studies, 14 (Spring 1995): 45-79. 

 
Policy Research Reports 

 “Governance and development in Afghanistan,” (co-authored) in Ruth Rennie (ed.), 
State Building, Security and Social Change in Afghanistan: reflections on a survey on the Afghan 
people (Kabul: The Asia Foundation, 2008), pp. 113-140. 

 

 “Local perceptions of the state of Afghanistan,” in George Varughese (ed.), State 
Building, Political Progress, and Human Security in Afghanistan: reflections on a survey on the 
Afghan people (Kabul: The Asia Foundation, 2007), pp. 29-47. 

 

 “The Asian developmental state and poverty reduction: going beyond history,” a paper 
for the Macroeconomics of Poverty Reduction project, Regional Bureau for Asia-Pacific, 
United Nations Development Programme, New York, 2006. 

 

 “Capacity, policy and accountability for sustainable human development: a conceptual 
framework,” background paper for the Development Effectiveness Report 2003, Evaluation 
Office, United Nations Development Programme, New York, 2003. 

 
Book Reviews 

 Review of Csaba Nikolenyi, Minority Governments in India: the puzzle of elusive 
majorities, Pacific Affairs 84, 3 (September 2011): 594-596. 

 

 Review of Jeffrey D. Sachs, The End of Poverty: economic possibilities for our time, 
Ethics & International Affairs, 20, 3 (September 2006): 396-400. 

 

 Review of Partha Chatterjee (ed.), Wages of Freedom: fifty years of the Indian nation-
state (Oxford University Press, 1998), Interventions, 2, 2 (2000): 285-287. 
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Work in progress: 
 

 “Wealth inequality: India and China” (co-authored with Lopamudra Banerjee, Ashwini 
Deshpande, Yan Ming, Vamsicharan Vakulabharanam and Wei Zhong), Development & 
Change (under review) 

 

 “Stranded between government and opposition: the politics of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) since 1989” 

 

 “The role of judgment in explanations of politics” (Political Methodology Working 
Paper 29, Committee on Concepts & Methods, International Political Science 
Association, www.concepts-methods.org: May 2010) 
 

 “The emerging right-to-development paradigm in India: origins, promises, risks” 
 

 
FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 

 
Visiting Fellowship, Kellogg Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame 
(Spring 2009) 
Faculty Research Fellowship, India China Institute, New School (2008-2010) 
Grant, Committee on Global Thought, Columbia University (2007) 
Columbia-LSE Alliance Collaborate Research Fund Grant (2005) 
Gilchrist Educational Trust Award (2001) 
Sir Ernest Cassel Educational Trust Award (2000) 
Smuts Study Travel Award (Cambridge, 1998) 
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences Grant (Cambridge, 1998) 
Worts Traveling Fund Award (Cambridge, 1998) 
Commonwealth Scholarship & Fellowship Award (1997-99) 
Fox International Fellowship, Center for International and Area Studies, Yale (1996-97) 
Sidney Sussex College Graduate Grant (Cambridge, 1996-99) 
Grant, Cambridge Commonwealth Trust Overseas Bursary (1995-96) 
Graduate Fellowship, School of Oriental and African Studies (declined) (1995-1996) 
Graduate Award, University of Toronto (declined) (1995-1996) 
McGill University Dean‟s List (1993) 
Undergraduate Fellowship, Canadian Scholarship Trust Foundation (1991-94) 
 

 
INVITED LECTURES, ORGANIZED PANELS AND CONFERENCES PRESENTATIONS 

 
2011-2012: 
Invited to present „The emerging right-to-development in India: origins, promises, risks‟, A Just 
Society at Last? Ideals and Projects of the Common Good across Asia, Institute for Humanities and the 
Social Sciences, University of Hong Kong: 5-8 June 2012. 
 
Chair: „The Politics of Social Rights in Contemporary Indian Democracy‟, Association of Asian 
Studies Annual Conference, Toronto: 15–18 March 2012. 

http://www.concepts-methods.org/
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„The emerging right-to-development in India: origins, promises, risks‟, Association of Asian 
Studies Annual Conference, Toronto: 15–18 March 2012. 
 
Invited to present „Divided we govern: the paradoxes of power in contemporary Indian 
democracy‟, South Asia Center, Syracuse University: 31 January 2012. 
 
Chair: Anne Marie Goetz, “How the escalation of conflict related sexual violence has changed 
the UN‟s approaches to peacebuilding and peacekeeping,” Development Thought & Policy 
Seminar, New School: 1 December 2011. 
 
Chair and discussant: „Routine exceptions: rethinking emergency powers in South Asia,‟ 40th 
Annual Conference of South Asia, University of Madison-Wisconsin: 21 October 2011. 
 
Discussant: Milan Vaishnav, „Caste politics, credibility and criminality,‟ How Representative Is 
Democracy in South Asia Today? Workshop, New York University: 14 October 2011. 
 
2010-2011: 
Moderator: „Law, Sovereignty and Justice‟, India’s World, the 24th conference of Social Research, 
New School: 10-11 May 2011. 
 
„The emerging right-to-development paradigm in India: origins, promises, risks‟, Constitutional 
Revolutions and Counter Revolutions Conference, New School for Social Research: 5-7 May 2011. 
 
Discussant: Rob Jenkins, „India‟s National Rural Employment Guarantee Act,‟ Development 
Thought and Policy Seminar, New School: 28 April 2011. 
 
Panelist: Crafting State Nations, Book Symposium, Association for the Study of Nationalities 16th 
Annual Conference, Columbia University: 14 April 2011. 
 
„Reforms, growth and inequality: comparing India and China,‟ Association of Asian Studies 
70th Annual Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii: 2 April 2011. 
 
Discussant: Pranab Bardhan, „Assessing the economic rise of India and China,‟ India China 
Institute, New School: 10 March 2011. 
 
Discussant: Liah Greenfeld, „Cross civilizational boundaries,” India China Institute, New 
School: 17 February 2011. 
 
Chair: „Protest, rebellion, revolution: a roundtable on events in Egypt and beyond,‟ New 
School for Social Research: New York, 23 February 2011. 
 
„Political judgment,‟ Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi: 10 January 2011. 
 
„Stranded between government and opposition: the politics of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist),‟ 39th Annual Conference of South Asia, University of Madison-Wisconsin: 15 
October 2010. 
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Chair: „Rethinking the Politics of the Left in Contemporary India,‟ Annual Conference of 
South Asia, University of Madison-Wisconsin: 15 October 2010. 
 
Discussant: Emmanuel Teitelbaum, „Political representation and rural insurgency in India,‟ The 
Ralph Bunche Forum, City University of New York: 30 September 2010. 
 
2009-2010: 
Discussant: „Making democracy work,‟ Six Decades of Indian Democracy: Achievements, Failures, 
Promises, Challenges, Brown University „Year of India‟ Conference: Providence, Rhode Island, 7-
9 May 2010. 
 
Chair: „Rethinking the state, development and the national question in Sri Lanka,‟ Sri Lanka in 
South Asia: Future Horizons for Research, New School for Social Research: New York, 16-17 April 
2010. 
 
Panelist: „Growth, reforms and inequality: comparing India and China,‟ Prosperity and Inequality: 
India and China in Global Perspective, New School: New York, 22 March 2010. 
 
Panelist: „Reorient: India, China and the West in the twenty-first century,‟ India China Institute, 
New School: New York, 18 February 2010. 
 
Chair and discussant: „The 2009 Indian general election: interpreting the verdict and its 
consequences,‟ 38th Annual Conference on South Asia: University of Wisconsin – Madison, 23-
25 October 2009. 
 
„The role of judgment in explanations of politics,‟ American Political Science Association 
conference: Toronto, 3-6 September 2009. 
 
2008-2009: 
„The elusiveness of power in contemporary Indian democracy,‟ Democracy Today conference, 
New School for Social Research: New York, 18-19 April 2009. 
 
Panelist: „India votes 2009,‟ South Asian Studies Program, Princeton University: 16 April 2009. 
 
„Stranded between government and opposition: the politics of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) since 1989,‟ Kellogg Institute for International Studies, University of Notre Dame: 24 
February 2009. 
 
Discussant: Mira Kamdar, „The environmental threat to India‟s future,‟ Globalizing India in the 
Multilateral Order Seminar Series, Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies, City 
University of New York: 7 October 2008. 
 
Discussant: „The prospects and challenges of identity politics in Nepal,‟ India China Institute, 
New School: New York, 30 September 2008. 
 
„The role of judgment in politics,‟ Centre for the Study of Developing Societies: Delhi, 6 
August 2008. 
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„Stranded between government and opposition: the politics of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) since 1989,‟ Centre for the Study of Developing Societies: Delhi, 4 August 2008. 
 
2007-2008: 
Moderator: „Political challenges,‟ When Will African Economies Develop? Schwartz Center for 
Economic Policy Alternatives, New School: New York, 3 May 2008. 
 
Discussant: „Designs for the Future,‟ Prosperity and Inequality: debates in India and China, India 
China Institute, New School: New York, 27-28 March 2008. 
 
„The necessity of “reality” in theories of post-development‟, NYU Postcolonial Seminar 
Conference – Postcolonialism and the ‘Hit’ of the Real: New York, 6-8 March 2008. 
 
„Stranded between government and opposition: the Communist Party of India (Marxist) since 
1989‟, South Asia Studies, School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins 
University: Washington, D.C., February 15, 2008. 
 
Panelist: „India, the United States and nuclear power‟, Imagining Global Asia, New School for 
Social Research: New York, 6 December 2007. 
 
Discussant: John Dunn, „Democracy and revolution‟, New School for Social Research: New 
York, 14 November 2007. 
 
2006-2007: 
„The travails of Indian democracy: a Tocqevillean reading,‟ Secular Imaginaries – a conference in 
honor of Charles Taylor, New School for Social Research: New York: 5 May 2007. 
 
Discussant: Islamist Political Movements in the Arab World: Contentious and Electoral Politics, a 
workshop at the Elliot School of International Affairs, George Washington University: 
Washington, D.C., 4 May 2007. 
 
„The possibilities and limits of the developmental state: reflections from Asia,‟ Has Economics 
Failed the Challenge of Reality? – The Second Annual Economics Conference, New School for Social 
Research: New York, 27 April 2007. 
 
Moderator and discussant: Alfred Stepan and Yogendra Yadav, The State of Democracy in South 
Asia, India China Institute, New School: New York, 26 April 2007. 
 
„The transformation of modern India: understanding the trends,‟ The Dragon and the Tiger: 
Emerging Asian Economies, Long Island University – Brooklyn: New York, 28 March 2007. 
 
2005-2006: 
Discussant: „Dissent and Decentralization in South Africa,‟ New Social Science Training Fellowship 
Program Conference, Transregional Center for Democratic Studies, New School for Social 
Research: New York, 16 December 2005. 
 
Moderator and discussant: „The Thirteenth SAARC Summit: taking Stock of South Asia‟s 
Regionalism,‟ Asia Society: New York, 17 November 2005. 
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2002-2003: 
„The taming of Hindu nationalism?  Electoral dynamics, federalism and the politics of the BJP, 
1996-2002,‟ 98th Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association: Boston, 29 August – 2 
September 2002. 
 
2001-2002: 
„Coalition politics in India: should we be pessimistic?‟ Southern Asian Institute, Columbia 
University: New York, 27 February 2002. 
 
2000-2001: 
„Explanations of coalition politics in India: a critical appraisal,‟ Graduate Seminar in Political 
Theory, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, University of Cambridge: 10 November 2000. 
 
„Have the recent politics of the Bharatiya Janata Party changed?‟ The 16th European Conference of 
South Asian Studies, University of Edinburgh: 6-9 September 2000. 
 
1999-2000: 
„India‟s secular career: constitutional design and political practice,‟ The First Graduate Conference 
in Political Theory, University of Essex: 12-13 May 2000. 
 

 
RELATED PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
Manuscript Reviewer (September 2005- ) 
Comparative Politics, Constellations, Journal of Development Studies, Sociological Inquiry, Theoria 
Georgetown University Press 
 
Consultant, Trusted Sources, New Delhi (March 2009) 
 
Consultant, Asia Foundation, Kabul (August 2006-2009) 
Advised the Asia Foundation on the construction of „Project Discovery: a survey of the 
Afghan people‟, the most comprehensive national opinion survey in Afghanistan, in 2007, 
2008 and 2009. 
 
Consultant, Regional Bureau for Asia-Pacific, United Nations Development 
Programme, New York (June 2006) 
Prepared a comparative policy-oriented analysis of „The Asian Developmental State and 
Poverty Reduction: Going Beyond History‟; part of the Macroeconomics of Poverty Reduction project 
of the Bureau, which seeks to integrate poverty-reduction strategies within national economic 
policy-making and put forward advice on feasible policy options and necessary institutional 
reforms. 
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Leader, Workshop on “Rethinking the State in Development”, al-Farabi Kazakh 
National University, Almaty (May 2006) 
Invited to lead a workshop in the Faculty of International Relations at al-Farabi Kazakh 
National University on the role of the state in development.  Topics included the importance 
of planning in late-development; dependency theory, neoclassical economics and the 
anthropology of post-development; developmental states, good governance and social capital; 
and the challenges of globalization.  Sponsored by the Transregional Center for Democratic 
Studies at the New School for Social Research, New York. 
 
Assistant Director & Outreach Coordinator, Southern Asian Institute, Columbia 
University (August 2002 – July 2005) 
Formulated and monitored annual budget; organized informal seminars, distinguished lectures 
and international conferences, as well as adjunct courses, language training and fellowship 
competitions; coordinated public outreach activities with the media and local organizations, 
and in-service courses and curriculum development with K–12 school teachers; developed 
external funding proposals, including a US Department of Education Title VI three-year grant, 
and inter-institutional collaboration with other South Asia centers; participated in student 
advising and admissions process at the Masters level; supervised the administrative assistant 
and work-study students. 
 
Consultant, Evaluation Office, United Nations Development Programme, New York 
(April 2003) 
Prepared key background paper for the Development Effectiveness Report 2003, which explains the 
importance of institutional capacity building, political accountability mechanisms and 
heterodox policy environments as key determinants of sustainable human development in the 
global South. 
 
Examiner, United Nations Development Programme, New York (March 2002) 
Assessed candidates in the final recruitment stages of the Leadership Development (LEAD) 
Programme, UNDP on their comprehension of issues in the political economy of 
development. 
 
Intern, Office of Development Studies, United Nations Development Programme, 
New York (May – July 1997) 
Prepared a joint report on the impact of tax policy on foreign direct investment in public 
goods provision, with reference to Sub-Saharan Africa; assessed a proposal to improve the 
developmental state capacity in the South. 
 
Assistant, The Honorable Christine Stewart, Secretary of State for Latin America and 
Africa, Government of Canada, Ottawa (April – September 1995) 
Prepared both short briefs and more extensive analyses of various issues including democratic 
consolidation, economic reform and regional cooperation in Argentina, Brazil and the 
Southern Cone in Latin America; and proposed reforms of the Conventional Weapons 
Convention regarding landmine production, export and clearance, with special concern for 
Angola and Mozambique. 
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Intern, MacLeans Newsmagazine, Ottawa Bureau (June-August 1992) 
Prepared a report on the Ontario government‟s Employment Equity Legislation; conducted 
interviews regarding constitutional reforms in the 1992 „Charlottetown Accord‟. 
 
 

 
PUBLIC OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

 
Invited Guest Lecture, „India‟s rising power: its causes and implications for South Asia,‟ 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan: Kabul, 8 August 2006. 
 
Speaker, „A Globalizing India,‟ American Forum for Global Education: New York, 5 May 
2006. 
 
Speaker, Dosti 2006: A Forum on Peace and Development in South Asia, Rice University: Houston, 
22 January 2006. 
 
Panelist, „The Future of Democracy in the Middle East, South Asia and Africa,‟ Regional 
Institutes Workshop for NYC Teachers, Columbia University: New York, 19 May 2005. 
 
Speaker, „Post-1947 Economic Development‟, India and South Asia: An Overview, NYC 
Department of Education In-Service Course: New York, 7 January 2004. 
 
Speaker, „Communal Conflict in Modern India,‟ New York and the World Teachers Workshop, 
American Forum for Global Education: New York, 5 April 2003. 
 

 
MEDIA WORK 

 
Occasional commentator for and contributor to various print and radio media – including 
Voice of America, BBC World Service, The Indian Express, WNYC – on the contemporary 
politics and economics of India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
 


