The New School and Social Entrepreneurship
The New School is a legendary, progressive university of eight schools bound by a common,
unusual intent: to prepare and inspire its 10,200 undergraduate and graduate students and 6400
annual adult learners to bring actual, positive change to the world. From its Greenwich Village
campus, The New School launches world citizens – individuals whose ideas and innovations forge
new paths of progress in the arts, design, humanities, public policy, and the social sciences.
The New School is uniquely positioned to devise a new approach to social entrepreneurship
education. The majority of existing social entrepreneurship courses and programs at universities
across the United States are housed in business schools. This paradigm offers a very specific, and
traditional, foundation for a very specific kind of student. In contrast, social entrepreneurship
programs at The New School are housed within non-traditional programs with a history of
progressive teaching focused on design, social justice, policy, community development and
management.
In the fall of 2009, The New School was selected to participate in the Ashoka U Changemaker
Campus Initiative. Ashoka is the global association of the world’s leading social entrepreneurs—
men and women with system changing solutions for the world’s most urgent social problems. The
Changemaker Initiative aims to expand social entrepreneurship education across campuses and
explore ways in which universities can become hubs for social innovation that create solutions to
diverse social and environmental challenges.
The New School’s unique approach to social entrepreneurship education rests on a collaborative
engagement of several distinguished schools:






Milano The New School for Management and Urban Policy
http://www.newschool.edu/milano/subpage.aspx?id=19386
Graduate Program for International Affairs
Parsons The New School for Design
The New School for General Studies
Eugene Lang College The New School for Liberal Arts

To find out more about The New School see http://www.newschool.edu/
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The New School Approach across the Ashoka U’s Six Elements of Excellence
1. Teaching/Curriculum
We are working to create an integrated set of courses that enable individuals to assume a role within
a team that is based on his or her area of interest—from leadership to finance to marketing—to
generate pattern-breaking change within an organization as an innovator or entrepreneur. Our goal
is to train future changemakers across disciplines and for careers in various contexts and in all three
sectors of nonprofit, public and private. For further detail on some of the current offerings relevant
to social entrepreneurship http://www.newschool.edu/milano/subpage.aspx?id=28876
Research
The New School’s social entrepreneurship research builds on our strong focus on urban issues and
creative disciplines. Illustrative examples of research initiatives include:
Design for Social Innovation and Sustainability (DESIS) Lab:
The DESIS Lab brings together faculty and students from across the disciplines at The New School,
led by Parsons The New School for Design and Milano The New School for Management and
Urban Policy, to research, promote, and amplify community-based solutions for sustainability in
New York City. The establishment of the DESIS Lab demonstrates The New School’s commitment
to playing a leading role in the emerging field of design for social change, and social innovation. To
learn more about the DESIS Lab please visit http://desis.parsons.edu/
Development through Design Empowerment, Entrepreneurship and Design (DEED):
DEED is a collaborative effort between students and faculty of The New School, indigenous artisan
groups in the developing world, generous donors and foundations, and retailers focused on
scholarship and research relating to design, development, entrepreneurship, and empowerment. To
learn more about DEED visit http://thenewschoolcollaborates.com/
PetLab
PETLab, a joint project of Games for Change and Parsons, supported by funding from the
MacArthur Foundation, focused on developing new games, simulations, and play experiences which
encourage experimental learning and investigation into social and global issues. Projects range from
a curriculum in game design for the Boys and Girls Club to big games such as Re:Activism and the
sport Budgetball. To learn more about PETlab visit http://petlab.parsons.edu/newWeb/
2. Applied Learning and Apprenticeship
A core distinguishing feature of The New School’s courses are their emphasis on real-world problem
solving, engagement with communities, and the application of interdisciplinary skills. For example:


The Solar Decathlon: The New School is partnering with Habitat for Habitat Humanity and
community groups in D.C. neighborhood of Deanwood constructing a affordable, solarThe New School
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powered home as part of the U.S. Department of Energy 2011 Solar Decathlon. This model
will likely become a prototype for affordable, net-zero housing that can be replicated in
other communities throughout the United States. http://www.newschool.edu/milano/solardecathlon/


The Graduate Program in International Affairs Field’s Program: provides practical field experiences
in developing countries through work with NGOs, international organizations, and
government and local agencies. http://www.newschool.edu/internationalaffairs/ifp/



The Community Development Finance Lab: Community-based organizations of all kinds must
now operate within sophisticated private capital markets as opposed to relying on
government and philanthropic sources of funds. Yet the majority of these organizations lack
the skills to use these markets to their advantage. At Milano, we teach our students to speak
the language of Wall Street and apply sophisticated financial skills directly as consultants to
community projects in real-time.

For more information see: http://www.newschool.edu/leadership/provost/civic-engagement/
3. Resources
We have growing strategic partnerships with leading organizations in the social entrepreneurship
field including Ashoka, Echoing Green, Starting Bloc, Sparkseed, The Pipeline, The Hub NYC, Net
Impact, CGI U and other such organizations who can provide students with access to resources
such as seed-funding, internships, mentors and attendance at professional development conferences.
4. Role Models
Each year The New School benefits from our New York City location and attracts many leading
social entrepreneurs as speakers or as clients of student consulting projects for example over the
past year Jacqueline Novogratz (Acumen Fund), Sara Horowitz (Freelancers Union), Steve Mariotti
(NFTE), Sheela Patel (SPARC), Iqbal Quadir (Grameenphone), Paul Polak (D-Rev), Billy Parish
(Energy Action Coalition), Carol Shapiro (Family Justice), and John Wood (Room to Read).
Many of our faculty are social entrepreneurs and seasoned social sector practitioners who bring real
world experience into the classroom. Examples include Professors Dennis Derryk (founder of
Corbin Hill Road Farm), Charles Allison (CEO Interstate Biofuels LLC, an alternative energy
project development company) and Katie Salen (Executive Director, Institute of Play).
5. Community and Culture
Ongoing student-led initiatives that build a culture and community of social innovation include a
series of themed Meet-Ups, presence at the Clinton Global Initiative University and participation in
the annual Ashoka U Summit which engages students from across the university in building a
community of social entrepreneurs and changemakers.
Contact: Michele Kahane, Professor of Professional Practice in Social Entrepreneurship and Social
Innovation, Milano the New School for Management and Urban Policy. kahanem@newschool.edu
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