Higher education opportunity Act
Textbook Provision
1. What is the Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA)?
The Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA), as amended by the Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008
(HEOA) signed by President Bush, includes a number of disclosure and reporting requirements. A disclosure
requirement applies to information that a postsecondary education institution is required to distribute or make
available to another party, such as students or employees. A reporting requirement applies to information
that must be submitted to the U.S. Department of Education or other agencies. Disclosure and reporting
requirements sometimes overlap; institutions are required to make information on certain topics available to
students or other parties and to submit the information to the Department of Education.
The HEOA is intended to promote access to information that will consumers in make informed decisions
about postsecondary education.
2. What is the Textbook Provision of the HEOA?
As of July 1, 2010, the university is required to inform its students, at the time of registration, of the cost of
books and text-based materials the students will need to purchase if they register for a class.
3. What are the details of the Textbook Provision of the HEOA?
The Textbook Provision (HEOA section 112, HEA section 133) within the larger HEOA can be read at the
following site:
ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/attachments/GEN0812FP0810AttachHEOADCL.pdf
The relevant text, with which the university came into compliance on July 1, 2010 reads as follows:
The HEOA supports the academic freedom of faculty to select high quality course materials for their students
while imposing several new provisions to ensure that students have timely access to affordable course materials
at postsecondary institutions receiving Federal financial assistance. These provisions support that effort and
include the following:
•

When textbook publishers provide information on a college textbook or supplemental material to
faculty in charge of selecting course materials at postsecondary institutions, that information must be in
writing (including electronic communication) and must include
•
•
•
•

the price of the textbook;
the copyright dates of the three previous editions (if any);
a description of substantial content revisions;
whether the textbook is available in other formats and if so, the price to the institution and to the
general public;
• the separate prices of textbooks unbundled from supplemental material; and
• the same information for custom textbooks, to the maximum extent possible.
•

To the maximum extent practicable, an institution must include on its Internet course schedule
for required and recommended textbooks and supplemental material
• the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) and retail price;
• if the ISBN is not available, the author, title, publisher, and copyright date; or
• if such disclosure is not practicable, the designation “To Be Determined.”

•

If applicable, the institution must include on its written course schedule a reference to the textbook
information available on its Internet schedule and the Internet address for that schedule.

•

A postsecondary institution must provide the following information to its college bookstores
upon request by such college bookstore:
• the institution’s course schedule for the subsequent academic period; and
• for each course or class offered, the information it must include on its Internet course schedule for
required and recommended textbooks and supplemental material, the number of students enrolled, and
the maximum student enrollment.

•

Institutions disclosing the information they must include on their Internet course schedules
for required and recommended textbooks and supplemental material are encouraged to provide
information on
•
•
•
•

renting textbooks;
purchasing used textbooks;
textbook buy-back programs; and
alternative content delivery programs.

4. How is The New School implementing this requirement?
The university is partnering with Barnes & Noble, using the company’s website as the repository of this
information. Either faculty members or the dean’s or director’s offices will submit course book lists to Barnes
& Noble, and students will have access to this information at the time of registration. Students will not have
to register at the Barnes & Noble website to view these lists, nor will they be required to purchase their books
from Barnes & Noble.
5. Does information about art supplies also need to be listed?
The HEOA does not include art supplies, but regulations may expand the scope of the act to include them in
the future.
6. How will students know that this information is available?
In the Class Finder at https://alvin.newschool.edu/prbn/bwckschd.p_disp_dyn_sched, courses with
textbook requirements will display a link to the Barnes & Noble website where students can see the list of
required and recommended textbooks.
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