University Curriculum:
University Lectures & Seminars
Course Descriptions
Spring 2009
UNIVERSITY LECTURE COURSES (ULEC) *

* ULEC courses have two parts – the lecture and the discussion section. In order to receive credit for these
courses, students must register for both parts. Please note that this semester there is one ULEC course,
Russian Film, which also requires a weekly film screening.
* ULEC courses may be over-tallied and discussion sections added if students are blocked from registering
for these courses due to enrollment limits. Academic advisors should contact Adrienne Marcus
(marcusa@newschool.edu) if a student they are working with needs to be placed into a class.
Course Title:
Aesthetics
Faculty:
Bea Banu
Contributing School/Department:
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2320
CRN: 4915
Schedule: Tuesday
2-3:20pm
Credits: 0

New School for General Studies / Arts

Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2321
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 4917
Wednesday 10-11:20am
TBA
Section B: CRN: 4918
Wednesday 12-1:20pm
TBA
Section C: CRN: 4919
Thursday
2-3:20pm
TBA – Reading/Writing Intensive
Section D: CRN: 4920
Friday
10-11:20am
TBA
Credits: 3
Works of art stimulate our imagination, inspire great thoughts, and provoke profound feelings. Art can be unsettling. It
causes us to wonder about the nature of the creative process, the work of art, and aesthetic experience. To help you
formulate your view about art, you will read some of the classic (and not so classic) philosophical theories of art and
aesthetics, for example, Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Nietszche, Heidegger and Foucault. You will become familiar with
philosophical ways of thinking as well as the philosophical questions that we commonly ask about art, the artist and
ourselves, the spectators. You will consider several artforms and media, including literature and music, but for the most
part you will be dealing with visual arts.
BEA BANU (Ph.D., CUNY Graduate Center). Banu teaches courses in philosophy of art and aesthetics,
ethics, and general philosophy. Her research interests include aesthetics, philosophical theories behind
modern art movements, taste and its literal application in aesthetics when referring to the taste of food and
wine, and ethical reasoning. She is currently the chair of the department of Visual and Performing Arts at
The New School for General Studies and was formerly Dean of Eugene Lang College, Associate Provost and
Chair of Parsons Liberal Studies.

Course Title:
Citizenship and the U.S. Constitution
Faculty:
Honor Sachs
Contributing School/Department:
New School for General Studies / MFA in Creative Writing
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2670
CRN: 5184
Schedule: Wednesday 4-5:20pm
Credits: 0
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Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2671
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 5185
Thursday
6-7:20pm
TBA
Section B: CRN: 5186
Thursday
8-9:20pm
TBA
Section C: CRN: 5187
Friday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section D: CRN: 5188
Friday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
In this course we examine the roles and rights of citizens from the perspective of the first three major moments of
transformation in U.S. history: the founding era, the Civil War and the New Deal. We are currently living through a fourth
major transformation in constitutional thought as old systems are being dismantled and rebuilt, so for the final project of
this course, students draft a new US Constitution to meet the demands of the 21st century.
HONOR SACHS (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison), Visiting Instructor, Riggio Honors Program:
Writing and Democracy. She specializes in the study of race, gender and legal culture in early America. Her
forthcoming book, Chosen Land: The Legal Creation of White Manhood on the Eighteenth-Century Kentucky
Frontier explores the origins and legacies of legal ideas that shaped frontier expansion during the early
decades of nationhood. In 2006, she became the Cassius Marcellus Clay Postdoctoral Fellow at Yale
University with the History Department and the Howard Lamar Center for the Study of Frontiers and
Borders. She has published articles on the relationships between law and history, gender and narrative, and
archives and historical memory and has taught courses on constitutional and legal history at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison and Yale University. She is currently a research affiliate of the Gilder Lehrman Center
for the Study of Slavery, Resistance and Abolition.

Course Title:
Design at the Edge
Faculty:
Bruce Nussbaum
Contributing School/Department:
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2490
CRN: 6869
Schedule: Monday
6-7:20pm
Credits: 0

Parsons the New School for Design / Design Strategies

Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2491
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 6870
Wednesday 2-3:20pm
TBA
Section B: CRN: 6871
Thursday
10-11:20am
TBA
Section C: CRN: 6872
Thursday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section D: CRN: 6873
Friday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
The parallel developments of the digitalization of innovation, the rise and fall of generations within countries and
countries within the global system, as well as the rise of globalization, urbanization, planetary warming, and financial
chaos, are forcing massive disruptions in our culture, our organizations and in our own sense of our identity. One of the
most important conversations occurring in academia, business, politics, and non-profits today is centered on how to
manage both institutions and careers while the world is changing in unknown ways at breakneck speeds. Boundaries of
work, play, and identity are blending as we search for new ways to operate in an environment that knows no constant
except that of change. The locus of solutions in this era of constant flux is design. When the future lacks visibility,
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creative design thinking can guide us through a world of ambiguity and change. This course will analyze the edges of
design – analyzing the forces of radical change, investigating the most challenging problems facing us, and examining the
design approaches to solving them. In addition, the course will investigate the new skills and values needed by individuals
today so they can aid in developing creative solutions to the quickly changing issues facing our world. In a series of
lectures that will include a global roster of guest speakers and Parsons' own world-famous faculty, we will explore trends
and tools that include the transformative culture of Gen Y, the sociology of social networks, movement toward a more
urban planet, the visualization of data, the rise of Asian design culture, and the new fields and world-wide policies being
created at the intersection of finance, culture, and design. The "lectures" will be dynamic presentations with student
participation and co-creation.
BRUCE NUSSBAUM (ABD Political Science, University of Michigan) Visiting Professor of Innovation and
Design at Parsons’ School of Design Strategies, as well as an Assistant Managing Editor for BusinessWeek,
responsible for coverage of design and innovation. He is also an essayist and commentator on economic and
social issues. In 1998, he partnered BusinessWeek with the IDSA to create the Catalyst Awards promoting
business success through good design. In 1996, he partnered with Architectural Record to launch the
BW/Arch Record/AIA architecture contest to foster better business solutions through architecture. He is
founder of the Innovation & Design online channel, founder and editor of IN: Inside Innovation, a quarterly
innovation supplement, and blogger on NussbaumOnDesign. He appears weekly online in the video feature
"Ask the Innovation Guru." Nussbaum's most recent cover stories for BusinessWeek include, “The Power of
Design-How IDEO Is Changing the Way Companies Innovate and Get Creative,” and “How To Build
Innovative Companies.” He managed and edited covers on “The World's Most Innovative Companies”; “Meet
Jonathon Ive – The Man Behind Apple's Design Magic”; and “Innovation Champions – The New Breed of
Managers And Their Radical Cultures of Creativity”. Nussbaum is the author of two books: The World after
Oil: the Shifting Axis of Power and Wealth and Good Intentions, an inside look at medical research on AIDS.
His essays have appeared in The Best Business Stories of the Year-2002 and The Best American Political
Writing – 2004.

Course Title:
Fiction: An Introduction
Faculty:
Val Vinokur
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College the New School for Liberal Arts / Literary Studies
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2560
CRN: 5977
Schedule: Wednesday 4-5:20pm
Credits: 0
Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2561
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 5978
Monday
8-9:20am
TBA
Section B: CRN: 5979
Monday
10-11:20am
TBA
Section C: CRN: 5980
Monday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section D: CRN: 5981
Tuesday
8-9:20am
TBA
Credits: 3
This course will feature 14 short literary texts as approached by 14 writers and scholars from The New School and
beyond. Each lecture will offer an engaging critical approach to a great work of literature, and, taken as a whole, the
class will offer a survey of methodologies of reading. Lecturers and topics may include: Neil Gordon on Joyce's "The
Dead," Jay Bernstein on Antigone, Laura Frost on James’ “Turn of the Screw”, Tony Anemone on Gogol’s “The Overcoat”,
and Val Vinokur on Babel's Red Cavalry. Students will meet in smaller discussion sections before each lecture as
preparation. A weekly written assignment and revision will constitute the entire graded work of the course. Prospective
students should be aware that, with the exception of excused absences, attendance at every class and timely completion
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of every assignment will be a prerequisite to succeeding in this class. Note for Eugene Lang College students: this course
is one of four required core requirements for Literary Studies majors.
VAL VINOKUR (Ph.D., Princeton University), Assistant Prof. of Literary Studies and Director of Jewish
Studies. Vinokur has been published in such venues as Common Knowledge, The Boston Review,
McSweeney's, The Russian Review, Stanford Slavic Studies, The Massachusetts Review, The Journal of
Religion and Society, The Literary Review, New American Writing, Zeek, and 110 Stories. His book, The
Trace of Judaism: Dostoevsky, Babel, Mandelstam, Levinas, will be published by Northwestern University
Press in the fall of 2008. He is a 2008 recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship in the field of Translation.

Course Title:
Introduction to Macroeconomics
Faculty:
Lopa Banerjee
Contributing School/Department:
New School for Social Research / Economics
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2020
CRN: 4940
Schedule: Tuesday 10-11:20am
Credits: 0
Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2021
Schedule:
Section A: CRN:
4941
Thursday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section B: CRN:
4942
Thursday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Section C: CRN:
4943
Thursday
10-11:20am
TBA – Reading/Writing Intensive
Section D: CRN:
4944
Friday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section E: CRN:
4945
Friday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Section F: CRN:
4946
Thursday
4-5:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
This is an introductory course in macroeconomics which requires no prior work in economics. The course introduces the
students to the basic theory of macroeconomics in terms of how production (determining output and income),
employment and prices are determined in advanced industrial capitalist nations. We examine how these macroeconomic
variables affect economic prosperity of a nation over the long run and in the short run; and how these variables apply to
contemporary economic problems, such as the effects of government deficits on the economy; role of social security and
its problems; the role of balance of payments; and, the impact of foreign trade and investment on the national economy.
Finally, we examine how the macroeconomics of developing nations may differ from that of a developed country.
LOPA BANERJEE (Ph.D., University of California-Riverside), Assistant Professor of Economics. Banerjee’s
research examines the interconnections between poverty, deprivation, and disaster vulnerability, especially
in the context of South Asia. She is also interested in the analysis of risk perception and bounded rationality
in the procedural aspects of decision-making in the presence of environmental hazards. Her fields of
concentration are Economics of Development, Political Economy, Resource and Environmental Economics,
and Ecological Economics. Currently, she is working on the ecological and economic history of flood control
in the Bengal delta.

Course Title:
Music and Mind
Faculty:
Michael Schober
Contributing School/Department:
Course Subject: ULEC

New School for Social Research / Psychology
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Course Number: 2350
CRN: 4932
Schedule: Monday
4-5:20pm
Credits: 0
Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2351
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 4933
Tuesday
10-11:20am
TBA
Section B: CRN: 4934
Tuesday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section C: CRN: 4935
Tuesday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Section D: CRN: 4936
Wednesday 4-5:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
When we appreciate or produce music, we inevitably engage our experiences of time, movement, sound, emotion,
language, attention, memory, and metaphor. This course explores the growing body of interdisciplinary research on how
listeners and performers mentally represent music and the processes involved in their experience of it. It also examines,
among other topics, how performers coordinate to produce collaborative music and the extent to which audiences have
truly shared experiences. This set of topics requires serious attention to new brain science, to methods of psychological
research, and understanding the science of sound. It also challenges many core beliefs about how human beings think
and act. The course, taught from the perspective of both research psychology and musical performance, is intended for
musicians and non-musicians, scientists and non-scientists. Students will be encouraged to design innovative projects
that integrate a scientific perspective with musical experience.
MICHAEL SCHOBER (Ph.D., Stanford University), Dean of the New School for Social Research, Professor
of Psychology and editor of the journal Discourse Processes. Schober’s published research investigates how
people understand and misunderstand each other in conversation, how musicians coordinate in rehearsal
and in performance, and how new communication technologies affect communicative processes and the
measurement of public opinion. He is also a performing pianist who specializes in collaborative and chamber
music, with interest in how new technologies can enhance musical co-presence and audience experience.

Course Title:
Russian Cinema: “The Most Important Art”
Faculty:
Anthony Anemone
Contributing School/Department:
New School for General Studies / Foreign Languages
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2540
CRN: 5987
Schedule:
LECTURE:
Tuesday
2-3:20pm
** IN ADDITION, STUDENTS MUST ATTEND ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO SCREENINGS EACH WEEK:
Sunday
6-8:00pm
Monday
8-10:00pm
Credits: 0
Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2541
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 5988
Section B: CRN: 5989
Section C: CRN: 5990

Wednesday
Thursday
Wednesday

2-3:20pm
2-3:20pm
4-5:20pm
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Section D: CRN: 5991
Thursday
4-5:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
In almost every book about Russian cinema, one can read the following quote attributed to V. I. Lenin, the leader of the
Russian Revolution and the founder of the Soviet state: "of all the arts, cinema is for us the most important." One of the
purposes of this course is to inquire about the importance of the cinema not just for the Bolsheviks, but for Russian
culture of the past 100 years. We will approach this problem through screenings, lectures and discussions of a
representative selection of Russian, Soviet and Post-Soviet movies. Although the focus of the course will be on analyzing
individual films as formal works of art, we will also discuss the complex and shifting relationship between cinema, politics
and society over the course of the 100-year history of the genre in Russia.
ANTHONY ANEMONE (Ph.D., University of California-Berkeley), Associate Professor of Russian Language
and Literature. Prior to coming to The New School, Anemone taught at Colby College, Princeton University,
and the College of William and Mary. A specialist in modern Russian literature and cinema, and the recipient
of fellowships from The International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), the Kennan Institute for
Advanced Russian Studies, and the Fulbright Program of the US State Department, his publications on a
broad range of topics from 18th century Russian culture, to Russian literature of the 19th and 20th
centuries, and contemporary Russian cinema have appeared in books and the leadings journals of the field,
including Russian Review, Slavic Review, Slavic and East European Journal, Revue des Etudes Slaves and
Wiener slawistischer Almanach.

Course Title:
Space, Design, Everyday Practice
Faculty:
Georgia Traganou
Contributing School/Department:
Parsons the New School for Design / Art & Design Studies
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2530
CRN: 5962
Schedule: Wednesday
12-1:20pm
Credits: 0
Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2531
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 5963
Wednesday 2-3:20pm
TBA
Section B: CRN: 5964
Thursday
10-11:20am
TBA
Section C: CRN: 5965
Thursday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section D: CRN: 5966
Friday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
Who makes space? Does space consist only of designed artifacts? What role does collective imagination play in the way
we perceive spaces close and remote? How local is the space we inhabit in our daily reality? How can you as a user,
activist, artist or designer participate in the shaping of spaces that matter: the design of your local library, the
revitalization of public spaces, the planning of a refugee camp? The class will ask such questions emphasizing the
intertwined notions of production, consumption, appropriation and imagination in local and global spatial politics.
Addressing multiple spatial scales from those of interior and architecture to urban and wider geographical spaces, the
course will scrutinize the role of various stakeholders in processes of spatial production and use: politicians, planners,
architects, designers, builders, residents, tourists, marketers, journalists and activists. The course will emphasize spatial
issues that emerge in the process of globalization, particularly as they are shaped by conditions of intense demographic
mobility, global media circulation, environmental degradation, and weakening of the nation-state on one hand, but also a
rise in trans-national and activist initiatives that aim at counterbalancing the effect of top-down strategies and acts.
Class topics will include: spatial identity and notions of multiple belonging taking as a case study New York and its multicultural neighborhoods; architecture and media-spaces for global mega-events (such as the Olympic Games) as a means
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of shaping local and global identities; restructuring of Beijing's urban space and its effect on China and the world;
reclaiming of public spaces by activist artists/designers and communities of interest after processes of privatization that
drained public spaces from their democratic potential; urban and territorial activism by multi-disciplinary groups such as
CUP (New York) and Stalker (Italy). Students will be assessed based on writing assignments and project-based inquiries.
The readings of the class will include texts by Henri Lefebvre, Michel De Certeau, Arjun Appadurai, Anthony Appiah, David
Harvey, Mike Davis, and others.
JILLY TRAGANOU (Arch. Diploma Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece; Ph.D., University of
Westminster) Assistant Professor in Design Studies; Director of Academic Affairs of School of Art and Design
History and Theory at Parsons. Traganou has taught at the University of Texas at Austin and the University
of Thessaly in Volos. Her research interests include design studies, design and national identity with a focus
on Japan and Greece, spatial representation, design and travel, design pedagogy, and Olympic studies. She
is the author of The Tokaido Road: Traveling and Representation in Edo and Meiji Japan (Routledge 2004)
and co-editor (with Miodrag Mitrasinovic) of Travel, Space, Architecture (Ashgate, forthcoming).

Course Title:
Surveillance
Faculty:
Margot Bouman
Contributing School/Department:
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2520
CRN: 5982
Schedule: Monday
10-11:20am
Credits: 0

Parsons the New School for Design / Art & Design Studies

Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2521
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 5983
Monday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section B: CRN: 5984
Monday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Section C: CRN: 5985
Wednesday 10-11:20am
TBA
Section D: CRN: 5986
Thursday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
As political, cultural, literary and philosophical work as diverse as Colin Powell’s case for war presented to the
United Nations Security Council in 2003, the decade-long phenomenon of reality TV, George Orwell’s 1948
publication 1984, and Michel Foucault’s profoundly influential book Discipline and Punish demonstrate, we live in
a surveillance culture. Our attitudes towards surveillance are ambivalent, to say the least: we see it as intrusive,
and fundamentally undemocratic (the response to the Patriot Act), as a guarantor of our safety (the use of
surveillance cameras following the London bombing in July 2005), or as an opportunity to perform our everyday
lives in our domestic spaces to previously inaccessible and unimaginable audiences (Jenni-cam in 1998). This
course understands these examples to be part of a destabilization of the divide between public and private spaces
and behaviors. Surveillance is thus a historical phenomenon: this course begins from an investigation of the
historical rhetorics that have shaped our understanding. It will then focus on the “perfect storm” we find
ourselves in today, one that has been created by the development of increasingly sophisticated visual surveillance
technologies, the current political and legislative context, and the rise of “surveillance entertainment.” It will
conclude with a look at case studies of its various iterations in the hands of government, corporations, popular
culture and “the people.”
MARGOT BOUMAN (Ph.D., Graduate Program in Visual and Cultural Studies, University of Rochester);
Director of Undergraduate Studies and Assistant Professor, School of Art and Design History and Theory,
Parsons the New School of Design. Grantee of the Rockefeller Archive Center and the College Art
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Association. Research interests include the relationship between surveillance and visuality, and Andy
Warhol's television productions. Representative articles include “The Machine Speaks the World's Thoughts”
in Parachute, and “The Mise en abyme Effect: C.S.I. and the Fantasy of Absolute Visibility,” which has been
solicited by the Journal of Visual Culture. Bouman is currently developing her dissertation, “‘A Broken Piece
of an Absent Whole’: Experimental Video and its Spaces of Production and Reception” into a manuscript.

Course Title:
Thinking and Designing Sustainable Futures
Faculty:
Cameron Tonkinwise
Contributing School/Department:
Parsons the New School for Design / Methods College
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2340
CRN: 4925
Schedule: Tuesday
12-1:20pm
Credits: 0
Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2341
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 4926
Tuesday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Section B: CRN: 4927
Wednesday 12-1:20pm
TBA
Section C: CRN: 4928
Thursday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section D: CRN: 4929
Thursday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
As increasing attention is focused on emerging ecological crises, particularly “global warming,” there is a need to begin to
consider in more depth how we can understand, devise, imagine and design possible sustainable futures—ecologically,
economically, culturally. This interdisciplinary course, which will draw on contributions from faculty involved in the
sciences, urban studies, economics, politics, international affairs, architecture and design (as well as from visiting
speakers), will give students a rigorous introduction to thinking about the creation, development and innovation of
sustainable “economies” (using this term in its widest sense). Emphasis will be placed equally on grasping the dimensions
of the medium- and longer-term problems we face, and on understanding the nature and implications of some of the
possible solutions that could be advanced. The course will be wide-ranging, but it will balance a necessary global breadth
and scope with case-studies illustrative of approaches that might be taken. The course will have some bias towards
looking at urban issues in general, and at issues affecting NYC in particular.
CAMERON TONKINWISE (Ph.D., University of Sydney), Associate Professor and Chair, Design Thinking
and Sustainability and co-Chair of the Tishman Environment and Design Center. Before coming to The New
School, Tonkinwise was the Director of Design Studies at the University of Technology, Sydney, and prior to
that, Executive Officer of Change Design, a not-for-profit independent research organization (formerly
EcoDesign Foundation). His doctoral research concerned the educational theories of Martin Heidegger and
he continues to investigate what the ontological philosophy of Heidegger can teach designers. His current
research focuses on 'dematerialization design' -- enhancing societal sustainability by facilitating less
materials intense lifestyles through design. This work involves a number of funded research projects
exploring service design, design fostering sustainable behavior, and the relation between design and social
capital. For example, Tonkinwise is currently researching product sharing, both commercial and noncommercial.

Course Title:
Worlds Fairs – Art, Design and the World of Tomorrow
Faculty:
Ethan Robey
Contributing School/Department:
Parsons the New School for Design / History of Decorative Arts
Course Subject: ULEC
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Course Number: 2450
CRN: 5967
Schedule: Tuesday
12-1:20pm
Credits: 0
Discussion Sections
Course Subject: ULEC
Course Number: 2451
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 5968
Tuesday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Section B: CRN: 5969
Thursday
12-1:20pm
TBA
Section C: CRN: 5970
Thursday
2-3:20pm
TBA
Section D: CRN: 5971
Tuesday
4-5:20pm
TBA
Credits: 3
From the mid nineteenth to the mid twentieth century a series of international exhibitions became points of reckoning for
the various nations involved, a means to propose a ideal visions of the present and future, through architecture, display
and spectacle. This course will examine the histories of the various European and American World's Fairs – from the 1851
Crystal Palace Exhibition in London to the 1964/65 New York World's Fair – as a way of understanding both how these
exhibitions serve as crystallizations of cultural aspirations and how they, in turn, echo through a culture. Working through
art history, design history, social history, post-colonial theory, gender studies, consumption studies, and history of
technology, the course addresses such topics as: theories of exhibitions, how arrangement and display of objects can
coalesce into a lesson or an ideology; fine arts and applied arts at the world's fairs as lessons in taste, design, and
nationalism; world's fairs and the development of consumerism; fairs as laboratories for architecture and their influences;
fairs and ethnographic exhibitions, the display of foreignness and imperialism; the development of amusement areas and
the contest for the social significance of fun; and futurism at the fairs.
ETHAN ROBEY (Ph.D., Columbia University), Assistant Professor of the History of Decorative Arts and
Design, School of Art and Design, History and Theory, Parsons The New School for Design, and Associate
Director of the Master's Program in the History of Decorative Arts and Design, run by Parsons and The
Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum. Robey teaches courses on design study, the history of graphic
design and exhibition theory. He has published on the 1876 Centennial Exhibition and on aspects of the
spectacular in nineteenth-century American culture.
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UNIVERSITY LIBERAL STUDIES SEMINARS
COURSES LISTED ARE INTRODUCTORY AND OPEN TO ALL UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS
*Some ULS courses may be over-tallied, if necessary. To overtally into a ULS seminar offered within the student’s home division, the
student should follow their home division’s procedures. To overtally into a ULS seminar that is not in the student’s home division, the
student should use the Overtally Permission Form (found at the Student Tab of MyNewSchool.edu), and follow the directions on the
Form. For seminars that are not part of ULS, students from divisions other than the one in which the course is housed should wait
until the Add/Drop period at the end of the registration.

ANTHROPOLOGY
Course Title:
Ethnography of the Museum of Natural History
Faculty:
Amber Benezra
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Anthropology
Course Subject: LANT
Course Number: 2814
CRN: 6710
Schedule: Tuesday/Thursday
4-5:20pm
Credits: 3
Natural history concerns itself with life: humans, plants, animals, and environments. For 138 years the American Museum
of Natural History has expanded ideas of "natural" and "history" in order to strive toward its mission: "To discover,
interpret, and disseminate-through scientific research and education-knowledge about human cultures, the natural world,
and the universe." This course will look at the entangled relationship of the museum, anthropology, ideas of nature and
culture, materiality, history and science. By participating in observational visits to the AMNH, students will explore the
museum from an anthropological perspective, studying how objects get there, how they are organized and displayed, and
what they mean. We will take on issues of discovery, adventure, collection, education and entertainment in the museum.
Out ethnographic work will serve as an investigation into the ways the AMNH is moving from dusty stuffed animals and
tribal masks, to new interventions into biodiversity, genomic research, and cultural collaborations.
Course Title:
The Suburbs: Divided We Sprawl
Faculty:
Rachel Heiman
Contributing School/Department:
The New School for General Studies / Social Sciences
Course Subject: NANT
Course Number: 2629
CRN: 5993
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
2-3:20pm
Credits: 3
With housing developments bordering dairy farms, office parks adjoining urban centers, and New Urbanism projects
flanking strip malls, it is difficult to demarcate suburban, urban, and rural. In their article, “Divided We Sprawl,” Bruce
Katz and Jennifer Bradley suggest that we shed these divides and imagine ourselves as part of a metropolitan whole. At
stake are not just interrelated problems of transportation, housing, education, jobs, and the environment. With “frantic
privacy” winning out over “spontaneous public life,” what becomes of our ability to mingle in crowds, encounter
difference, and collectively tackle societal problems? In this course, we explore history, culture, politics, and design of
metropolitan centers, from the vantage point of the suburbs. Beginning with the origin of the Anglo-American suburb in
18th-century England, we work our way to contemporary debates over gated communities, both in the United States and
abroad. We examine tensions between “public” and “private” in spaces ranging from living rooms and lawns to highways
and malls. Texts include historical accounts, ethnographic descriptions, sociological commentaries, popular culture
parodies, and period films. Final projects pair together design and liberal arts students to re-imagine a contemporary
suburb for the new millennium.
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ART
Course Title:
Nepal: Art, Culture, Politics
Faculty:
Adam Swart
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / The Arts
Course Subject: LARS
Course Number: 2860
CRN: 6745
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
2-3:20pm
Credits: 3
This course critically examines Nepal artistically, culturally, and politically. It covers the artistic heritage of the Kathmandu
Valley, including the unique culture of the Newar people, the Valley's indigenous inhabitants. It then traces the work of
Newar artists from Nepal who worked for wealthy Tibetan, Chinese, Bhutanese, and Mongolian patrons. Students
investigate the influence of Newar art and architecture on the visual forms of Nepal's Himalayan neighbors, and many
countries across Asia. Finally, it explores other geographic parts of Nepal including its tremendous topographic diversity.
Students learn aspects of the unique cultures and characteristics of some of Nepal's many distinct ethnic groups before
concluding with an overview of Nepal's recent political changes, as it has just shifted from a Hindu Monarchy to a Federal
Democratic Republic with an elected Communist leader. Screenings and guest speakers complement visits to the Rubin
Museum of Art.
EDUCATION
Course Title:
History of Education in the US
Faculty:
Jaskiran Dhillon
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Education
Course Subject: LEDU
Course Number: 2807
CRN: 4687
Schedule: Tuesday/Thursday
12-1:20pm
Credits: 3
This course introduces students to the history of education in the United States, exploring the ideologies that have been
paramount in different historical periods and the ways they have shaped the theories, policies, and practices of American
public schools. Using a case study approach, it highlights several important periods and issues, including the founding of
America’s “common school” movement in the 19th century, debates over the form and shape of high school education at
the beginning of the 20th century, and struggles for community control of schools in New York City in the 1960s.
Throughout, it considers changes and consistencies in schooling in America, the ways that education intersects with social
and political history, and how the past helps us to understand contemporary educational conditions and debates.
FOREIGN LANGUAGES
Contributing School/Department:

The New School for General Studies / Foreign Languages

Foreign Languages at The New School are offered as part of the Undergraduate Degree programs (3-credit language
courses) and as part of Adult Education (2- or 4-credit intensive courses). Degree students interested in Arabic, Chinese,
French, Italian, Japanese, Latin, Russian, or Spanish should, whenever possible, register for 3-credit courses. If the
appropriate course is not offered in a 3-credit format, students may register for 2- or 4-credit evening or Saturday
classes. Students interested in languages only offered through the Adult Education program may register for these
courses. See below for information about the 2- and 4-credit courses in foreign languages.
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Placement in the appropriate level:
• Students who have studied a language in high school or college can place themselves in the appropriate level
by using the following formula: one year of high school foreign language equals one semester of foreign
language study (i.e., one 3 -credit course) at the college level. For example, a student who has completed
four years of high school French should enroll in French Advanced 1. Students with reason to believe that this
formula does not accurately measure their knowledge of a foreign language (e.g., it has been several years
since they last studied the language) may petition the Chair of Foreign Languages for alternate placement.
• Students with a score of 4 on an Advanced Placement test in a foreign language should enroll in Advanced
Level 1. Students with a 5 on an Advanced Placement test in a foreign language should enroll in either
Advanced Level 1 or 2.
• The Chair of Foreign Languages will, upon the recommendation of the instructor, drop students from
language classes who should be enrolled in more advanced courses. Chair and Associate Provost of
Foreign Languages, Anthony Anemone: 64 West 11th Street, Rm 113;
anemonea@newschool.edu; 212.229.5676 x2355
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NARB
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A
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NARB

1104

A
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TBA
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No.
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NFRN

3712

A
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NITL
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A
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Chandran
Rama Madhu
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PM
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Rama Madhu
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Time
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TBA
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Luis Galli
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Sara Villa
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End Date

3

1/27/09

5/12/09

Italian Intro 1

3

1/27/09

5/14/09

Italian Intro 1

3

1/26/09
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Italian Intro 2

3
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5/13/09

3

1/27/09
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4823
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Italian
Intermediate 1

3

1/26/09

3
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NITL
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A
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Italian
Intermediate 2

NITL
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A
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Italian Lit. &
Cinema

3
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NJPN
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A
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Japanese Intro 1

3

1/26/09

5/13/09

NJPN
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B
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Japanese Intro 1

3
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NJPN
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A
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5/14/09

NJPN

2102

A

4817

3

1/26/09
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T
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Rita Pasqui
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Rita Pasqui
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30
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M
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5698
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Code

Course
No.

Sec.

CRN

Course Title

NSPN

4101

A
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Cita en Espanol

Credits
3
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Date
1/27/09
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D
A
Y
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Time
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No. of
Sessions

5/14/09

T
R

12:00
AM

1:20
PM

Luis Galli

30

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS FOR 3-CREDIT COURSES LISTED ABOVE:
Arabic
Arabic Introductory 2, Nargis Virani
This course is a continuation of Introductory Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) intended for students with a
familiarity of the Arabic script and some basic vocabulary. It aims at strengthening the foundation for the four
language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The students will be introduced to basic grammar, Arab
culture, basic conversational and writing through real life situations. This course is based on the communicative
approach in language teaching and learning. It focuses on the functional usage of the language and on
communication in context. At the end of the semester the students will be introduced to the Arabic dictionary.
Prerequisite: One semester of Arabic or permission of the instructor.
Arabic Introductory 4, TBA
This course will be the final installment in the series of courses on introduction to Modern Standard Arabic (MSA).
Building on the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing that students have acquired over the
earlier semesters, the students will continue to hone their skills through comprehending intermediary level audio
and video materials accompanying the textbook. They will be able to discuss these materials in Arabic as well as
read and write grammatically correct short paragraphs on a variety of topics with the help of an Arabic dictionary.
This course is based on the communicative approach in language teaching and learning. It focuses on the
functional usage of the language and on communication in context. Prerequisite: three semesters of Arabic or
permission of the instructor.
Chinese
Introductory 2, I-Hsien Wu, TBA
Chinese Introductory 2 is designed for students who have completed Chinese Introductory 1. The course
continues to build up vocabulary and sentence patterns in communicative contexts. Students develop their ability
to carry out conversations in Chinese on a range of topics. Reading and writing (using traditional characters) will
be introduced in conjunction with speaking and listening skills. Prerequisite: Chinese Intro 1 or permission of
the instructor.
Intermediate 2, I-Hsien Wu
Chinese Intermediate 2 is designed for students who have completed Chinese Intermediate 1. The goal of this
course is to continue to build up level-appropriate vocabulary and sentence patterns in communicative contexts.
Students will expand their ability to carry out conversations in Chinese on tasks of everyday life. Reading and
writing will be developed in conjunction with speaking and listening skills. Both traditional and simplified
characters will be used in the course. Prerequisite: Chinese Intermediate 1 or permission of the instructor.
Contemporary Chinese Cinema, Jia-xuan Zhang
Contemporary Chinese Cinema is an advanced course, conducted in Chinese, in which participants will screen,
analyze and discuss representative films by Chinese filmmakers from the 1980s to the present. Students will
screen one movie a week outside of class while class discussion will focus on the ways that the films illuminate
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Chinese history, culture and politics and on the cinematic techniques and aesthetic dimensions of the films.
Prerequisite: Advanced knowledge of Chinese.
French
Introductory 2, Christine Luneau-Lipton, Alfredo Marques
After a brief review of material covered in Intro 1, more complex grammatical and syntactical elements are
introduced (pronominal verbs, passé composé, imparfait, multiple pronouns etc...). Through in-class interactive
exercises, students expand their vocabulary and knowledge of French culture and learn to write short descriptive
and narrative texts. Prerequisite: French Intro 1, one year of HS French, or permission of the instructor.
Intermediate 1, Sabine Landreau-Farber
Beginning with a review of basic French grammatical structures, this course moves on to cover more complex
forms such as the conditional and the subjunctive. Special attention is paid to increasing students' ability to
understand spoken French and to converse on a number of topics pertaining to different times and places,
particularly French-speaking countries. Students also begin to write short compositions on chosen topics and
make oral presentations to the class. Prerequisite: French Intro 2, two years of HS French, or permission of the
instructor.
Intermediate 2, Stephane Zaborowski
This is an advanced intermediate course in which students apply and polish their French skills by reading and
discussing short literary texts. Further knowledge of the history and culture of French-speaking countries is
introduced through films and magazines and subject to individual class presentations. Different grammar topics
are studied in depth and organization of written compositions is emphasized. Prerequisite: French Intermediate
1, three years of HS French, or permission of the instructor.
Advanced 1, Noelle Carruggi
This course is intended to develop students’ oral and writing skills in French. Students study literary texts, view
some classical films, and discuss current events in the French-speaking world. Specific topics reflecting the
students' general interests might be chosen as a field of study by the instructor. Nuances of grammatical
structures are examined and applied. Prerequisite: French Intermediate 2, four years of HS French, or
permission of the instructor.
(EVENING 3 CREDIT CLASS)
Littérature et Culture Francophones, Noelle Carruggi
In this advanced course we will study and discuss works by twentieth and twenty-first centuries authors, such as
Marguerite Duras, Annie Ernaux, Nina Bouraoui, Abdellatif Laâbi, Marie-Célie Agnant, and V. Khoury-Ghata.
Readings will be enhanced by videos of interviews with these authors. Students will develop their analytical skills
and get insight in the diversity of cultures of the French speaking world. Special attention will be placed on the
challenges of coming of age with a cultural bi-identity -- Vietnam/France, Haïti-Québec, Morocco/France skills.
Selected texts will include novels, short-stories and poetry. Prerequisite: Advanced French, French VI, or the
equivalent or permission of the instructor.
(EVENING 3 CREDIT CLASS)
French Theater, Rose Rejouis
This is a course for students of theater with good reading knowledge of French and who wish to read 20th
century Francophone theater. Authors may include Samuel Beckett, Eugene Ionesco, Nathalie Sarraute,
Marguerite Duras, Yasmina Reza, Ina Césaire, Koffi Kwahulé, and Simone Schwartz-Bart. Although students will
be allowed to submit writing in English, readings and class discussion will be in French. Prerequisite: At least
two years of college French or permission of the instructor.
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Italian
Introductory 1, Caterina Bertolotto
This course is aimed at developing proficiency in the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.
It introduces basic vocabulary and grammar and provides opportunities for students to enhance their
understanding and appreciation of Italian culture through songs, videos, dialogues and other fun activities. The
course is intended for students with no previous knowledge of Italian.
Introductory 2, Caterina Bertolotto, Francesca Magnani
Students expand their vocabulary, add to their knowledge of Italian grammar, and develop their conversational
skills in an interactive and fun classroom atmosphere. Prerequisite: Italian Intro 1 or permission of the
instructor.
Intermediate 1, Rita Pasqui
Intermediate Italian 1 aims to deepen students' grammatical knowledge with more complex syntactic structures
and to expand their vocabulary. Students will improve in the four linguistic areas through listening to authentic
materials; practicing conversation in class; intensive reading (with some exploration of literary and cultural
materials), and writing short compositions. Prerequisite: Italian Intro 2 or permission of the instructor.
Intermediate 2, Rita Pasqui
This course continues to provide students with an opportunity to develop their linguistic as well as communicative
competencies in Italian. The readings are designed to broaden students’ knowledge of Italian contemporary
culture. Audio and video materials--as well as web activities--are also used to help further develop students’
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills; particular emphasis is given to idiomatic expressions in colloquial
speech, which greatly help students to expand their vocabulary within the scope of this high-intermediate level
course. Prerequisite: Italian Intermediate 1 or permission of the instructor.
(EVENING 3 CREDIT CLASS)
Italian Literature and Cinema, Rita Pasqui
This course, entirely conducted in Italian, will consider novels or short stories and their adaptation into film,
works in the two media by the same artist, and varying treatments of the same themes in literature and film.
Narrative passages from Tarchetti, Moravia, Bassani, Carlo Levi, Maraini, Tabucchi and other contemporary
authors will be read, analyzed, and compared with their dramatic adaptations by famous directors (for example,
Pasolini, Scola, Bertolucci, De Sica, Rosi, and Faenza). Prerequisite: Four semesters of Italian or permission of
the instructor.
Japanese
Introductory 1, Tomoyo Kamimura, Taeko Horiko
This course is designed to introduce elementary Japanese to students with no previous background in the
language. It is aimed at developing basic proficiency in the four language skills: speaking, listening, reading and
writing. This course introduces the three Japanese writing systems from the beginning of the semester. Students
are required to learn all 46 Hiragana and 46 Katakana, as well as 43 Kanji (Chinese characters). Course covers
Chapters 1 through 4 of the textbook Genki I.
Introductory 2, Tomoyo Kamimura, TBA
This course is designed for students who already have a basic knowledge of Japanese vocabulary and sentence
patterns, including Hiragana and Katakana. Students will develop familiarity with Japanese culture by learning
communicative contexts and strategies. We will cover Chapters 5 through 8 of Genki I. Students are required to
learn 57 Kanji (Chinese characters) during the semester. Prerequisite: Japanese Intro 1 or equivalent, or
permission of the instructor.
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Intermediate 1, Misae Pergolizzi
Intended to enhance and increase proficiency beyond the basic level in the four language skills. Students are
expected to have a good command in both Hiragana and Katakana. Students will develop familiarity with
Japanese culture in a Japanese-speaking environment. A total of 59 Kanji (Chinese characters) will be introduced
during the semester. Intermediate I covers Chapters 9 through 12 of Genki I. Prerequisite: Japanese Intro 2 or
equivalent, or permission of the instructor.
Intermediate 2, Taeko Horiko
Students will acquire complex grammatical constructions, increase vocabulary and Kanji knowledge, and continue
to improve their skills in expressing themselves and exchanging information on a wide range of topics. Teaching
is conducted in Japanese whenever possible. Students are expected to learn 64 Kanji (Chinese characters) during
the semester. Cover Chapters 13 through 16 of Genki II. Prerequisite: Japanese Intermediate 1 or equivalent,
or permission of the instructor.
Advanced 2, Ichiro Kishimoto
A continuation of Advanced 1, emphasizing spoken Japanese. In addition to covering chapters 21 to 23 in the
Genki II textbook, this class makes use of current events, media and the Web as supplementary materials to
strengthen idiomatic usage and overall competency. A total of 46 complex kanji is introduced during the
semester. Class is conducted mostly in Japanese. Prerequisite: Japanese Advanced I or equivalent, or
permission of the instructor.
Latin
Introductory 1, Rama Chandran Madhu
The study of Latin is ideally suited to students of literature. Unlike modern languages, which are studied with the
goal of communication along with reading, the study of Latin is purely literary. The study of Latin also provides
the background in grammar, linguistics, and the analytical tools crucial for interpretation of literature in general.
This course, which is intended for students with no prior knowledge of the language, quickly introduces Latin
through a simple grammar and unedited texts drawn from poetry, philosophy, history, science, and the novel.
Latin Multilevel, Rama Chandran Madhu
In this “one-room schoolhouse,” experienced Latinists are mixed with students whose acquaintance with the
language is slight to the mutual benefit of both parties. Knowledge of Latin is deepened through a free ranging
discussion and examination of Latin literature. Readings are drawn from the 2200 year range of Latin literature,
from Sallust and Horace, through the Bible and Augustine, Descartes and Hobbes, to the 21st century. Students
are encouraged to pursue their own interests, allowing them to complement their studies in their area of
concentration. Prerequisite: Intro to Latin or permission of the instructor.
Spanish
Introductory 2, Luis Galli, TBA
Review of basic Spanish grammar and introduction of more complex conversational elements. Students expand
their vocabulary and knowledge of Spanish and Latin American culture in a classroom setting that enhances and
develops communication skills. Students are required to do presentations in Spanish. Prerequisite: Spanish
Intro I or one year of HS Spanish, or permission of the instructor.
Intermediate 1, Sara Villa
This intermediate-level course begins with a review of the basic grammar structures of the Spanish language and
moves on to more complex grammatical forms, such as the subjunctive and conditional tenses and relative
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pronouns. Special attention is given to improving the student’s ability to understand spoken Spanish and converse
as well as write short descriptive paragraphs on a number of topics pertaining to different times and places.
Prerequisite: Spanish Intro 2 or two years of HS Spanish, or permission of the instructor.
Intermediate 2, Sara Villa
This course is designed to advance students toward high intermediate fluency. Students learn useful
communicative skills via activities emphasizing oral proficiency, culture and grammar. Prerequisite: Spanish
Intermediate 1 or three years of HS Spanish, or permission of the instructor.
Advanced 2: Spanish Cinema: Mirror of Society, Sara Villa
In this course we examine late twentieth-century Spanish society through the lens of some key films. Renowned
directors – Pedro Almodóvar, Imanol Uribe, Víctor Erice and others – will provide us with four essential themes:
political and personal violence, border tensions, gender transgression and artistic renewal. Students will practice
their language skills by engaging in conversation, readings and a variety of projects that will help reinforce
vocabulary, idioms, grammar and listening comprehension. The course is conducted entirely in Spanish.
Prerequisite: two years of college Spanish or the equivalent.
Cita en Espanol, Luis Galli
Students expand their vocabulary and knowledge of Spanish, border and Latin American culture in a classroom
setting that enhances and develops communication. Discussion in class will be based on readings, movies and on
actual social, political issues of Latin America and Spain, including the environment, religion, and the role of
women in Spain and Latin America. Prerequisite: Advanced Spanish 1, five years of high school Spanish, or
permission of the instructor.
(EVENING 3 CREDIT CLASS)
Mexican Art and Culture, Cristina Ross
This course will cover Mexican art of the period from 1900 to the present, focusing on mural and easel painting,
photography, folk art, sculpture and architecture of Mexico. Students will also obtain a general, but dynamic
vision of the Mexican historical development. The material will be presented through lectures, discussions,
collaborative work and readings, so that the students will practice their knowledge of Spanish as they explore
issues of style as well as placing Mexican art of the twentieth century in a political and historical context. We will
schedule a fieldtrip to explore Mexican Art in New York City. Conducted entirely in Spanish, this course is
designed for students at the advanced level.
Continuing Education in Foreign Languages: In addition to the courses listed above, The New School for General
Studies offers in its evening and weekend sessions a number of other language courses (2- and 4-credit courses) that,
while intended primarily for adult learners, are open to undergraduate degree students under certain conditions. For
example, degree students may register for courses in languages or literature/culture that are not taught during the day
and are offered only in the evening or weekend sessions. Likewise, students who cannot fit a 3-credit language course
into their schedule may, with the permission of the Chair of Foreign Languages, enroll for a 2- or 4-credit course.
•
•
•

•

4-credit “intensives” cover the equivalent of one and half semesters at the introductory and intermediate levels of
courses at the 2-credit level.
Most 2-credit foreign languages are taught in a six-term course sequence, described as Levels 1 - 6.
Each level corresponds to one semester of study. Please note the different start and end dates for these courses.
Levels 1 and 2 = beginning stages of language learning
Levels 3 and 4 = introductory/intermediate stages
Levels 5 and 6 = intermediate /advanced stages
The study of Arabic at the 2-credit level follows a sequence of courses different from the one outlined above.
Levels 1 - 4 = introductory stages of language learning
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Levels 5 and 6 = intermediate stages
Levels 7 and 8 = advanced stages
*Students with prior study of a foreign language in high school should consult with the Chair of Foreign Languages
concerning placement into the appropriate level.
2- and 4-Credit Courses:
Foreign Language courses offered through Continuing Education meet only once each week (2-credit classes for 1 hour,
fifty minutes / 4-credit classes for 3 hours, forty-five minutes). These classes are fast-paced and it is therefore difficult
for students with no previous language background to keep up. In these courses, it is assumed that students supplement
their 2 or 4 hours of class time with independent exposure to the language (through foreign news on the web,
videos/films) and do at least 4-6 hours of homework each week. 2- and 4-credit courses are available in the following
languages that are not available in the 3-credit format. Students can find the specific CRNs and schedules by using the
search function in ALVIN, with the appropriate subject code:
German
Classical Greek
Modern Hebrew
Korean
Portuguese
Sign Language

= NGRM
= NGRC
= NHBW
= NKRN
= NPRT
= NSLN

These courses can also be found in the New School for General Studies Bachelors Program Catalog:

http://www.newschool.edu/ba/02f_courseinfo.aspx?s=3

Students who do need to register for a 2- or 4-credit course must be certain to manually make the change
from “0” credits to ”2” or “4” credits during their web registration. When web-registering, students should
ignore the grade mode, which will default to non-credit (and which students have no way to change). The
Registration Office will automatically change it to standard letter grade overnight after a student is
registered for the course.

HISTORY
Course Title:
History, Authority, & Power
Faculty:
Neguin Yavari
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / History
Course Subject: LHIS
Course Number: 2854
CRN: 5925
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
10-11:20am
Credits: 3
The course introduces students to reading and analyzing primary sources that deal with the interaction between religion
and politics. It examines the role of interpretation in attempting to appropriate the past and proposing an agenda for the
future. It investigates intellectual commonalities while recognizing cultural differences. Students read excerpts from
Machiavelli, examine the Protestant Reformation, explore the interplay between history and religion in several key Islamic
texts, read theorists and the reformulation of political thought in the 17th and 18th centuries, from Luther to Kant. They
then read selections from Hegel, Marx, and Nietzsche and Weber’s The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, and
Foucault’s Discipline and Punish. The course concludes with Eric Foner’s interpretive essay on the meaning and
significance of freedom in American history and political theology.
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Course Title:
Russia in the Modern World
Faculty:
Elissa Bemporad
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / History
Course Subject: LHIS
Course Number: 2860
CRN: 6144
Schedule: Tuesday/Thursday
8-9:20am
Credits: 3
This course examines Russian history from the late 18th century to the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. It covers political,
economic, social, and cultural history. Special attention is on the efforts of Peter the Great and Catherine the Great to
modernize and westernize the nation; the characteristics of late Imperial Russia; the dilemmas of industrialization; the
emergence of radical political groups such as anarchists and socialists; the Russian Revolution; the elements of continuity
and change from Tsarist Russia to the Soviet Union; the New Economic Policy and the Five-Year Plans; the Stalinist
system and how it worked; the role of the Great Patriotic War in forging Soviet identity; Krushchev’s Thaw; SovietWestern relations during the Cold War; the collapse of the USSR and the emergence of post-Soviet Republics.

HUMANITIES
Course Title:
Introduction to Chinese Literature and Culture
Faculty:
I-Hsien Wu
Contributing School/Department:
The New School for General Studies / Humanities
Course Subject: NHUM
Course Number: 2006
CRN: 6156
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
12-1:20pm
Credits: 3
This course surveys eminent texts of Chinese origin. Readings include Confucian, Daoist, and Buddhist canons, medieval
poems, late-imperial tales, modern short stories, and excerpts from full-length novels. Our emphasis is on how literature
manifests, constructs, and responds to intellectual issues and cultural experiences over a span of more than 3,000 years.
While engaged in close textual analysis, students are encouraged to make their own judgments about the texts’ capacity
to transcend time and culture and learn to appreciate how these texts can enrich their own experiences and identities.
MATHEMATICS
Course Title:
Algebra
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Science, Technology & Society
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 1850
Schedule:
Section A: CRN: 6697
Monday/Wednesday
12:00-1:20pm
Audrey Nasar
Section B: CRN: 6727
Tuesday/Thursday
4:00-5:20pm
Audrey Nasar
Section C: CRN: 6698
Tuesday/Thursday
10-11:20am
Audrey Nasar
Section D: CRN: 6699
Tuesday/Thursday
12-1:20pm
Audrey Nasar
Credits: 3
This course reviews the fundamentals of elementary and intermediate algebra. Topics include simplifying algebraic
expressions, solving linear and quadratic equations, graphing, solving systems of equations, polynomial functions,
factoring, rational expressions, exponents, and applications. The course prepares students for more advanced study in
mathematics, i.e., pre-calculus and calculus, and courses involving broader mathematical principles, i.e., accounting and
financial management.
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Course Title:
Calculus
Faculty:
Marla Sole
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Science, Technology & Society
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2856
CRN: 6703
Schedule:
Tuesday/Thursday 2-3:20pm
Credits: 3
This course is an introduction to the study of differential calculus. Topics include limits, continuity, derivatives of algebraic
and exponential functions and applications of the derivative to maximization, and related rate problems. The principles of
calculus are applied to business and economic problems. Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus or permission of the instructor.
Course Title:
Quantitative Reasoning
Faculty:
Marla Sole
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Science, Technology & Society
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 1860
Credits: 3
Sections:
Section A: CRN: 6701
Tuesday/Thursday
12-1:20pm
Marla Sole
Section B: CRN: 6863
Tuesday/Thursday
10-11:20am
Marla Sole
This course reviews the fundamentals of elementary and intermediate algebra with a focus on applications in business
and social science, and quantitative literacy skills. Topics include modeling with linear and quadratic equations, graphical
analysis, and exponents and compound interest. Students will also be exposed to using technology as graphical and
computational aids to solving problems.
Course Title:
Pre-Calculus
Faculty:
TBA
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Science, Technology & Society
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2855
CRN: 6702
Schedule: Tuesday/Thursday 2-3:20pm
Credits: 3
In this course, students review the basic mathematical functions used to model the natural world. Topics may include
linear, polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic and trigonometric functions. Emphasis is on the algebraic,
graphical, and analytic skills necessary to develop and interpret these models. Technology is also used to assist in
visualizing the applications. This course assumes that students are familiar with the basic concepts of college algebra.
Course Title:
Statistics
Faculty:
TBA
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Science, Technology & Society
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2825
CRN: 6700
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday 2-3:20pm
Credits: 3
This course covers techniques used to collect, organize and present data graphically. Students learn how to calculate
measures of center and dispersion, apply probability formulas, calculate confidence intervals and test hypotheses. This
course also provides an introduction to software used to analyze and present statistical information. NOTE: This course is
designed for students in marketing and does not use SPSS, which is commonly employed in psychological studies. Note:
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Students who are studying Psychology and need to take a course in statistics should register for LSTS 2525. Lang
students should check with the chair of your area of study to see if SPSS is required.
NATURAL SCIENCES
Course Title:
Brain: Biology and Behavior
Faculty:
Steryl Jones
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Science, Technology & Society
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2860
CRN: 4645
Schedule: Online
Credits: 3
This course examines what has been called the “three-pound universe,” the human brain. Covered is the brain’s basic
biology—how neurons work together to produce the senses, our motor functions, our emotions, memories, and
consciousness. Topics include the types of memory and memory formation, how the brain learns, the neural foundations
of happiness, the male/female brain, the left/right brain, communication, autism, drugs, joy, the “gay” brain, the
possibility of artificial intelligence, the presence of the soul, the sexual brain. The course features guided reading and
online discussions.
Course Title:
From the Rainforest
Faculty:
Diane Jukotsky
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Science, Technology & Society
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2850
CRN: 4642
Schedule: Online
Credits: 3
This online course, presented by the New School and the Rainforest Alliance, an international group based in New York,
covers the economic, social, and political causes and consequences of the unprecedented destruction of the dense forests
that once covered virtually all land in Latin America and the Caribbean between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, an
area called the Neotropics. It explores the imaginative, daring, and evolving experiments underway to slow deforestation
in the Neotropics and analyzes various solutions.
Course Title:
Life in the Cosmos
Faculty:
David Morgan
Contributing School/Department: Eugene Lang College / Science & Technology Studies
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2852
CRN: 5947
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
2-3:20pm
Credits: 3
It is easy to dismiss the discussion of extraterrestrial life as a topic best suited to science fiction movies and UFO
conspiracy theorists. But the question of "Are we alone?" is one of the most important and profound in all of science, and
we are just now beginning to develop the tools to allow us to search for an answer. Astronomers are discovering
extrasolar planetary systems by the dozens -- a few of them with remarkably Earth-like planets. Chemists are beginning
to unlock secrets of how life began on our own planet. And biologists studying "extremophiles" on Earth have broadened
our definition of what sorts of environments are suitable for life. In this course, students apply the tools of physics,
chemistry, biology, and astronomy to explore the current state of the search for life within our solar system and beyond.
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OTHER INTRODUCTORY SEMINARS AVAILABLE TO ALL UNDERGRADUATES
ART
Course Title:
Teaching/Making Art
Faculty:
Pamela Lawton
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / The Arts
Course Subject: LARS
Course Number: 2850
CRN: 6711
Schedule: Friday
10-1:20pm
Credits: 4
This course exposes students of art and students of teaching to the pedagogy and practice of art through practices using
experimentation and expression. By looking at objects of art for inspiration, making art and through course readings,
students explore through discussion and through their own creativity ways of engaging with and responding to works of
art in various locations, including museums, site-specific public art, and urban spaces, and other students' work. The
course emphasizes cross-cultural comparisons through identifying recurring visual elements. Students draw, paint, and
work with mixed media, examining and valuing their own artistic learning processes in favor of a final product.
LITERARY STUDIES
Course Title:
Major Russian Novels
Faculty:
Val Vinokur
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Literary Studies
Course Subject: LLSL
Course Number: 2351
CRN: 5763
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
12-1:40pm
Credits: 4
This seminar focuses on key works of 19th and 20th century Russian literature, including Alexander Pushkin’s The
Captain's Daughter, Mikhail Lermontov’s Hero of Our Time, Nikolai Gogol’s Dead Souls, Fyodor Dostoevsky’s The Brothers
Karamazov, Lev Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina, and Vladimir Nabokov’s Glory. It may also cover some of the rich critical writing
on prose theory that has been inspired by the Russian novel. Topics may include literary history and evolution, genre
theory, ethics and aesthetics, metaphysics, religion in literature, and literature as religion.
PHILOSOPHY
Course Title:
Love, Sex, and Sacrifice
Faculty:
Katia Hay
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Philosophy
Course Subject: LPHI
Course Number: 2125
CRN: 6146
Schedule: Tuesday/Thursday
8-9:40am
Credits: 4
This course is about love. But primarily, it is about philosophy. Plato’s Banquet is one of several philosophical texts
devoted to love. Taking it as a starting point of analysis, the course focuses on work by Rousseau, Marquis de Sade,
Freud, Lacan, and Barthes. The course considers different ways in which "love" and "desire" have become a fundamental
topic of philosophical thought. It also examines how philosophical discourse compares with discourse in other fields, such
as literature or religion.
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RELIGION
Course Title:
New Testament in its Milieu
Faculty:
Arthur Shipee
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Religion
Course Subject: LREL
Course Number: 2074
CRN: 5910
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
10-11:40am
Credits: 4
Within two or three generations, the followers of Jesus Messiah were transformed from a small Palestinian Jewish renewal
movement into a wide-spread, Greco-Roman, largely non-Jewish religion of salvation that thought of itself as the New
Israel. This remarkable development is preserved in the New Testament and a few other documents. Students examine
the content of these works, within their historical and literary milieu, to understand the types of religion they reflect and
where these earliest Christian communities fit into their Jewish and Hellenistic backgrounds.
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY STUDIES
Course Title:
Environment and Society
Faculty:
Paul McPherson
Contributing School/Department: Eugene Lang College / Science & Technology Studies
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2811
CRN: 6652
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
10-11:40am
Credits: 4
This survey course discusses central concepts and issues exploring the relationship between the environment and society.
Topics discussed include the concept of nature and the environment, environmental history, the rise of environmentalism,
population and consumption, ecological footprint analysis, environmental justice, environmental politics, environmental
movements, environmental values and the future of environmentalism.
MATHEMATICS
Course Title:
Statistics with SPSS
Faculty:
Markus Schneider
Contributing School/Department: Eugene Lang College / Science & Technology Studies
Course Subject: LSTS
Course Number: 2525
CRN: 3985
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
12-1:40pm
Credits: 4
This introductory course is designed to prepare students to use statistics to describe and analyze data. Topics include
frequency distributions and their graphical representations, percentiles, measures of central tendency and dispersion,
correlation, and simple linear regression, and basic hypothesis testing. The course uses SPSS, a statistical software
package, to conduct much of the graphical and computational analyses, while class sessions focus on the underlying
concepts and the appropriate use and interpretation of these analyses in various applications.
MUSIC
Course Title:
Lang College Singers
Faculty:
Deborah Jamini
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Lang First Year
Course Subject: LNGC
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Course Number: 2000
CRN: 1434
Schedule: Monday/Wednesday
12-1:20pm
Credits: 3
The Lang College Singers is Eugene Lang College’s official vocal music ensemble. The chorus meets twice weekly,
working to develop each singer’s individual vocal technique, to introduce the fundamentals of music and four-part singing,
and to rehearse the group in a concert program, usually performed at the term’s end. The ensemble explores a broad
range of musical styles, including gospel, jazz, rock-and-roll, folk, spirituals, madrigals, and classical. Members choose the
appropriate music and then polish and refine the numbers, with a focus on improving musical skills and singing ability.
Some singing ability is recommended, but it need not be in choral music. This course is repeatable and fulfills NONliberal/studio arts credits.

INTERMEDIATE SEMINARS AVAILABLE TO ALL UNDERGRADUATES
ECONOMICS
Course Title:
Intermediate Macroeconomics: Growth, Unemployment, Inflation
Faculty:
Willi Semmler
Contributing School/Department:
Eugene Lang College / Economics
Course Subject: LECO
Course Number: 3877
CRN: 4754
Schedule: Tuesday/Thursday
12-1:20pm
Credits: 3
This course begins by laying out the basic theoretical approaches of three major schools of economic thought. It then
provides detailed empirical evidence on recurrent long-term patterns in economic growth, unemployment, and inflation,
before moving on to consider how the various schools attempt to explain them theoretically. At the heart of this
enterprise is the following question: given that capitalism is a social system in which economic outcomes are rooted in a
constantly evolving mixture of institutions and interests, how does it also manage to generate strong economic patterns
that repeat over long periods of time? Course credit requires a paper whose topic must be worked out in conjunction with
the instructor.
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