Guidelines for Eugene Lang College Students Enrolled in “Lang on the Hudson”
You have enrolled in Lang on the Hudson, during which you will help build a 26-foot Whitehall
gig, a traditional four-oared rowing vessel specifically designed for the waters of New York
Harbor. You may also work on other boatbuilding projects. This course will also involve rowing
the gig, and others like it, in New York Harbor to learn the basics of fixed-seat rowing and harbor
seamanship. There may be longer exploratory voyages in and up the Hudson River. In addition to
experience in building and handling small boats, the course will offer an introduction to harbor
geography, estuary ecology, and the political processes that are shaping the contemporary urban
waterfront.
The following are some guidelines about participating in this course. These are intended to minimize any
misunderstandings about your work and to protect you from any conflict, inconvenience, or injury that
may arise.
Please review the following carefully:
1. During this course, you will be working with sheets of plywood (cutting and gluing) and with power
tools. Pay attention to the instructions given regarding the work to be performed and proper use of the
tools and materials. Be careful of the fumes from the epoxy glue and getting the glue on your body as
well as splinters from the plywood.
2. If you have questions or concerns about the materials, tools, or instructions, ask the instructor.
3. This course will also involve launching a boat in the harbor and rowing the boat. If you have any
concerns about this, please discuss this with your instructor during the first class. You understand that
rowing may be a rigorous and potentially hazardous activity. You further understand that any information
or tips provided by the University is for general use, and may not be appropriate for your use or your
medical or physical condition, and that following any program does not ensure rowing without injury. If
you have any medical concerns, you may wish to consult with a medical doctor with regard to your
personal medical needs.
4. Because this course is in collaboration with the Village Community Boathouse, before boating in the
harbor, you will need to sign a release the Village Community Boathouse. You should take all necessary
precautions before going in the harbor, including wearing a life vest at all times.
5. You agree that if necessary, the University may, but is not obligated to, take any actions it considers to
be warranted under the circumstances regarding your health and safety. You may be required to pay
expenses related thereto.

Please sign that you have read and understood these suggested guidelines.

Name (print): ____________________________
Signature: ____________________________

Date:

